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I have the honour to be, 

MADAM, 

Your Ladylhip’s moft obedient 
tumble Servant. 
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June !0, {so*. 




PREFACE. 


In preicnting th*e pitblic with an account of 
the Life of Sir WILLIAM JONES, I feel 

• a particular anxiety, to guard againft the 
charge of prefumption for an undertaking, 
which may he thought to require a more 
than ordinary (hare of learnin|f and*abilities. 
I hope therefore, to have credit^or a declar- 
ation, that nothing but the earneft folicita* 

* • 

tion of Lady Jones, who knew m^ affedlion 
for her Hufband*whcn living, and my un- 
abated regard for his memory, and who con- 
ceived that thefe qualifications might fupply 

the deficiency of more eflential talents, could 

• 

have prc\'Jiiled upon me, to enter upon a 
literary career, fo forefgn tc» the habits of a 
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life, of whidf more than fifty years are now 
elapfed. 

It may be proper 'to notice the ' materials, 
which I have ufed in this compilation, and 
to explain the plan which I have adopted in 
the arrangement of them. The firft, is a 
fingle {heet written by Sir. William Jones, 
containing fliort notices of his fituation and 
occupations during every year of his life : it 
is indeed extended beyond the date of his 
exiftence, to the 50th year, oppofite to which 
the words ©*«, if God pleafesj are infert- 
ed ; it appears to have been hallily written, 
a few months only before his death, and al- 
though the dates are fometimes inaccurate, 

and the notices too brief to fupply more than 

{ 

a reference, it fuggefted enquiries which have 
fometimes. terminated fatisfadlorily, though 
more frequently in difappointment. This 
paper however dictated the plap of the work, 
and I have endeavoured, as far as my mate- 
rials permitted, to trace the life of Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, year by year. 

For the firft twciity-t wo years of it, my 



authorities are ample 'and fatis^&ory^ they 
• • 

, confift principally of memoranda written by 
£lir Wifiiah) himfel^ and in defcribing the 
pccurj*e<lces of this period, I have frequently 
availed myfelf of his own words. I wilh in- 
deed that I could have ufed them exclufivcly, 
but the paper i& not altogether in a form to 
admit of publication. 

- Xhe account of the laft twelve years of his 
life in India, is chiefly fupplied by my own 
rccollediion, aflifled by information collected 
^ from his writings and correfpondence. 

Of the events of his life between 1768, his 
twenty-fecond year, and the date of his em- 
barkation for India in 1783, ipy information 
is lefs complete, although I have ipared no 
diligence in endea/Vouring to collect all that 
could be obt&ined. I was in hop]bs that the 
recollection of his contemporaries at Oxford, 
where he oqcaliohally reflded untH he left 
England, might have fupplied fome material 
' anecdotes, and that farther information might 
‘ have bee^ procured from his companions in 
Weftminfter Hall, or on the Circuit, but my 
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refeanrclies have had little fucccfs, and I am 
chiefly indebted to hjs correfpondencc for the 
rnflirmation which, I have teen able to com- 
mtinicafe. , , * . • 

In the arrangement of thefe materials, it 
was my wifli, as far as poflible, to make Sir 
William Jones deferiSe himfelf ; and with 
this view, I have‘'introduccd. his* letters into 
the body of the Memoirs. They develop 
his occupations, hopes, piirfults, and feel- 
ings ; and although the narrative, from the 
introdudlion of them, may lofe fomethiug in 
point of connexion, this inconvenience, I 
flatter myfelf, ^^ill be more than compen- 
lated by* the letters thcinfelvcs. By this 
mode they w'jll excite an interefi, which they 

might have failed to produce, if the fubftance 

« 

or fiibjeffis Of them only had been interwoven 
into the narrative, with a, reference to the 
letters thcmfelves in the Appendix. 

This arrangement has howrever impofed 
upon me the necefliry of tranflating many of 
the letters of Sir William Jones and his 
learned correfpondents,* from the Lkin or 
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Fnmch, and 1 have endeavoured to g^e the 
fenfe of them in a pl^n familiar ftyle. But 
J nmft v^m the reader; that he is to expe£l: 
npthip^ mofe in thefe tranflations, and that 
thofe who are qualified to perufe the original 
letters of Sir William Jones, will find in them 
an elegance which I do not pretend to trans^ 
fufe into verfion of t];^em. Sqipe. few 
fcntcnces of the original letters have been 
purpofely omitted in the tranllation, and 
‘ many paffages of the originals themfelves have 
been fuppreffed. 

The Latin letters of Sir William Jones arc 

printed ift the Appendix, and with refpeflt to 

them it is further proper to o^fe^e/ that in 

confequence of interlineations, corre£lions, 

erafurcs, and mutiktion from time, 1 could 
# 

not always atfeertain the exa£t wtjrds which 
he ultimately adopted. In fuch cafes I have 
been compelled to exercife my own judg- 
ment, and 1 defirc the reader to notice this 
remark, left any inaccuracy of mine fhould 
‘be imputed to a man, who was equally qua* 
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liiied to guide the tafte of the elegant, and 
eorredl the errors of the learned. 

C 

To elucidate ^he life, < occupation's, and 
opinions of Sir WillianS Jones, was the prin- 
cipal objeft which I had in view, in the 
feleilion of the letters now prefented to the 
public ; fome have been infer ted, as calcu- 
lated in^ my opinjpn to afford, evitertainment 
to the reader. I am very fcnfible that many 
of thefe letters relate to topics not generally 
interefting : engaged in literary purfuits from 
his earlieft youth, extending and cultivating 
them with ardour during his life, and never 
lofing fight of them under any accumulation 
of bufinefs, the letters of Sir William Jones 
neceffarily refer to habits fo dear to him, and 
lb long ellabiifiied ; and I mull requell the 
reader to «arry this remark with him to the 
perufal of his correfpondence throughout, 
and particularly of the letters written by him 
in Bengal,’ which ^frequently relate to Indian 
literature, as well as to fubjefts and occupa- 
tions peculiar to that country. 



The Memoirs and appendix tfontain foiiiis * 
original oompofitlons of Sir (villiam Jones, 
which, have not hitherto been publifhed; 
they are not of equal importance with thofe 
of VHiich the public are in pofleiHon; there 
are ftill more, which I have not ventured to 
print. • 

It would have been eafy to have enlarged 
the fize of fhefe volumes, but havin^TTo am- 
bition to extend them beyond their proper 
limits, *1 have confined them as clofely as I 
could to the object of them, that of elucidat- 
ing the life and opinions of Sir William 
Jones. With this rule conftantly in my re- 
collection, I have avoided dilTertations on the 
events of the times ; the notiSre which I have 

taken of characters incidentaby mentioned, 

# 

is. brief and explanatory only^ and I have 
fuppreffed many obfervations, which would 
have added morckto the bulk of the Memoirs, 
than to the* information or enteiitainment of 
. the reader. 

I have now given fuch explanation on the 
fuhjeCt %f the Memoirs, as appeared to me 



necefliury ; but I- c^tnuot condud^ the Preface, 
without ment^ning Tome information which 
materially afFeds an imp(»tant paifage in 
thefe Memoirs, vqI. ii. p. 24.9, and which 1 

H 

received from, Bengal, long aftu* it had been 
printed. 

The paflage alluded to, is ftatcd to be an 
<1 

exad^ tranflation. from one of the mythologi- 
cal bOoaTs of the Hindus ; it lirll appeared in 
a note annexed by Sir William Jones, to an 
on Egypt and the N/ 7 e, in the ■3d vol. 
of the Afiatic Refearches, by Lieutenant 
(now Captain) Wilford, and relates to Noah 
(under the defignation of Satyavrata) and 
his three fons. 

Captain Wilrbrd has fince had the morti- 
fication ^d jegret to difcover, that he was 

it. 

impofed upon by a learned Hindu, who af- 
filled his idveftigations, that the Purana, in 
which he aSlually and carefully read the paf* 
fage which he commiuiicated to Sir William 
Jones, as an extrad from it, does not contain 
it, and that it was inteipolated by the dex- 
trous introdu< 5 tion a forged fiieut, Uifco-' 



. loured, and S>r€pared fo^> th^ purppCe of de« 

ception, and which having fe^ed this pur- 

.pofe, was afterwards wit|idrawn. 

'• The uncommon anxiety hf Captain WH- 
^ # * • * 

' ford lo Te-«xajnlne all the authprides quoted 

* r 

in his effay, led to the detediion of the im- 

pofitioi\, and hf immediately determined to 

publilh it to the world, in, another eflay 
• • 
which he was then preparing, and which ! 

uriderftand to be now printing in Bengal. 
To guard againfl! the eife^ of any accident 
which might prevent the execution of this 
•determination, he communicated the circum- 
ftance to his friends, that it might eventually 
be made known to the public, and in the ex- 
planation now fubmitted to them, I 6nly an*- 
ticipate the follcitude of Captain^Wilford, to 
cxppfe the impofition which has been prac> 
tifcd on him *, 

* The particulars of tlic imposition practised upon 
him by the pundit, whom he •employed’ in making ex- 
tracts from the books of the Hindus, are detailed by 
(Captain Wilford,. in the introduction to a work now 
printing in Bengal^ under the title oi An ESSAY cn the 
• • I 
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In vol. «ii. p. 1 of the * Memoirs, the 

' « * 

reader will itnd mention of an unfuccefsful 

f c 

Sacred Isles in the West^ with other EssayS connected 
with that Work\ ^ ^ ^ 

In tlie course of collating the Sansc|;it authrtritres 
cd or referred to, in this Essay ^ he discovered some 
discolorations in the manuscripts, which led to suspicion s- 
of deception, which examination .fully verified. The 
discovery naturally excited an apprehension, that a si- 
milar imposition had been practised upon him^^ with 
respSSTh his formef Essay on E^ypt **nd the Eile^ and 
he had the mortification to find it well grounded. His 
first step was to inform his friends of it, either verbally, 
or by letters, that he might secure at least dite credit of 
the first disclosure. 

** The forgeries of tlie pandit, (Captain Wilford ob- 
** serves,) were of three kinds : in the first, a word or 
” two only was altered. In the second, were such Ic^ 
gends, as had undergone a more material alteration ; 

** and in the third, all those which he had written from 
^ memory. 

With regard to those of the first class, when he 
" found that F'was resolved to make a collation of the 
manuscript, he began to adulterate and disfigure his 
own macijuscript, mine, and the manuscripts of the 
** college, by erasing the original name of the country, 
and putting that of Egypt or gf Swetavi in its place. 

To jsrevent my detecting thosq of the second class, 
which were not numerous, hut of the greatest import* 

** ance in their nature, (and as books in India are not 
bound as in Europe, and every leaf is loose,) he took 
** out one or two leaves, and substituted others with aa 

I 
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* * ■ * * * 

attempt of the Hindus,* to imp^e upon Sir 
William Jones, a forged Sanicrit book on 

oaths. 

• • 

The ^me •fagacity • which detected the 

“ adujterous legend. In books of some antiquity, it is 
“ not uncommon to sec a few new leaves inserted in the 
room of others that were wanting. 

To conceal the more numerous impositions of the 
third class, he the patience t0^vrite two v"ifeifiin-‘ 
** ous sections, supposed to belong, one to the Scimda^ 
“ Puraniiy and the oilier to the Bravidnda^ in which 
he connected all the* legends together, in the usual 
style of the Piiranas. These two sections, as he wrote 
“ them, consist of no less than 12,000 slocus or lines, 
the title of which he borrowed.’* 

The above is an extract from Mr. Wilforcrs Essay, 
and affords a jreinarkable though not a singular instance 
of industry and ingenuity in literary forgeries. 1 shall 
only add, from the same Kssay, the foliowing fines im- 
mediately applicable to the passage wltich has occasioned 
iny remarks. • • 

A few instances of tire impo.sitions of my pandit, 
wiirexemplify hfs mode of proceeding. Tlte first is a 
legend of the greatest importance, and is said to be 
V extracted from the Padtiui, It contains the historv 
“ of Koah and his three sons, and is written in a mas- 
terly style. But unfortunately there is not a word 
of it to be found in (hat Parana. It is liowever 
mentioned, though in less explicit tenns, in many 
“ Puranas, and the pandit took particular care in point- 
“ ing cfbt jto u|e several passages, which more or less 
‘‘ confirmed ^his interesting legehJ.’* 

Lifc^W I. b * 
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fraud in this inftahce, < might have difcovered 
the forgery or the pundit employed by Mr; 
Wilford, if tlie^original d,ocument had been 
fubmitted to the 'infpc<5tion of Sir ^William 
Jones. In this country the fabrications of 
a Chatterton, efcaped for a feafon, the pene- 
tration of the learned, and acute. 

In the Poftfcript to the Memoirs, I have 
omitted to mention in its proper place, that 
a monument was eredted at Oxford to the 
memory of Sir William Jones, by a fubfcrlp- 
tion of the gentlemen reliding in Bengal, 
who had received their education at the uni- 
verfity there and at Cambridge. . 'The in- 
feriptien on the elegant monument executed 
by Flaxman, at the expenfe of Lady Jones, 
and placed In the anti-chamber to the Chapel 
of Univerfity College, Oxford, is annexed 
to the Preface. 

It has frequently been remarked, that the 

f 

charadle’rs of very "eminent men cannot be 
clofely examined without a confiderable di- 
minution of the rcfpc<fl, which their general 
fame has excited. 





' • • # * 

From whatever fource this yemark may 

liave proceeded, or to whateyer degree of 

truth It* may he ^titlect, I ^cAnnot but ex- 

• • 

prefs a fylicitiidc^ that it miy derive no con- 
firmation* from the work now* prefented to 
‘the ‘public. Imprcfled with admiration, rc- 

fpe£t, and efteem for ,the memory of Sir 
• ♦ 

William Jones, whether I contemplate his 
genius, his learning, or his virtues, I wifh 
to transfer my o\yn feelings to the minds of 
my readers; but whilft I diftruft my own 
efforts, I am equally anxious to guard againlt 
'extravagant cxpedtations in them, and any 
want of difcernmcnt in myfelf. 


TEIGNMOUTH. 
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MEMOIRS' 


Ot TttF. " 

LIFE, WRITINGS, AND CORRESPONDENCE, 
» 

OF * 

SIR tVILLlAM JONES. 


The origin of the family of Sir William 
Jones on the maternal fide, has been traced, 
by the induftry of Lewis Morris, a learned 
Britifli antiquary, to the anclenf Princes and 
Chieftains of North Wales. WifU whatever 
delight, however, the C atnbrian genealogift 
might purfue the line of his anceftry, a bar- 
ten catalogue of urycouth names would fur- 
nifh no entertainfnent to .the reader. •! fhall 
only tranferibe from the liff a finglc and 
remarkable name in one of the collateral 
* branches, that of William o Dregaian, who 
died in one thoufand five hundred and. eighty 
Lire— V. f. 
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one, at the age of one hundred and five 
years ; with \he note annexed to it, that by 
three wives he ^lad thirtj^-fix children, , fcvQn 
more by two concubines, an^' that Eighty of 
his iflue, during his life, were living in the 
parifii of Tregaian, in Anglefey. 

But I infect, without apology for the anti- 
cipation, a letter* addrefled by Mr. Morris to 
the father of Sir William Jones, as an jntcr- 
efting memorial of an arfeient cullom w'hicli 
is daily falling into difufe, and a plcafing 
fpecimen of the mind and talents of the 
writer. 

•To William Jones, Efquirc. 

Sir J January J, 1740- 

It was a cufioha among the Ancient 
Britons*«(and ftill retained fn Anglefey) for 
the moft knowing among them in the do- 
feeut pf families, to fend tb(;ir friends of the 
fame ftock or ‘family, a dydd calan lonawr a 
calennig, a prefent of their pedigree ; which 
was in order, I prefume, to keep up a /riend- 
(hip among .relations, which thefe people 



. ^ 

preferved furprifingly, and dc^ to this day 
among the meaneft of them, to the fixth and 
feverrth degree. 

, Sonae^writ^s take notice thjit the Gauls 
alfo were noted for this affeftion and regard 
for their, own pepple, though ever fo diftantly 

3 

related. Thefe things, to be fure, are trifles : 

* 

but aU other ^Xhings in the \Vorld are trifles 
too: . 

I take .men’s boilies in the fame fenfe as I 
take vegetables. Young treds propagated by 
^ed or grafts, from a good old tree, certainly 
owe fome regard to their primitive flock, 
provided trees could a>5l and think ; and as 
for rny part, the very' thought of thofe brave 
people, who ftruggled fo long with a fl;pcrior 
power for their liberty, infpires me with fuch 
an idea of them, that I almoft adbre their 
tnemofies. Therefore, to keep up that old 
laudable cuflom,*! herewith fend vou a 
Jenyig of the lame kind as that above men’- 
tioned j which 1 deilre you will accept of. 

• *I hav |5 re^on to know, it is founded on 
good authtftlty; for boihr my father and mo- 
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ther were rel^atcd to your mother, and came 
from the fame Hook mentioned in the in- 
clofed ; \vhich is ;he reafon I am fo wtill ac- 
quainted with your mother’s d^fcent;.and on 
the fame account, till further enquiry, an 
utter ftrangcr to your father’s family. 

As you were young when you left the 

f 

country, it cannot be fuppofed Ihat you could 
know much of thefe things. I have had* too 
much time there ; I wilhi I had not ; for 1 
might have applied it to better ufe than I have. 
If this gives you any pleafurc, I ftiall be glad 
of it ; if not, commit it to the flames : and 
believe me to be, with truth and finccrity, &c. 

K 

‘ Lewis Morris. 

Leaving the genealogical fplendour of the 
family of Sir William Jones to the contempla- 
tion of the antiquary, it may be remarked 
with pleafure, that^its latelbdefccndants have 
a claim to repiitation, founded upon the ho- 
nourable and unambiguous teftimony of per- 

ibnal merit. His father was the celebrated* 
* • 

philofopher and mtfthematiciau who fo emU 



nently diftingulO^ed himfelf iatlie commence- 
ment of the laft century: and' a Ihort, but 
tjiore, accurate Iketeh of his Kfe than has hi- 
therto^afpear^^, which I am enabled to give 
from the authority of his fon, may be accept-r 
able to the lovers of fcience. 

• a 

Mr. William Jones born in the year 
1680, in Angicfey; his parehts were yeomen, 
or Uule farmers, on that ifland ; and he there 
received the heft Education which they were 
able to afford: but the incluftrious exertion 
of vigorous intcllctfrual powers, fupplied the 
dcfedls of inadequate inftruifiion, and laid the 
foundation of his future fame and fortune. 
From his earlieft yearS; hir. Jop^s dif(?bvered 

a propenfity to mathematical ftudies, and, 

• » 

having cultivated thcrfi with affiduity, he be- 
gan his career hi life, by teaching mhthema- 
^ics on-board a man of wrar: and in this fitu- 
ation he attra^od. the notice, and o[)taincd 
the friendlhip, of Lord Aofon. In his 
twenty-fecond year, Mr. Jones publifhcd a 
• Tireatjfe on the Art of Navigation ; which was 
received < with great approbation. He was. 
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prefent at the capture of Vigo, in 1702; and, 
having joined his comrades in queft of pil- 
lage, he eagerlj fixed upon a booicfejler’s 
ihop as the object of his depredation ; but 
finding in it no literary trcafures, which were 
the foie plunder that he coveted, he content- 
ed himfelf with a pair of feiflars, w^hich he 
frequently exhibited to his friends as a trophy 
of his military fuccefs, relating the aneedpte 
by which he gained it- He returned with 
the fleet to England, and immediately after- 
wards eftabliflied himfelf as a teacher of ma- 
thematics, in London ; where, at the age of 
twenty -fix, he publifhed his Synopjis palma- 
riorum Mat!\efeos\ a decifive proof of his 
early and confummate proficiency in his fa- 

vourite fcience. 

The ^vate charadler of Mr. Jones w'as 
refpcdlable, his manners were agreeable and 
inTiting; and thefe qualitiesmot only contri- 
buted to, enlarge the circle of his friends* 
whom his eftaWifhed reputation for science 
had attradled, but alfo to fecurc their aWach- 
ment to him. . ‘ " 
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Amongft others who honoui'ed him with 

their efteem, I am authorized to mention the 

$ » 

great, and virtuous Lord Herdwicke. Mr. 

Jones ^artendev'^ him as a companion on the 

circuit when he was chief jufticej and this 

nobleman, when he afterwards held the great 
« • 

feal, availed himfclf of the opportunity to 
teftify his regard for the mtrit and charaQer 
of his friend, by conferring upon him the 
office of fecrctary for the peace. He was aJfo 
introduced to the friendfoip of Lord Parker 
([afterwards prefident of the Royal Society), 
which terminated only with his death j and, 
amotngft other diftinguiffied charadlers in thtf 
annals of fcience and literature, Jihe n;tmes of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, Halley, Mead, and Samuel 
Johnfoh, may be cniftncratcd as the intimate 
friends of Mr. Jones. By Sir Ifaac. Newton, 

•he was treated with particular regard and 

# 

confidence, and^ prepared, with his afient, the 
very elegant edition of fmall trails on the 
higher mathematics, in a mode which ob- 
tained the approbation, 'and increafed the 
efteem, of.the author for. him.-. 
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After the retirement of Lord Macclesfield 
to Sherborne Caflle, Mr. Jones refided with 
his lordfliip as ^ member jof his family, and 
ln(lru£ted him in the fciences.^ In tiji’is fitu- 
ation, he had the misfortune to lofe the 
greateft part of his property, the accumulation 
of induftry and economy, by the failure of a 
banker; but the friendlhip of Lord Maccles- 
field dlminiflied the weight of the lofs, by 
procuring for him a finecarc place of confi- 
derable emolument. The fame nobleman, 
whow'as then Teller of the Exchequer, made 
him an offer of a more lucrative fituationj 
but he declined the acceptance of it, as it 
would have impofed on him the obligation of 
more official attendance, than was agreeable 
to his femp'er, or comp;:tible with his attach- 
ment to /cientific purfuits. 

In this reueat, he became acqumnted with 
Mifs Mary Nix, the youngeft daughter of 
George Nix, ^ cabinet-maker in London, 
who, although of low extra^Iion, had raifed 
himfelf to eminence in his profeffion,^ and, 
from the honeft and pleafant fr^nknefs of 



his converfation, was admitted to the tables* 
’of the great, and to the injimacy of Lord 
Ma<;cl 5 sfield. The acquaintance of Mr. 
Jones with ^ifs NiX, terminated in mar- 
riage; and, from this union, fprang three 
children, the laft of whom, the late Sir 
William Jones, was born in London, on the 
eve of the festival of Saint, Michael, in the 
y^ar 1746 ; and a few days after his birth 
was baptized by* the chriAian name of his 
■ father. The firA fon, George, died in his 
infancy; and the fccond child, a daughter, 
Mary, who was born in 1736, married Mr. 
Rainsford, a merchant retired from buAnefs 
in opulent circumAances. Tl^is lady periAi- 
cd mifiTably, during the j’car 1802, in con- 
fcqucncc of an aocideut from* her clothes 
catching fire. • 

Jones furvived the birth of his fon 
William but three years; he was attacked 
with a dilorder, which the fagaclty of Dr. 
Iviead, who attended him with the anxiety of 
*an affectionate friend, immediately difeover- 
cd to*b<; a polypus in, the heart, and wholly 



incurable. This alarming iecret was com- 
municated to Mrs. Jones, who, from an af- 
fe<^ionate but mtftak'en motive, could' never 
be induced to dilcover if to her hulbarfdj and, 
on one occafion, difplayed a remarkable in- 
ftance of felf-conamand and addrefs in the 
concealment of it. 

A well-meaning friend, who knew his 
dangerous fituation, had written to him a 
long letter of condolence, ‘replete with phi- 
lofophic axioms on the brevity of life ; Mrs. 
Jones, who opened the letter, difeovered the 
purport of it at a glance, and, being defired 
by her hulband to read it, com po fed in tire 
moment' another lecture fo clearly and ra- 
pidly, that he had no fufpicion of the decep- 
tion ; anti thts fhc did ir> a flyle fo cheerful 
and entertejning, that it greatly exhilarated 
him. He died loon after, in July 1749, 
leaving behind him a great reputation and 
moderate property. 

The hillory of men of letters is too often' 
a melancholy detail of human mifery, exhi- 
biting the unavailing ’j(^ruggles of genius and 
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learning againft penury, and fife confumed 

in fruitlefs cxpedlation of pavonage and re- 

yrard. * We contemplate’ wit4i fatisfaftion the 

reverse t)f thys pidurc in the hiftory of Mr. 

• • 

Jones, as vve trace him in his progrefs from 
« • 

obfeurity to diflinctlon, and in his participa- 
tion of the fricndfliip aftid beneficence of the 
firft charafters of the tim(?s. Nor is it left 
grateful to remark that the attachment of 
his profeflt-d friends did not expire with his 
life ; after a proper interval, they vifited his 
widow, and vi(‘d in their offers of fervice to 
her ; amongft others to whom fhe was par- 
ticularly obliged, I mention with refpedl, 
Air. Baker, author of a Treatife on the Im- 
proved Microfeope, who afforded her im- 
portant affifiance, iif arranging t?ie colled:ion 
of flK’lls, foflil^, and other curiofitieS, left by 
her deceafed hufband, and in difpofing of 
them to the beft advantage. The library of 
Mr, Jones, by a bt'qucft in his will, became 
the property of Lord Macclesfield. 

"Xlie coijipilers of the Biographical Dic- 
tionary, kk their account of l^r. Jones, have 
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alici'ted, that- he had completed a mathe- 
matical work of thefird’ importance, and had 
fent the firll flicpt of it tq^ tlie prefs, when 
the indilpofition, 'which tcnn^natcdi in his 
death, obliged him to difeontinue the im- 
prefiion ; that, a few days before his demife, 
he entruded the manufeript, fairly tranferib- 
ed by an amanuenlis, to the care of I^ord 
Macclesfield, who promifed to publifii it, ,as 
well for the honour of the author, as for the 
benefit of the family, to whom the property 
of the work belonged. The Earl furvived 
his friend many years ; but The IntroduTlion 
to the Mathcmat ies (the alleged title of the 
work) was forgotten, and, after his death, 
the manufeript was not to be found. There 
is no evidence in the memoranda left by Sir 
William Jones, to confirm or <iifprovc thefe 
aflertions. Such of the mathematical works 
of Mr. Jones as have been publiflied, arc 
much admired .for ' neatnefs, brevity, and 
accuracy 

^ In Hutton’s Philo.soplHc.lI Dictionary,^ c Lave the 
following eniuneratir>n of the works of Mr. Jefnes;— 

A New 



The care of the education of William now 

devolved upon his mother, *jvho, in many 

• * 

A New Compendium of xhc w*IioIe Art of Navigation, 
5mali^»\:o. ITOL'.' 

Synopsis paunarlortini Matheseos; or a new Intro* 

• diicflou to tlic Mathematics, containing the principles of 

arithmetii’ and gctynctrv, deinonsiraied in a short and 
c-isy inctiiud •, S\o. 17o(j. * ^ 

Ja the riido ophlcal Transactions; — 

A Coinpeiididus Dj-posit:on of tquations fur exliihit* 
ing the Relations of Geometrical Lines*. 

A Tract of Logariilims. 

Account of a Person killed by Lightning in Totten^ 
iiain-roiirt Cliapei, and its EHeers-on the Building. 

Properties of Conic Sections, deduced by a compen- 

• dioiis method. 

He was also the editor of some niathematical works of 
Sir Isaac Newton, lUKicr the title of ** Analysis, per 
qu.iiuitatum series, Iluxiones, ac diderentias: cum enu- 
incratione iinearum tertii ordinis.’" • 

In the library of rrinity-coUege, Cambridge, some let- 
ters from Mr. Junes to Cutes, who%as af that time 
engaged in gi\uig lectures at the college, arc preserved. 
They ao not cemtain a iy material infophation; but 
having, with the permission oi the college, obtained 

• copies of them, by the^^ohtc assistance of hlr. Brown, I 

annex them to this note, together with one^ from Mr. 
totes to Mr. Jones. *• 

1^‘ttcr from Mr. Jonks to Mr. Corr s. 

•— JSlR; J^ofidctif Sepiember \~th, ITII. 

• five paper concerning Sir Isaac Newton’s 
method of Intei’polation, whith you ’have been pleased ta 
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refpefts, was eminently qualified for the talk. 
Her charafter^ as delineated by her hulband 
with fomewhat'of mathematical precifion, 

C 

is this : that flie was virtuous Svithout 


send me, being done so very neat, that it will be an in- 
jury to the curious in thc^e things to-be kept rUiy longer 
without it; therefore must desire that you would grant 
me leave to publish it in the Pliilosopliical 'rransactionv* 
You may be assured that I do not move this to ymi 
without tSir Isaav’s approbation, wlio I find is no less 
willing to h*ne it done, d’he r\c\9 edition of the Prin^ 
eipia is what we wait for with groat j npaticiice, though at 
the same time I believe the bf)' !: '.ill be fir iviore valua» 
ble than if it hrul been dfuio in a iiurry, since I iind the 
interruptions are net^svary, and .such a> will rendcT it 
complete. We h.ue nothing ct^n'-tderablo in hand here 
at present, only Mr. J>cmoire’s rreatise on Chances, 
which makes a whtde transaction, fie is very fond of it, 
and we may ex\*ocr it well done. Mr. Rapiison ha^ 
printed off four or five sheet*! of his history of Fluxions, 
but being^ she^. ed Sir Isaac ^v’ewton’s (who it seem,s 
would rather have them write against him, than have a 
piece done fn tliat mame'^r in hi-> fa\bur) he got a stop 
put to it, for son>c time at least. Dr. Halley has almost 
Enished the printing of the Ci’-eeiiwich Observations, 
which will^ be a W'ork of good use, esj>ecially as it is now 
freed from ^hc tritles it was loaded with. Sir, I have 
one thing which I would trouble you with further, and 
that is, to let me know what lectures, or other papers of 
Sir Isaac Newton’s, remain in jour University unpub- 
lished. This may be done at your leisure. It v^buld be 
a great satisfaction tb me, if I could be any way service- 
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«* blemifh, generous without ’ extravagance, 
frugal but not niggard, cheerful but not 

• . * • 

•able \o you here at Loiulon; and should readily embrace 
any oj)iH^tiiniiy approve and express myself, what I 
*ain exceedingly obliged to be, 

^ Voiir most affectionate friend. 

And faithful servant, 

• Wii.LiAM Jones, 

# 

Fiopi tin" Same. 

•• 

Slit, London^ Oc/. 25, I'll!. 

’i 'he t’^vour of your account of Sir Isaac's 
pnpers UT:.ar Cambndge, I return you my hearty thanks 
for; and, as yon huve some further considerations about 
the Doctrine of Diirerenccs, I am assured tliat they can- 
f not but be valuable; and if a few insranccs of the applica- 
tion were given, perhaps it wouJvl not be amiss. Having 
tarried sonio time ft>r a convenient opportunity, 1 was 
obiigeti to send you at last Moreton's book by the carrier, 
though it will only satisfy you that Dr^ Gregory had but 
a very slender ii<uIon of the design, extent, and U'-e of 
lib 5d of tlu* Pi‘:njysit, I hope it will nc^ be Ibng before 
y<ni tinJ leisure to send rnc what you have further done 
on this curious No excuse miiSt be made 

against the publishing of them, since with respect to 
*• repiitaiion, I dare say iywill be no way to your disadvan- 
tage. I have nothing of news to send yot^, only the 
Germans anil Krcr.rh have in* a violent manner attacked 
lise philosophy of Mir D iac Nowton, and scern resolved 
to stand by Des Cartes. IMr. JCed, as a person concerned, 
undertaken to defend ar.d answer some things, as 
l)r. Vrwnd afi 1 Dr. IMcaJ do in their way, tJte re^i. I 
Would havp sent you the vv hole voiVrover y, wa^^ I not 



** giddy, dole but not fullen, ingenious but 
** not conceited, of,lpirit but not paflionatc, 

sure that you know tKose only are most capable of^ob- 
jecting agiiinst hi'- witings, that least understand them. 
However, in a little time, you will sec some of them in 
the Philosophical Transactions. 

I am. Slip, ^ 

Verj much your friend and servant, 

W'lLLIAM JoNFS. 

Answer to the foregoing*, by Mr. Co j e.s 

Dear Sir> 

I have received Morctoii\N book. I thank 
you for the fa\our you did me in sending it. I have 
looked over what relates to his way of interpolation j but 
I find no cause from ilicnce to make any alteration. 
The controversy concerning Sir Isaac's philosophy is a 
piece of ilews th^.t I had not heimd of. I think that plii- 
losophy needs no defence, especially when attacked by 
Cartesian!i> Qpe Mr. Careen, a fellow of Claie-Hall, 
seems to have nearly the same design with those German 
and French objectants, whom you mention. His book is 
now in our press, and almost fiiisbeJ I am toldj he will 
add an Appendix, in which he undertakes also to square 
the cirde. I need not recommend his performance any 
further to* you. ‘ < 

I am, Sir^ your obliged friend. 

And humble servant, 


R. C 



17 ’ 

•* of her company cautious, in-hcr friendfliip 

trufty, to her parents dutiful, and to her 

« * 

* ' From Mr. Jon Ks to Afr. C otes. 

, ’D«ArSir, ' Lending ^aft, Ilf 17 \\^\2^ 

I have sent you here enclosed the 
topybf a letter, that I found amonp: Mr. Collins’s paperi$» 
from Sir Uaac Ncwtpn to one Mr. Smith. The contents 
thereof seem in a great measure to relation to what 
you are about, as being the applkatlon of the Doctrine 
of Differences tef the , making of tables; and for that 
reason I thought* it might be of use to you, so far as to 
sec what has been done already. I shewed this to Sir 
Isaac: he remembers that he applied it to all sorts of 
tables. I have more papers of Mr. Mercator’s, and 
others, upon this subject ; though I think none so mate* 
^■ial to your purpose as rhis. I should be very glad to see 
W’hat you have done upon this subject all published ; and 
I must confess, that unless you design a large volume, it 
were much better to put them into the Pliilosophical 
Transactions, for that would sufficiently pr^erve them from 
being lost, which is the common fate of small singie tracts, 
and at the same time, to the trouble ttid e:fperise of 
printing them, since the subject is too curious to expect 
any profit from it ; and besides now, as the Kptal Society 
having done themselves the honour of choosing you a 
‘•member, something froo) you cannot but be acceptable 
to them. Sir Isaac Jiimself expects these thinjjs of you» 
that I formerly mentioned to hidi as ^•^our promise. 

, 1 am. Sir, your much obliged friend, ^ 

and humble servant, 

Wauliam Jones« 


X/t— V. L 
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** hufbahd ever faithful, loving, and obedi- 
ent.” She .had by nature a ftrong under- 

' r 

From Mr. Joxes to Mr. Cote.s. 

« 

Sir ; London^ Feb, J 7 1 2- 1 3. 

The Royal Society having ordered one 
of their books for yon, and anoilier for Mr. Saundjrson, 
also one for Trinity-College library, and one for the 
University library *, I wotiid not lose the opportunity of 
paying you my respects, by sending them. I neetl not 
tell you the occasion and design of t ha*- collection. You 
will see readily, that it affords such light concerning what 
it relates to, as could not easily have been discovered any 
other way; it also shews, that your great predecessor, 
whose illustrious example I don't doubt Imu you follow, 
never employed his time about things ordinary. 1 have 
no mathematical intelligence to send you. IVIr. Kei' 
thinks he has dij^covered a very easy and practical solu- 
tion of the Keplercun problem. If Moreton\s book is of 
no use to you, ]»lease to send it to me, though 1 fear it 
will yiefd me hat small assistance, having occasion for 
variety of modern solstitial meridian altitudes of the Sun, 
such as vnay ke dejMjnded u^x)n. Helvctius, Fhimntcad, 
and the French observations, seem defective. I should 
be glad tA infom»cJ where I can be supplied best. I 
am extremely pleased to find that Sir Isaac's book is so 
near being finished; and it is pot les.s p.grceubJe to me tc 
hear, that your own book is in siiQh forwardness. You 
are much* in the right \>f it to print your lectures and 
other p.i|>er«, in a book by itself; it is better than to have 
them lie up and down among other things. What I 
fornierly proposed as to ilic jmlting of things Hie 
Philosophical Transactions, is only fit fof a she n or two, 
but not exceeding* that. ^ I \ery much long to sec those 



(landing, which was nnprovcJ by his con- 
vcrfation and inrtruftion. Under his tuition 

t * 

vAUiabfe pieces, and hope you wi^ let me know in what 
time* I gia/ expect them. — Do me the justice to believe, 
tliat I am, with all sincerity, ** 

Your most humble servant, 

WlLI,IAM JONES- 

• n 

From the Same to the SXmk. 

Sir, * London, j4pril 29th, 

Ever since I received your very kind 
letter, and Moreton’s brmk, I waited for an opportunity 
of sending you some old manuscripts I had by me, and 
at last am obliged to venture them, by the carrier. They 
relate, in some measure, to the method of Differences: 
the folio one, 1 find, was written by one Nath. Torperlv, 
a Shropshire man, who, when y»>ung, was amanuensis to 
Vieta, but afterwards writ against him. He was cotem- 
porary with Briggs, 'fhe book, 1 think, can be of no 
other use to you than in w'hat relates t* the history of 
that method, and in having the satisfaction of seeing 
what has been formerly done on that sabjec&t 1 am 
mightily pleased to see the end of the Frincipiay and re- 
turn you many thanks for the instructive indeXi that you 
have taken the pains to add, and hope it will not be long 
iJcfore we shall see the b^inning of that noble book. 1 
sliall be in some paip till I hear that you have received 
my old manuscript, it being a favouri:e purely cm account 
of some extravagancies in iti but I shall think it safe in 
your hands. 

1 ^ I am, Sir, 

Tcai affectionate friend, and humble servant, 

Wii-LtAM Jom:s. 
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(he became a confidcrable proficient in Al- 
gebra, and with a view to qualify herfelf for 

* # 

the office of preteptor to her fiftcr’s (bn, who 
was deftined to a maritime prpfcffion, made 
herfelf perfect in Trigonometry, and the 
Theory of Navigation. Mrs. Jones, "after 

f • 

t 

Frorrf the Sami, to the Same. 

9 

Dear SiRj * Lomlbn^*Ju!t/ 11 M, 17J3* 

It is impossible to represent to you, 
with what pleasure I received y^Jiir inestimable present 
of the Principta, and am much concerned ta find myself 
so deeply charged with obligations to you, and such 1 
fear as all my future endeavours will never be able to re* 
quite. This edition is indeed exceedingly beautiful, and 
interspersed with great variety of admirable discoveries 
so very natural to its great author ; but it is more so from 
the additional advantage of your excellent preface, wiiich 
I wish much ta get published in some of the foreign 
journals; and since a better account of this book cannot 
be given^ I suppose it will not be difficult to get it done. 
Now, this great task being done, I hope you will think 
of publishing your papers, and not let such valuable 
pieces lie by. As to what . you mentioned in your last, 
concerning tny old manuscripts, though for my part I 
know of nothing worth your notice publicly in them, but, 
if you do find any, the <end of my sending them is the 
better answj^ed ; and you know tliat you may do as you 
please. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient sen^l^t,' 

WxLllAM JoNXSb 



the death of her hufband, was urgently and 
repeatedly folicited, by the C6untefs of Mac- 

i ^ 

clcsfleld, to remain at Sherborne Caftle i but 
* 

having, formed a plan for the. education of 
her.fon, with an unalterable determination 
to purfue it, and being apprchenllve that her 
refidence at Sherborne roi^ht 'interfere with 
the execution of it, fhc declined accepting 
thcT ■friendly invitation of the Countefs, who 
never ceafed to retain the moft affedtionate 
regard for her. 

« In the plan adopted by Mrs. Jones for the 
inftrudtion of her fon, flic propofed to rejedl 
the feverity of difcipline, and to lead his 
mind infcnfibly to knowledge and exertion, 
, by exciting his curiolity, and diradling it to 
ufeful objefts. To his inceffant importuni- 
ties for information on cafual topics of con- 
'•verfation, which fhe watchfully ilimulated, 
flic conftantiy ‘replied, and ‘will 

kffo'w ; a maxim, to the obfervance of which 
he always acknowledged himfclf indebted 
for liisiutufe attainments. By this method, 
his defirc to learn became ai eager as her 



wilhi to teach ; and fuch was her talent of 
inllrudtion, apd his facility of refining it, 
that in his fourth ^ear he* was able to read, 
.diftindUy and rapidly, any EngUih boolr. She 
particularly attended at the fame tinie to the 
cultivation of his memory, by making him 
learn and repeat fome of the popular fpecches 
in Shakefpeare, and the beft ofKjay’s Fables. 

If, from the fiib:cv]uent eminence of Sir 
William Jones, any general conclufion Hiould 
be eagerly drawn in favour of early tuition, 
we mull not forget to advert to the uncom- 
mon talents both of the pupil and tlie 
teacher. 

In commun cafes, premature inftrudlion 
has often been found to retard, rather than 
accelerate, the progrefs exf the intelledtual 
faculties f and the fuccefs of it fo much de- 
pends upon the judgment of the tutdr, and 
the capacity of the fcholai, upon the Ikill 
of the one, as well as upon the difpofition 
and powers of the other, that it is impofSble 
to preferibe a general rule, when inftrudtion 
ought to begin, or a‘ general modei by which 
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it ihould be conveyed ; the determination in 
both cafes muft be Jeft^ to the difcretion of 
parents, ^vho ought to be the moil compe- 
tent to decide. 

In thij year of his life, Jones providen- 
tial]) cfcapt;d from two accidents, one of 
v\ hich had nearly proved fatal to his fight, 
the other to^is life. Being left alone in a 
room, in attempting to ferape feme foot from 
the chimney, he fell into the fire, and his 
clothes were inllantly in flames : his cries 
.brought the fervants to bis affi fiance, and he 
was preferved with fome difliculty i but his 
face, neck, and arras, were much burnt. 
A ihort time afterwards, when this attendants 
were putting on his clothes, whii^ were im- 
prudently faftened w‘th hooks, he ftruggled, 
either in play, ' or in fome childiih'pct, and 
a hook was fixed in his right eye. By due 
care, under the dire<flions of Dr, Mead, 
whofe friendlhip with his family continued 
unabated after his father’s death, the wound 
was-h^ledj but the eye was fo much weak- 
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ened, that the fight of it ever remained in»- 
perfcd. , 

His propenfity to reading, which had be^ 
gun to difplav itfelf, was for a time checked 
by thefc accidents; but the habit was ac- 
quired, and after his recovery he indulged it 
without reftriint, by perufing eagerly any 
books that came in his way, and with an at- 
tention proportioned to his ability to com- 
pix'hend them. In his fifth year, as he was 
one morning turning over the leaves of a 
Bible in his mother’s clofet, his attention 
was forcibly arrefled by the fublime deferip- 
tion of the angel in the tenth chapter of the 
Apocalypfe, '‘and the impreffion which his 
imagination, received from it was never ef- 
faced. At a period of mature judgment, he 
confidered the pafiage as equal in fublimity 
to any in the infpired writers, and far fupc- 
rior to* any that cpuld be produced from 
mere human compofitions ; and he was fond 
of retracing and mentioning the rapture 
which he felt, when he firft read it. In his 



fixth year^ by the ailiftance of a inend, he 

was initiated in the nidimenta of the Latin 

* • , * 

grarrfmar, and he committed fome paflages 
of it to memoiy' ; but the dull .elements of a 
language having nothing to captivate 
his childilh att^ption, he made little progrels 
in it; nor was he encouraged tO perfeverance 

m 

by his mothrt, who, intending him for a pub- 
lic* education, was unwilling to perplex his 
mind with the ftudy of a dead language, be-' 
fore he had acquired a competent knowledge 
•of his native tongue. 

At Michaelmas 1 753, in the dole of his 
feventh year, he was plaeed at Harrow School, 
of which the worthy and amiabfe Dr» Thack- 
eray was then head mafter. The ,amule- 
ments and occupations of a fchool-boy are of 
little importance to the public ; yet it cannot 
•be umnterefting, or uninftruftive, to trace 
the progrefs of a’ youth of genius and jtbilities, 
from his earlied efforts to that proficiency in 
univerfal literature which he afterwards at- 
tained.* Durtng the two firft years of his refi- 
dence at Harrow, he 'was rithcr remarked 



for diligence and application, than for the fu- 
perjority of hif talents, or the extent of his 
acquifitions; arid his attention was aiinofl 
equally divided between his books and-a lit;^ 
ik garden, the cultivation and emhellifliincnt 
of which occupied all his leilure hours, flis 
faculties however ncceflarily gained ftrength 
by exercife j and during his fcl^ool vacations, 
the fedulity of a fond parent was without in- 
.termiliitMi exerted to improve his knowledge 
of his own language. She alfo taught him 
the rudiments of drawing, in which flic ex- 
celled. 

In his ninth year, he had the misfortune 
to break his ■-thigh-bone in a I'cramble with 
his fchool-ifello^vs, and this accident detained 
him from fohool twelve months. After his 
lelicf from pain, how'cver, the period of his 
confinement was not fuffered to pafs In in- 
dolence>; his mother was his. conftant com- 
panion, apd amufed him daily with the pc- 
rufal of fuch Englifli books, as (he deemed 
j^pted to his tafic and capacity, 'pre Ju- 
venile poems -of Pope, and Dryden’s Tranf- 



lation of tlie -^neid, afforded 'him inceffant 
delight, and excited his poetical talents, which 
Uifpkyed tlicmfeh^es in the* compofitioa of 

verfcii in iiaitation of his favourite authors. 

• • 

But his progrefs in claffical learning,' during 

this interval, was altogether iufpended ; for 

although he might have availed himfelf of 

the proffercd.jnfl^ru(?lion of*a*friead, in whofe 
* 

houfe he relidod, to aetjuire the rudiments of 

J 

i.atin, he was then fo unable to comprehend 

Ik 

its utility, and had fo littlo relilh for it, that 
,he was left unreftrained to purfue his juve- 
nile occupations and amufements, and the 
little whicli he had gained in his two firfl; 
years, was nearly loft in the third. 

On his return to fchool, he was .however 

• • 

placed in the fame efafs which be would have 

attained, if the progrefs of his ftddies had 

not been interrupted. He was of courfc far 

behind his fellow-labourers of the fame ftandr 

. « 

jng, who erroneoufly aferibed his infuffici- 
ency to la^inefs or duinefs, w'hile the taafter 
' who had r^ufed him to a fituation above his 
powers, tequired exertions of which he was 
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mcapable, and corporal puniflimcnt and dc-» 
gradation were applied, for the non-pcrform- 
ance of talk?, which he Had never beeh in- 
ftruified to furnifh. But in truth he far ex- 
celled his fchool-fellows in general, both in 
diligence and quicknefs of apprehenfion; nor 
v/as he of a ternper to fubmit to imputations, 
which he knew to be un merited. Puniflt- 
ment failed to produce the intended cfiefl ; 
but his emulation was roufed. He devoted 
himfelf inceflantly to the perufal of various 
elementary treaiifes, which had never been ex- 
plained' nor even recommended to him ; and 
having thus acquired principles, he applied 
them with fach Ikill and fuccefs, that in a 
few months^ he not only recovered the ftation 
from which he had been degraded, but was 
at the Head of his clafs: his compofitions 
were correcl:, his analyfis accurate, and he 
uniformly gained every prize offered for the 
beft exercife. 1 le voluntarily extended hU 
Audies beyond the preferibed limits, and, by 
foJitary labour, having acquired » competent 
knowledge of the rukrs of profody,’ he com- 
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pofed verfes m imitation of Ovid; a talk, 
^hich had never been required from any of 

the fludents in the,lowerYch(»ol at Harrow. 

• • 

The behaviour of'the’mafter to Jone% 
made an impreflion on his mind, which he 
ever* remembered with abhorrence. Little 
doubt can be entertained, that he might have 
been ftimulated . to equal exertions, if encou- 
rag^ement had been fubftituted for leverity, 
and inftrudlion fof difgrace. The accumu- 
lation of punilhment for his inability to fear, 
before he had been taught to fly, (I ufe his 
own expreflion) might have rendered thefed- 
ings callous ; and a fenfe of the injuftice at- 
tending the infliilion of it, wa% calculated to 
deftroy the rerpc<fl due to magiflerial au- 

r » 

thority, and its inflaence over the fcholar. 
It is*a mateiiai> and perhaps unavoidable dc- 
. fe-fl iu the fyllem of education at public 
fchools, that thp neceflity of regulating in- 
flrudion by general rules, muft often prc; 
elude that attention to the tempers and capa- 
. cities of individuals, by which their attain- 
ments might be eflentialiy promoted. 
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In liis twelth year, Jones turas fnoTed into 
the upper fchool. Of the retentive powers of 
his memory at this period, the followinjj 

t 

anecdote is a remarkable inftance. , His 
fchool -fellows propofed to amufe thcmfelves 
with the reprefentation of a play; and at his 
recommendation they fixed upon the Tem- 
peft: as it was not readily tq procured, he 
wrote it for them fo correfily from merqory, 
that they aded it with great fatisfu£tion to 
themfelves, and with conlidcrablc entertain- 
ment to the fpedfators. He performed the 
chara<aer of Profpero. 

His diligence increafed with his advance- 
ment in the ibhool: he now entered upon the 
ftudy of the Greek tongue, the charailers of 
which he had already learned for his amufe- 
ment. Hie genius and afliduity were alfo dif- 
played in variou.'i compofitions, not required 
by the difcipline of !he fchool.^ He tranilatcd 
into Englifh vC’ it feveral of the epiftles of 
Ovid, all the pai : : : 's of Virgil, and compof- 
id a dramatic pie.u on the flory of Mcleagtr, 
which he dej^uMiu ited a tragedy; and it was 
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a£ted during the vacation^ h^ feme of his 
School-fellows with whom was iHoft in- 
tima^p. *In his own play, B'e performed the 
part of the hero. 

A copy of this little compofition^ inaccu- 
rately transcribed by a relation, has been 
* • 

preferved ; and to gratify that cpriofity which 
the mention of.it may ha vt excited, I fele^ 
frona it the following lines : 

^ • At \LANTA (speaks). 

Still Discord raves, Bcllonn ficrct^lv stormy 
^lars calls, and Caledonians exclaim. 

• Altinea, fraught with ire, forgets her son, 

And meditates lierce vengeance in her heart. 

At Diaii’s sacred shrine a billet lies, 

On which depends the life of Meleager. 

'This, stern Althaa spied, — then fury tir’d 
Her furious mind, — she knew the fate’s decree : 

'I'lirite ilid she rate, and^thricc repress’d* her hand; 

At length she threw the billet on the fire, 

Which gently ga^hcrM round its impious prey; 

And now in absent ilatncs the hero burns. 

• Wildly be stares ; his glaring eye-balls sink 
Beneath their sorjaetft, and omit their light- « 

11 is shiver’d hair hangs danglmg oV?r his face; 

.He rends his silken vest, and wnngs hi.* hands. 

And groans, possess’d with agonizing pain. 

• • 

Thefe juvenile efforts contributed to efla- 

a, , 
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blifh the influence and reputation of Jones in 
the fchoolj and the fuccefs with which his 

i 

fludies had latterly been ptirfued, left him no 
reafon to regret the difadvantages under 
which he had at firlt laboured. His im- 
provement in the knowledge of profody was 
truly extraordinary; ne foon acquired a pro- 
ficiency in all the varieties of J^oman metre, 
ib that he was able to fcan the trochaic and 
iambic verfes of Terence, before his compa- 
nions even fufpeiled that they were any thing 
but mere profe. He alfo learned to tafte the 
elegance of that writer, and was frequently 
heard to repeat with particular fatisfa^iion the 
rule in the Andria : 

Facile onincs perferre ct pati, 

Is^unquani pnepor»;ns se aliis. 

Such was^ the extent of his ajttainments, and 
fuch his facility of compofition, that for two 
years he wrote the exerclfes^of many boys in 
the two fiiperior clklTes,' who often obtained 
credit for performances to which they had no 
title, whilfl: the (Ipdents in the fame clafi 
wkh himfclf were to bccojne' his pu- 



pils. During the holidays, his iludies were 
varied, but not relaxed; in thase intervals, he 

♦ * I 

learned the rudiments of French and arith* 
rpeticf and was particularly gratified with an 
invitation to attend the meetings of learned 
and ingenious men, at the houfe of that 
amiable philofopher, Mr. Baker, and his 
friend, Mr. Pgnd, As an intfodudtion to the 

A 

knowledge of the fubjedls difculTed in this 
literary fQciety, by the particular recommend- 

It 

ation of his mother, he read the Spe^acle de 

>■ 

^ Nature: he acknowledged, however, that 
he was more entertained with the Arabian 
Talcs, and Shakefpeare, whofe poems and 
plays he repeatedly perufed with increafed 
delight. , 

t 

In the ufual recreations of his icho(d-fel- 
lows at Harrow,* Jones was rarely a partaker; 
and thb hours which they allotted to amufe^ 
ment, he generally devoted to improvement. 
The following anecdote ftrongly indicates the 
turn of his mind, and the imprellion made 
by his liudieS. He invented a political play, 

I.* D 
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In which Dr. * William Bennct*, 6i(hop of 
Cloyne, and th^ celebrated Dr. Parr, were his 
principal afTociates. They divided the ,6elds 
. in the neighbourhood of Harrow, According 
to a map of Greece, into ftates and king* 
doms ; each fixed upon one as his dominion, 
and affumed an ancient name. Some of their 
Ichool-fellows cohfented to be ftyled barbari- 
ans, who were to invade their territories and 

♦ The Bishop of Cloyne, in a letter to the Dean of St. 
Asaph, dated November 1795, mentions Sir WUliatii 
Jones in terms of respect and aflection: — “ I knew him 
•• (he writes) from the early :*ge of eipht or nine, and ht 
was always an uncarwnon boy. Great abilities, great 
particularity of thiaking, fondness for MTiting verses 
^ and plays of various kinds, and a degree of integrity 
** and manly ctairage, of which I remember many in- 
" stances, distinguished him even at that period. I 
** loved* him* and revered hi^ti, and, though one or two 
years older than he was, was alw’ays instructed by him 
“ from , earliest age. 

** In a word, I cajj only say of this amiable and wmn- 
derful man, tliat he had mq^e virtues, and less faults, 
** than ^ ever. yet saw in any human being, and that the 
goodness of liis^hcad, admirable as it was, tvas ex- 
ceeded by that of his heart. I have never ceased to 
** admire him from the moment I first saw himj and my 
esteem for his great qualities, and regret for his Icvjs, 
will only end with my life/* v 
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attack their hillocks, which were denominat- 
ed fortrefles. The chiefs .vigc^oufly defended 
their Tefpedtive domains ag^nll the incurlions 

t 

of the .enemy; and In thefe imhative wars, 
^he .young ftatcfmcn held councils, made 
vehement harangues, and compofed memo> 
rials, all doubtlefs very boyilh, but calculated 
to fill their mibdsSvith ideas of legiflation and 
civil •government In thefe unufual amuf^ 
ments, Jones w'as ever the leader; and he 
might juftly have appropriated to himfelf the 
words of Catullus ; 

Ego gyninasii flou, vgo decus olcu 

Dr. Thackeray retired from die fuperin- 
tendance of the fchool at Harrow^ when his 
pupil had attained his fifteenth year. It was 
a fingular tr^t m the charadter of this good 
man and rcfpe«5table tutor, that he never ap- 
plauded the bell ^eompofitions of his fcholars, 
from a notion which he had* adopted, that 
pratfe only tended to make them vain or idle. 
Blit the ^opinion which he gave of Jones in 
private was,* tjpit he was a boy *»f fo aSive a 
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mind, tliat if he were left naked and friend- 
left on Salifbur'jj^ Plain, he would nevfrthelefs 
find the road to fame and riches. 

r 

Dr. Thackeray was fuccceded hy Dri Siim- 
ner; and for his information of the courfe of 
ftudy purfued at Harrow, a plan of the lec- 
tures and excrcifes in the upper fchool was 
accurately delineated by ji>ne5, at the fug- 
geflion of the principal , afliftant, who' {)rc- 
fented it to the new mafler, with many en- 
comiums on the talents of his favourite feho- 
lar. He annexed to it a colleilion of hh 
compofitions, including his tranflation of the 
paftorals of Virgil. Dr. Sumner quickly dif- 
tinguifhed Rim; and of the two complete 
years •whUh he paflTed under that excellent 
inftrudor, it is fufficient to fay, that he em- 

• e . • 

ployed them in reading and imitating the 
befl ancient authors; nor did he confine him*^ 
fyf iriferely to the fompofitiems of Greece and 
Rome; he learned the Arabic chara^ers, and 
ftudled the Hebrew language fufficiently to 

r V ^ 

enable him to read feme of the'Pfalcis* in the 
original. His ard^r for knowledge tfas fo 
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unlimited, that he frequently devoted whole 
nights to ftudy, taking coffee^or tea as an an- 
^dote to drowfinefs; and ms improvement 
by thffe* extraordinary exertions was fo rapid, 

* 9 

that he foon became the prime favourite df 

, t 

his mafter, who with an excufable partiality 
* • • 

was heard to declare, that Jones knew more 
Greek than himlfelf, and w'as a greater pro- 
ficiept in the idiom of that language. Nor 
W’as he lefs a favourite with his fellow-ftu- 

f 

dents than with his mafter. He acquired 
popularity with them, by the frequent holi- 
days that rcw'arded the excellence of his com- 
pofitions. His reputation at the fame time 
W’as fo cxtenfive, that he was often flattered 
by the enquiries of ftrangers, under the title 
of the Great Scholar.* 

Of* his juvenile compofitions in ptofe and 
.Ycrfe, the early fruits of rare talents and un- 
bounded indufti^ fomc have been pripted in 

% 

the fragment of a w’ork which he began at 
fthool and entitled Limon in imitation of 
‘Cic<fro.^ During the laft months of his refi* 

* -Works of Sir William Jones, vcfl, vi. p. 38/5. 
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djettee at Harrow, Dr. Sumner not only dit. 
penfed with his attendance at fchool, but was 
obliged to int^did): his application, iacoQ> 
feqiience of a weasels of fight contht^ed by 
it. His compofitions were not however dif- 
continucd; and he obtained the alfifiance of 
the youger ftudents to write them from his 
dilation. Ha ’employed <thp intervals of 
fuipended duty, which fie was relu6lantly 

compelled to admit, in learning chefs, by 

/ 

pra^fing the games of Philidor. 

During the vacations, his application wag 

diredted to improve his knowledge of French 

and arithmetic, to which he alfo added the 

ftudy of the Italian. Books he had always at 

command ; for his mother, who contem- 

plated with delight the progrefs of her fon, 

with a wife liberality allowed him unlimited 

credit on her purfe. But of this indulgence,- 

as he i^ew that her finances, were reftridted, 

€ 

he availejd hinrfelf no further than to pur> 
chafe fuch books as were eifential to his im- 
provement. 

J ihall here Cranfezibe, without alteration or 



omiflion, a litter which the young ftudent, 
at the age of fourteen, wrot^to his fitter, to 
eonfole her for the^ death of a friend. 

m 

Dear Sister, 

When I received your letter, I was 

^ • 

very concerned to hear the death of your 
friend Mr. Reynolds, whiclv I confidir as a 
piece of affli£lion* common to us both. For 
although my knowledge of his name or cha- 
racter is of no long date, and though I never 
Jiad any perfonal acquaintance with him, yet 
(as you obferve) we ought to regret the lofs 
of every honourable man; and if I had the 
pleafure of your converfation, J would cer- 
tainly give you any confolatory advice that 
lay in my power, and make it my bufinefs to 
convince you what a real fhare I take’ in your 
'.chagrin. And yet to reafon philofophically, 

I cannot help thinking any grief upo^ a per- 
fon's death very fuperfluous, and inconfittent 
with Icnfe; for what is the caufe of our for- 
row ?. it becaufe we hate the perfon deceal^? 
tliat were to imply ttrange c^tradidtion, to 



40 

f C 

exjMrefs our joy by the common Hgns of for- 
jrow,, If, on the other hand, we grieve for 

e 

one who was near to us,"! fhould reply that 
we Aould, on the contrary, rejoice ^t his 
having left a ftate fo perilous and uncertain as 
life is. The common ftrain isj ’Tis pity fo 
virtuous a man Ihould die:”— but I aflert the 
contrary; and .when I heaS* the death of a 
perfon of merit, I cannot help refle^ng,.bow 
happy he muft be who now takes the reward 
of his excellencies, without the pofiibility of 
falling away from them and lofing the virtue 
which he profefled, on whofe character death 
has fixed a kind of fcal, and placed him out 
of the rcach,t of vice and infamy ! for death 
only doles a man’s reputation, and determines 
it as either good or bad. On the contrary, 
in life nothing is certain; whilft any one is 
liable to alteration, we may poflibly be "forced 
to retrad; our efteein for him,, and fame time 
or other he may appear to us, as under a dif- 
ferent light than what he does at prefent; for 
the life of no man can be pronounced cither 
h?ppy or mifejfable, • virtuous or abandoned. 
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before the concluiion of it. It ‘was upon this 

reflection, that Solon, being a^ced by Crcefus, 

tncknarch of imntenfe riches, who was the 
* • 

liappipft* man ? anfwered, After your death I 
fhall be able to determine. Befides, though a 
jnan fliould purfuc a conltant and determin- 

• • I 

ate courfe of virtue, though he 'were to keep 
a regular fygimietry and uniformity in his 
actions, and profen'e the beauty of his repu- 
tation to the laft, yet (while he lives) his very 
virtue may incur fome evil imputation, and 
provoke a thoufand murmurs of detraction ; 
for, believe me, my dear lifter, there is no in- 
ftance of any virtue, or focial excellence, 
which has not excited the envy of innumer- 
able aflailants, whofe acrimony is, railed 

» 

barely by feeing others pleafed, and by hear- 

, • 

ing commendation which another enjoys. 
■•It is hot cafy in ijiis life for any man, to 
cfcape cenfure;*!fnd infamy requires very little 
labour to afiift its circulation. But there is a 
kind of fanCtion in the characters of the dead, 
whidi^tgiveS due force and reward to their 
merits, and defends them frclmVhe fuggef- 



tions of calumny. But to return to the point; 
what reafon if there to difturb yourfelf on 
this melancholy occafion ?‘ do but reflect that 
thoufands die eveiy moment of time, that 
even while we fpeak, Ibme unhappy wretch 
or other is either pining with hunger, or 
pinched witK poverty, fometimes giving up 
his life to the f)oint of the. fw'^rd, torn with 
convoilfive agonies, and undergoing many 
miferies which it were fuperfluous to mention. 
We fhould therefore compare our afHi£lions 
with thofe who are more miferable, and no* 
with thofe who are more happy. I am 
afliamed to add more, left I ftiould feem to 
miftruft your'prudence; but next week, when 
1 underftapd yoor mind is more compofed, I 
fhall write you word how all things go here. 

I defigned to write you this letter in French, 
but I thought 1 could exprefs my thoughts 
with mtore energy, in my ov^n language. 

I come now, after a long interval, to men- 
tion fome more private circumftances. Pray 
pve my duty to my Mamma, and thank her 
for my Ihirts. **They fit, in my opinion, very 
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well ; though Biddy fays they are too little in 
the arms. You may cxgedt ^ letter from me 
every day in the week till I come home; for 
lyirs. •Bifcoe has defired it, and, has given me 
fome franks. When you fee her, you may 
tell her, that her little boy fends his duty to 
her, and Mr. Bifcoe his love to liis filler, and 

•4 • 

defircs to be *?emembered to Mifs Cleeve: he 
nlfo* fends his compliments to my Mamma 
and you. Upon my word I never thought 
our bleak air would have fo good an effcfl 
.upon him. His complexion is now ruddy, 
which before was fallow and pale, and he is 
indeed much grown: but I now fpeak of tri- 
fles, I mean in comparifon of^iis learning; 
and indeed he takes that with, wonderful 

f 

acutenefs; befides, his exceflive high fpirits 
increafe mine, and give me comfbrt, fince, 
•.after Parnell’s departure, he is almoft the only 
company I keep. As for news; the only 
article 1 know is, that Mrs. Par is dead and 
buried. Mr. and Mrs. Sumner are well: 
the hucr thanks you for bringing the letter 
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from your old acquaintaace, and thf: former 
luis made me an elegant prcfent. I am now 
very much taken up with' ftudy ; am to fpe^ 
Antony’s fpeech in Shakefpeare’s Julius Qefar 
(which play I will read to you when I come 
to town^, and am this week to make a de- 
clamation. T add no more than the fmcere 
well-wUhes of your faithful friejid, 

And aiJetStiondte brother, , . 

"VViLLiAM Jones. 

If I am not deceived by my partiality for 
the memory of Sir William Jones, this letter 
will be perufed with intereft by the public. 
The topics feledcd for the confolation of his 
lifter, are not Indeed of the moft novel na- 

r 

ture, nor the beft adapted to afford it; and 
we may fmile at the gravity of the young 
moralift, contrafted vrith the familiarity of the 
circuml^nces detailed in the Jatter part of the 
epiftlc, which I found no difpofition to rejcdl: 
but the letter, as it ftands, will furnifti no 
contemptible proof of his talentg and fratei- 



nal afiediofl, and may fcrve as a ftandard o( 
compariron to parents, fo^ eftynating the abi> 
Ikies of their own children. 

. The . period of tuition unde^ Dr. Sumner 
paired rapidly, to the mutual fatisfa£tion of 
the maftpr and fcholar, until Jones had reach- 
ed his fe\’’enteenth year ; when It was deter- 

• t • 

mined to renfpvfe him to one* of the Univer- 
fities*. This determination was not adopted 
without much hefitation ; for it had been 
■ ftrongly recommended to his mother, by 
•Sergeant Prime, and other Lawyers, to place 
him, at the age of fixteen, in the office of 
fome eminent fpecial pleader : and they fup- 
ported their recommendation by an obferva- 
tion, equally flattering to him aqd tepipting 
to his mother, that his talents, united with 
fuch indefatigable induftry, muft tnfure the 
*. mod brilliant fuccqfs, and confequently the 
acquilltion of wealth and reputation. • It is a 
Angular proof of his curiofity to explore un- 
ufual tracks of learning, that, at this early 
age** be had perufed the Abridgement of 
Coke’s Iriftitutes, by Irtland^ with fo much 
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attention> that- he frequently amufed the legal 
friends of his_ mother, by reafoning with 
them on old cafes, which’ were fuppofed to 
be confined to the leaned in the profeffion. 
The law, however, at that time, had little 
attraftion for him j and he felt no inclina- 
tion to renounce his Dcmoflhenes and Cicero 
for the pleadings in Weftmihftor-Hall. His 
difguft to the ftudy of the 'law had alfo been 
particularly excited, by the perufal of fome 
old and inaccurate abridgement of law-cafes 
in barbarous Latin. This difmclination on, 
his part, the folicitude of Dr. Sumner, that 
he fliould devote fomc years to the comple- 
tion of his llv\dies at the Univerfity, and the 
objedlions of his mother, founded on rcafons 
of economy, to a profeflion which could 
not be purfued without confiderable expenfe, 
fixed her decifion againfl the advice of her 
legal ffienda. The choice of an Univerfity 
was alfo the occafion of fome difculfion. 
Cambridge was recommended by Dr. Sum- 
ner, who had received his education tbdtei 
but Dr. Glafie,. wli(2 had private pupils at 
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Harrow, and had always diflingullhed Jones 
by the kindeft attention, recommended Ox- 
ford. His choice was adopted by Mrs. Jones, 
who, in* compliance with the wiflics of her 
fon, had determined to refide at the Univer- 
Aty with him, and greatly preferred the fltua-. 
tion of Oxford. 

In the Spring- of 1764,* be went to the 
Univerfity for the purpofe of being matricu- 
lated and entered at College * : but he re- 
turned to Harrow for a few months, that he 
might finilh a courfe of ledturcs, w^hich he 
had juft begun, and in which he had been 
highly intcrefted by the learning, eloquence, 
tafte, and fa^city of his excellqpt inftrudlor. 

They feparated foon after with mutual regret, 

• • 

and in the following* term he ft.\ed himfelf 
at Oxford. 

The name of Jones was long remembered 
at Harrow’, with refpedt dtie to his fupe- 

. * The following Is the form of his aclml'j.sion into 
University College, copied from hi.s owa writing:— 

• Ouli«lmus Jones, films unicus Culielnii Jones, Armigeri, 
de civitaft Lond. lubens subscribe sub tiuamine Maglstri 
Betts^. ct Magtstri Coulson, aniu>s natils septeiidecim. 



irior talents and unrivalled Erudition; and he 
was frequently'^ quoted by Dr. Sumner, as the 
ornament of his fchool, and as an example for 
imitation. He had not only diftinguilhed 
himfelf by the extent of his claflical attain- 
ments, and his poetical compofitioms, but by 
the eloquence of his declamations, and the 
tnallerly mannA’ in which they'were deliver- 
ed. In the varied talents which conftitute an 
orator. Dr. Sumner himfelf excelled ; and his 
pupil had equally benefited by his example 
and inftruiflion. In the behaviour of Joncr 
tow'ards his fchool-fellows, he never exhibited 
that tyranny, which in the larger feminaries 
of learning *^is fometimes pradlifed by the 
(enior, over the younger ftudents. His dif- 
pofition equally revolted at the exercife or 
fufferance of oppreffion; and he early exhi- 
bited a mind, ftrongly ipiprefled with thofe 
moral •diftindlions which hte ever retained. 
Of the friendlhips which he contra(fted at 
fchool, many were afterwards cultivated with 
reciprocal afiedlion; and among the«ffiends 
of his early ye^s, feme ftill furvive, who re- 
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member his virtues with delight, and deplore 
his lofs. , ^ 

.His friend Parnell, whofe departure from 
fcliool.he laments in the letter to his filler, 
w’as the late Sir John Parnell, who held the 
office of Chancellor of ^ the Exchequer, in 
Ireland. His tellimony of the" merits, ca- 
pacity, and ppgficiency of his "friend and fel- 
low-l\udent, at tiarrow, cxtradled from a 
memorandjam, which he gave to Lady Jones, 
will confirm my own account of him : — 
The early period of life is not ufually 
** marked by extraordinary’' anecdote : but 
“ finall circumftanccs become interefling, 
“ w^hen we can trace in them tlie firft prin- 

“ ciples of virtue, and the firfl; fyrpptojns of 

• 

“ thofe talents which afterwards fo eminently 

“ dillinguifhed the character of Sir "William 

'■*. Jones: He gave ycry early proofs of his 

“ pofl'elfing very .extraordinary abilitiesj* His 

% 

■“ iuduflry was very great, and ’his love of li- 
“ terature was the rcfult of difpofition, and 
" not*of^fubraiflion to control. He excelled 
“ principally in his knowledge of the Greek 
language. • His compofitions. we’re dif- 
n/c—\. I. E 
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“ tinguiflicd by his precife application of 
** every worcl^ agreeably to the moft ftri<S 
“ clallical authority. He imitated the cljo- 
“ rufes of Sophocles fo fuccefsfully, ^hat his 
“ writings feemed to be original Greek com- 
“ pofitions ; and he was attentive even in 
“ writing ihe Greek charadlcrs with great 
“ corredlnefs. His time being employed in 
“ ftudy, prevented his joining in thofe plays 
“ and amul'ements which occupied the time 
“ of his other fchoolfellows : but it induced 
“ no other fingularity in his manners ; they 
“ were mild, conciliating, and cheerful. When 
“ I firft knew him, about the year 1761, he 
“ amufed kimfelf with the ftudy of botany, 
“and in collecting foflils. In general, the 
“ fame purfuits which gave employment to 
“his mature underftanding, w'ere the firft.- 
“ objccfs of his youthful attention. The 
“ fame difpofition formed, the moft diftin- 
“ guiflicd features at an early, and at a late 
‘‘ period of his life. A decifion of mind, 
“ and a ftriCt attachment to .virtue, ; an en-. 
“ thufiaftic Jove of liberty, an uniform fpirit 
“ of philanthropy, were the characteriftics of 



51 . 


“ his youth, and of his manhood t he did no 

“ a<9:, he ufed no expreflic>n, ^hich did not 

* § 

“ fuftify thefe aflertions.” 

A ■collc« 3 ;ion of Englifh poems, compofed 
by M.r. Jones, at Harrow, was prefented by 
him to his frien^ Parnell, in 1763. The 
firft and longeft of the colledtion, containing 
more than thrte hundred and thirty lines, is 
entitled Prolufions, and is a critique on the 
various ftyJcs of palloral writers. This was 
•written by Mr. Jones, at the age of fifteen, 
a^d is the original of the poem, which he 
afterwards publilhed under the title of Ar- 
cadia *. 

The variations between his firft attempt 
and fubfequent publication are vary aonfi- 
dcrable. In his earlieft compofition, he makes 
• Menalcas, w'ho reprefents Theocritus, the 
fether of paftoral poQ^ry, adopt the language 
of Chaucer, as the only model he could take 
for a fpecimen of the Efiglifti Doric. Spenfer 

fpeaks in his own dialeift, and, as the poet fays, 

• • 

in the roughest veil the sweeteft song. 

* Works, vol. X. p. 28 J. 

• E 2 
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In the original eflay, Mr. Jones gives the 
prize to Tityri^s, Virgil : but, in the latter, 
Theocritus divides the kingdom of Arcadia 

c 

between Virgil and Spenfer, and afljgils .to 
them his two daughters. Daphne and flyla, 
by whom he underf^ands thf two forts of paf- 
toral poetry'; the one elegant and poliflied, 

f ^ 

the other fimple and unadofned, in both 
which Theocritus excels. ' ‘ 

The remaining poems in the .colIe^Slion, 
confift of tranflations and imitations of lio- 
race, Sophocles, and Theocritus ; Saul an:l 
David, an Ode ; and a Satire on the inor- 
dinate Love of Novelty. 

A manulcript of thefe poems, in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Jones, was prefented to Lady 
Jones, by Sir John Parnell, a few weeks only 
before liis death. I fele£t as a fpecimen of 
Mr. Jones’s poetical talents, at the age of 
fourteen, the fho.rteft in ilie collection, in 
imitation of a well-known Ode of Horace *, 
and addrelTed to his friend Parnell 

« 

• • 

c * 

* Ode 14. lib. ii. 
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How quickly fades the vital flow’r I 
Alas, my friend! each silent hour 
% Steals unpcrceivy aw^y : 

The early joys of blooming jouth, 

Swefit innocence, and dove-cy’d truth| 

• ^ ^ 

Are destin’d to decay. 

Can zeal, drear Pluto’s wrath restrain? 
Noj’tho’ an hdurly' vi<Jii?n stain ^ 

His hallow’d shrine with bloody 
Fate will rfjcalthcr doom for ndne ; 

The sceptred king^ must leave his throne, 
* To pass the Stygian flood. 

Tn vain, my Parnell, wrapt in case, 

We shun the merchant-marring seas ; 

In vain we fly from w’^ars; 

In vain we shun th’ autumnal blast; 
(The slow Cocytus must be pass’d^) 
How needless are our cares ! 

• 

Our house, our land, our shadowy grove 
The very mistress of our love. 

Ah me, we foon must leave! 

Of all our trc(;s, the liated boughs 
Of Cypress shall alone diffuse 
• Their fragranc^ o’er our grave. 

• 

To others shall we then resign 

"^J ’he num’rous casks of sparkling wine. 
Which, frugal, now we store; 
With them a more deser\dng heir, 
*fls^this oar labour, this our care?) 

Sl^ll stain the stucco floor/ ^ 


176 ; 
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The new fituation of Mr. Jones, at the 
Univerfity, cKd not at firft correfppnd with 

I 

his expe<5tations.. Under the tuition of* a 

* 

mafter, who faw with admiration, his pa- 
pacity and application, who was anxious to 
alfift his exertions, jind rew,irded their fuccefs 
with unlimited applaufe, his ardour for learn- 
ing had been faifed to a dcgrei? of enthufiarm; 
at the Univerfity, he expected to find a Sum- 
ner or Afkew. in every mafter of arts, and 
generally the fame paflion for literature, which 
he had himfelf imbibed. It was evident that 
fuch extravagant expectations mu ft be dif- 
appointed ; and from the public leCtitres, he 
derived little gratification or inftruClion ; they 
wera mufh below the ftandard of his attain- 

I 

ments, and, in faCl, -were confidered as merely 
formal : and, inftead of pure principles on 
fubjc-’ of tafte, on rhetoric, poetry, and prac- 
tical ’morals, he complained, that he was re- 
quired to attend dull comments on artificial 
ethics, and logic detailed in fuch barbarous 
Latin, that he profefled to know as .Utile of it 
as he then k’aew of Arabic. The only logic 



then in fafliion was that of the fchools ; and 
in a mejnorandum written by himfelf, which 
i^my authority for thefe remarks, I find an 
anecdfitc related of one of the fellows, who 
was reading Locke with his own pupils, that 
he carefully paflod over e^ery paflage in which 

9 

that great metaphyfician derides the old 
fyftem. *• 

. * 

XV'ith the advice, of Dr. Sumner, he was 
preparing* for the prefs his Greek and Latin 
compofitinns, including a_ Comedy, written 
hi the language and meafures of Ariftophanes. 
But his folicitude to appear as an author, was 
perhaps prudently checked by the advice of 
other friends ; and the propofe 9 publication 
from which he expeijled an inertafe of re- 
putation, was rehuflantly poftponed. This 
comedy, which bears the title of Mormo, 
**llill cxifts, but in a»ftatc of fuch mutilation, 
from the deprcifations of worms and time, that 
it cannot be piiblilhed without very copious 
conjeiflural emendations. 

Attcf thc’tefidencc of a few months at the 
Cniverfity, on the 3ifl. of Odlober, 1764, 



IVIr. Jones was unanimoufly elefted one of 
the four fcliohrs on the foundation of Sir 
Simon Bennett, to whofe 'munificence he w?s 
ever proud to acknowledge his obligations. 
The profpeft of a fellowfhip, to which he 
looked with natural impatience, was however 
remote, as h^ had thi'ee feniors. 

His partiality for Oriental literature now 

began to difplay itfclf in the ftudy of the 

Arabic, to which he was ftrongly incited by 

the example and encouragement of a fcllow- 

ftudent, of great worth and abilities, who had, 

acquired I'ome knowledge in that celebrated 

language, and offered him the ufe of the bell 

books, with which he was well provided. In 

acquiring the prontinciation, he was alfillcd 

1 

by a native of Aleppo, who fpoke and wrote 
the vulgar Arabic fluently, but was without 
any pretenfions to the chara£tcr of a fcholar. 
Mr. Jones accidentally difeovered him in 
London, where he uiually palled his vaca- 
tions, and prevailed upon him to accompany 
him to Oxford, under a promife of maliilaiii- 
ing him there..' This promife he was obliged 



exclufivcly to fulfil for feveral months, at an 
expenfc which his finances cpukl ill afford, 
b^ing difappointed tn the hopes which he had 

cntertjin*ed, that fome of his brother collegians 

• 0 

might be inclined to avail themfelves of the 
afliftance of the Syrian,^ and participate with 
him in the expenfe of his maintdhancc. 

The difguli c-xprcffcd by Mr. Jones after 
his •fir'd introduflion into the Univcrfity foon 
fubfidcd, .and his time now palled with great 
fatisfadtion to himfclf. He found in it, all 
the means and opportunity of indrudlion 
which he could wilh ; and adopted that re- 
fpcdtful attachment to it, which he ever after 
retained. His college tutors, who faw that 

all his hours were devoted to improvement, 

• 

difpenfed with his attendance on their lec- 
tures, alleging <v ith equal truth and civility, 
•ihat he could employ his time to more ad- 
vantage. Their* expc^Slations were wt dif- 
appointed : he perufed with gVeat adiduity all 
the Greek poets and hidorians of note, and 
tfic entire works of Plato and Lucian, with a 
vad apparatus of commentaric^ion them ; con- 
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ftantly reading with a pen in his hand, mal;- 
ipg remark;^, and qompofing in imitation of 
his favourite authors. Some portion of every 

4 

morning he gillotted to Mirza, whom- he em- 
ployed in tranflating the Arabian talcs of 
Galland into Arabic, (writing .himfclf the tranl- 
lation from the mouth of the Syrian. He 
afterwards rorfc<5lecl the gfanfmatical inac- 
curacies of the v'crfion, by the help of Kfpe- 
nius and Golius. In the courfe of his ap- 
plication to this ancient language, he difeover- 
ed, what he never before fufpeded, a near 
conne<5lion between the modern Pcrfie and 
Arabic, and he immediately determined to 
acquire the former. He accordingly {ludied 
it with attention in the only Perfian grammar 
then extant; and having laboured diligently 
at the Guliftan of Sadi, ahiltcd by the accu- 
rate but inelegant verllop of Gentius. and at 
the wall chefen praxis at the clofe of Me- 
ninski’s grammar, he found his exertions re- 
warded with rapid fuccel’s. 

I 

Idis vacations were pafled in Idndon, 
where he daily attended the fchools of An- 
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gelo, for the purpofe of acquiring the elegant 
accompHftimerits of riding and facing. He 
•was always a ftrenuous advocate for the prac- 
tice of bodily exercifes, as no le(s ufcful to in- 
yigqrate his frame, than as a necelTary qua- 
lification for anj^ atftiv^ exertions to which 

he might eventually be called. ’At home, his 

* 

attention wa\ diredled to tile modern lan- 
guages ; and be rbad the beft authors in Ita- 
lian, Spanifh, and Portuguefe, following in 
all refpeiSts the plan of education recommend- 
tcd by Milton, which he had by heart; and 
thus, to tranferibe an obfers'ation of his o-wn, 
with the fortune of a peafant, giving himfelf 
the education of a prince. • 

If the literary acquilitions of ^^r. Jpnes at 

t 

this .period be compared with his years, few 
inftances will be found, in the annals of bio- 
. graphy, of a more fuccefsful application of 
time and talci-rfs, than he exhibits ; and it is 
worthy of obfervation, that* he was no lefs 
indebted to his uncommon induftry and 
methqd for his attainments, than to his fu- 
perior capacity. 



A mind thus occupied in the purfuit of 
univerfal li^.Tature,^ was little fufceptible of 
the paflions of avarice or ambition: but, 

^ t 

he was fenfible that the chai'ges attending liis 
education, notwithftanding his habitual at- 
tention to economy, mini, oecalion a con- 

' » I 

fider-able dedii£tion from the moderate income 
which his mother poflelled, ^he anxioufly 
wifhed for a fellowfliip, that he might relieve 
her from a burden which Ihe could il] fupport. 
If the prolpcCl of acquiring that advantage 
had not been remote, no temptation would, 
have feduced him from the Univerlity ; but 
at the period when he began to defpair of 
obtaining it, he received through Air. Arden, 

whofe filler was married to his friend Sumner, 

• # 

I 

an offer to be the private tutor of Lord Al- 
thorp, now Earl Spencer. lie had been re- 
commended to the family of this nobleman 
by Dr. ..Shipley, to whom lie was not then 
perfonally known, but who had lecn and 
approved his compofitions at Harrow, and 
particularly a Cireek oration in pr^ife of 
Lyon, an hoiu?! yeomen, who founded the 



fchool at that place in the reign of Elizabeth. 
The propofal was cheerfully atcej^ted by Mr. 
Jones ; and in his nineteenth year he went to 
London* and ‘was fo delighted with the man- 
ners^ of his pupil, then juft feven years old, 
that he abandoned all thoughts of a profef- 
fion, and refolved to devote hfinfelf to the 
faithful difchftrge of the important duties of 
his* new fituation.* He had the fatisfadHon 
to find that this determination would pro- 
bably reftore him to the fociety of his beft 
find moft refpedted friencl. Dr. Sumner, as 
he underftood from Mr. Arden, that his 
pupil, after fome preliminary inflrudlion, 
w’ould be fixed at Harrow. o 

He returned for the prefent to Oxford, 
• * . » 
where he remained for a few months, and 

in the fummei' of 1765, went fos the firft 

•.time, had been jpropofed, to Wimbledon 

Park, to take upon himfelf the charge of his 

pupil’s education. 

He was now placed in a fphere perfedlly 
new* <(} him.-— If he quitted the Univerfity 
with a regret proportioned tO, his increafing 



attachment t<3 it, his change of fituation 
offered oth^r advantages, amongft which he 
juftly efteemed his introduction into the firft 
ranks of fociety, and a refidenfce in . one of 
the moft agreeable places in the kingdom. 
He had new objc£l§ to engage his obfen'^a- 
tion, and an interefting occupation, from the 
difeharge of which he defivpd great fatis- 
fa<Stion ; his application toditerature was*pur- 
fued without intermiffion, for, although he 
relided at Wimbledon until the approach of 
the winter only, he found fufiicient leifure to 
compofe many of his Englifh poems, and to 
read thegreateft part of the Old Teftament in 
Hebrew, pasticularly the Book of Job, and 
the Prophets, which he ftudied with great 
attention. 

In thc.courfe of the follo\ving fummer, by 
an unexpeded concurrence of circumftances, 
a fello\vlhip, which, in his<-eftimation, gave 
him abfalute independence, was beftowed 
upon him, and he went for a fhort time to 
Oxford, that he might go through the,rcgular 
forms of ele^on and admiflion’. He was 



accordingly eledled fellow on the foundation 
of Sir Simon Bennett, on the.ytj^of Auguft, 

ij66. 

« 

Th^e itlca of deriving an abfolute independ- 


ence from an annual Income, not exceeding, 

upon an average, one hundred pounds, may 

• ^ 

appear ridiculous when contrafted with the 
enlarged eftimatip of a competence in thefe 
tinies. But this fym, in fa6t, was more than 
the wife economy of a college life then made 
. heceffary for a finglc man, whofe habits of 
jirudencc were formed, amd Mr. Jones con- 
fidcred his fellowlhip as a freehold, in a 
place for which he bad now contrafted an 
enthuhaftic fondnefs, where he had accefs to 
cxtenfivc libraries, rare manuferipts, the com- 
pany of learned men,* and all, as he exprefled 
himfelf, that his heart could wilh i^and if he 


had obtained it a year fooncr, he would pro- 
bably have been induced to decline the de- 
licate and refponfible talk’ of education. 

■ On his return to Wimbledon, he was flat- 
tered, by an offer from the Duke of Grafton, 
then at the head of the Treafury, of the place 



of Interpreter* for Eaftern languages : but, al« 
though th^, acceptance of it might pot have 
interfered with his other ]J)urfuits, or engage- 
ments, he declined it politely^ but' without 
hefitation, earneftly recjuefting that it might 
be conferred upon Mirza, whole charadler he 
■wrote. This difmtcrefted folicitation w’as 
Unnoticed; and'liis difappoirttn^nt made liim 
regret his ignorance of the world, in not. ac- 
cepting the proffered office, under a refolution 
to confign the entire emoluments of it to his 
Syrian friend. 

During his fummer rcfidcnce at Wimble- 
don, he formed an acquaintance to which he 
owed the future happinefs of his life. He 
there faw, for the firft time, Anna Maria, the 

« f 

eldeft daughter of Dr. ^ihiplcy, then Dean of 
Winchefter : but whatever 'impreffions her 
perfon and converfation made upon the heart 
of Mr, Jones, his fixed ideas, of an honourable 
independence a determined refolution never 
to owe his fortune to a wife, or her kindred, 
excluded all ideas of a matrimonial counet- 
tion. In dif&rent •circumilances; he might 



perhaps have then foUcited an alliance, which 
he afterwards courted and obtainedi^ 

.The family of Lord Spencer removed late 

in Autpm*n to London; and Mr. Tones, with 

his ufual avidity to acquire the accomplilh- 

ments of a gentleman, as well as thofe of a 

fcholar, privately arranged a plan vdth Gal- 

lini, who attended the younger part of the 

family,- for receiving«inllru£fions from him in 

« 

dancing; at the fame time he continued his 
morning attendance, without intermiflion, at 
the two fchools of Angelo, with whofe man- 
ners he was extremely pleafed. Before he 
left London, he had an opportunity, which 
lie did not negleft, of learning th« ufe of the 
broad-fword, from an old penfioner at Chejfea, 
who had been active, as his fears proved, in 
. many engagements, and whofe narrative pro- 
penfity frequently amufed him. 

The acquilitiop. of his new accomplilh- 
ment, by Gallini’s afliftapee, hid been made 
with fecrecy; and the difplay of it enabled 
.him to. participate with much fatisfadtion, in 
the evening armufemeiits at *Althdrp, where he 
*. F . • 
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pafled the winter with his pupil. But his 

^eateft de^ght was furnifhed by an excellent 

\ 

library, in which he found intelledlual trea- 
fiires of the, higheft value in his eftimation; 
fcarcely a Hngle book efcaped his infpeftion ; 
and fome of the moft rare^ he perufed with 
indefatigable application. It was at this pe- 
riod, in the twenty-firft year rtf his age, that 
he began his Commentaries on Afiatic Poetry, 
in imitation of Dr. Louth’s Prelections at 
Oxford, on the facred poetry of the Hebrews. 

The fummer of 1767, opened a new fcerte 
to him; the Indlfpofitlon of Lord Spencer ren- 
dered a journey to Spa advisable for the reftor- 
ation of hiS health, and Mr. Jones attended 
thefcunily: but his refidence on the Continent 
was too fltort to gratify his curiofity. At Spa 
he remained only three weelks, part of which 
he dedicated to the lefTons of Janfon, of Ai;:- 
la-CIlapelle, a moft incotnparable dancing- 

c 

matter, and part to the acquifition of the 
German language, in which he fo far fuc- 
ceeded, as to be able to read Geyn'er with 
delight, affifted only by an excellent German 



Qrammar and Di^iionary ; the pronunciatioit 
he had formerly learnt from a collegian, 

who had pafled feme . years at Brunfwick. 
He wOuld gladly have availed himlelf of the 
inftr«6tion of a German mafter; but none 
was to be found at Spa, and his finances were 
unequal to the expenfe of procuring that af. 
fiftance from Aix-la-Chapelle. Notwithftand- 
ing* rfiefe occupations, he found leifure to 
participate in all the amufements of the 
"place. 

• In the winter of 1767, Mr. Jones refided 
with his pupil at Althorp : the attention of 
Lord Spencer’s family was then much occu- 
pied in the contefted eledlion a\ Northamp- 
ton j but as he had peither incliaatioa nor 
inducement to take any part in it, he con- 
fined himfelf chiefly to the library, which 
‘never failed to fupply him with increaling 
fources of entetfainment ^and improvement. 
His excurfions into the regions of literature 

were unlimited, and as his application was 

• • 

diredfed with his ufual perfeverance, he near- 
• • • 

ly completed his Commentaries, tranferibed 
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an Arabic manufcript on Egypt and the Nile^ 
borrowed ^ou D;:. RufTel, and copied the 
keys of the Chineie language, which he 
wiihed to learn. *- . « 

The clofe of this year is marked with an 
occurrence, which probably had a material 
influence oh the determination of his future 
purfuits. From a motive of naere curiofity, 
he was prompted to perufe the little treatife 
of Fortefcue, in praife of the Law.s of Eng- 
land; and, although he was more diverted 
with the fimplicity of the Latin Ayle, thajp 
attracted by the fubje£t, he felt fo much in- 
tereA in the work, as to Audy it with con- 
fiderable attention. In the courfe of the re- 

Ae^ipns yrhich it excited, he was naturally 

« 

led to a comparjfon of the laws of England 
with thcfe of other countries, and he marked 
with delight their uncpntroverted claim to 
fuperiority over the laws of every other Aate, 
ancient or modern. Of this fail he acknow- 
ledged that he had never before entertained 
an idea. He was now qualiAed tq appre- 
ciate with more accuracy, the mefits and de- 



fedls of the republican fyftem df Greece and 
Rome, for which he had adop^d a ftrong 
partiality, natural to an enthudaftic admirer 
of the prat oil and poets of thofe celebrated 
nations ; and to examine their jurifprudence 
by a llandard of comparifon, which impreiled 
his mind with a decided reverfence for the 
inilitutions of his own country. He was 
not", however, regardlefs of the deviations in 
pradtice from the theoretical perfedion of the 
'conftitution in the contefted eIe<%ion, of 
jvhich he was an unwilling fpedlator. 

From Althorp he removed, in the ipring 
of 1768, to Wimbledon, where he received 
a propofal from Mr. Sutton, then Under- 
secretary to the Duke of Grafton, the account 
of which I fhall relate nearly in his own 
words*. 

.. The* King of Denmark, then upon a vifit 
to this country,* had brought with him an 
eallern manufcript, coatainin^ the life of Na- 

* Introduction to the History of the Life of Nadir Shah. 
Works, vol. p. 311. , , 



^ Shah, which he was defirous of having 
Uanilated jp ^England. The Secretary of 
State with whom the Danhh miniiter had 

4 

converfed upon the fubjcd, feiit th6 volume 
to Mr. Jones, requefting him to give a literal 
tranilation of it in the French language; but 
he wholly declined the talk, alleging for his 
\£xcufe, the dryhefs of the fubjedl, the diffi- 
culty of the ftyJe, and chiefly his want both 
of leifure and ability, to enter upon an under- 
taking fo fruitlels and laborious. He men- 
tioned, however, a gentleman, with whom 
he was not then acquainted, but who had 
diilinguiffied himfelf by the tranflation of a 
Peiflan hiftqry, and fome popular tales from 
the Perfic, as capable of gratifying the wiflies 

♦ C 

of his Daniffi Majefty. IV^ajor Dow, the 
writer alluded to, excufed- himfelf on ac- 
count of his numerous engagements, and the 

♦ 

application to Mr. Jones was renewed. It 
was hinted, that his compliance would be of 
no fmall advantage to him, at his entrance 
into life; that it would procure hin^'forne 

t 

mark of dif^^dion, which would be pleaiing 



to him i and, above all, that 'it would be a 
reflexion upon this country, the king 

ihould be obligeJ to cany the manufcript 

* • 

into JFAnce.l Incited by thefe motives, and 
principally the laft, unwilling to be thought 
churlifh or morofe, and eager for reputation, 
he undertook the work, and feat a fpecimen 
of it to his Qanifh Majefty,*who returned his 
approbation of thq ftyle and method, but de- 
fired that the whole tranflation might be per- 
'fe£lly literal, and the oriental images accu- 
rately preferv'^ed. The talk \\ ould have been 
far eafier to him, if he had been direiied to 
linifti it in Latin j for the acquifition of a 
French ftyle was infinitely morp tedious, and 
it was neceflary to have every chapter cor- 
retied, by a native or France, before it could 
be offered to the difeerning eye of fhe public, 
fince in every language there are certain pe- 
culiarities of idipm, and nice lhades of mean- 
ing, which a foreigner can* never attain to 
peifedlion. The work, however arduous and 
tmpi^afant, was completed in a year, not 
without repeated Lints •from*,the Secretary’s 
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office, that it was exped^ed with great iir^> 
patience the Court of Denmark, The 
tranflation was nqt, however, publifhed until 
1 770. Forty copies upon lar^e papei were 
fent to Copenhagen; one of them bound 
with uncommon elegance, fpr the king him- 
felf; and the others, as prefents to his cour- 
tiers. * ,* 

Such were the circumflances which 'in- 
duced him, (as he modeftly obferved,) againft 
his inclinations, to defcribe the life of a con- 
queror; and to appear in public as an authori 
before a maturity of judgment had made him 
fee the danger of the ftep. If, (to quote his 
own words) he had refledted on the little folid 
glory, whi^h a man reaps from acquiring a 
name in literature, on the jealoufy and envy 
which attend fuch an acquifition, on the dif- 
tant* referve which a wrjter is furc to meet' 
with from the generality df mankind, and 
on the obftrudtion which a contemplative 
habit gives to our hopes of being diftinguifh- 
ed in adive life j if all, or any of tbrfe re- 
fletSiions had ©ccunfed to him, he* would not 
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have been tempted by any conllderation to 
• ^ 

enter upon (b invidious and fhat^efs a ca- 
reer: hut^ as Tully fays, hf would have CQn~ 
fideredt . brfor\ be einbarked, the fixture and ex- 
tent ^ of hts voyage-, now, Jince the fails are 
fpread, the vejfcl^ mujt take its courfe. 

What marks of diftin£iion he received, or 
what fruits hp reaped from *his labours, be 
thoi;ght it would HI become him to mention 
at the head of a work, in which he profefled 
to be the hiflorlaa of others, and not of him- 
ielf : but, to repel the falfe aflertions which 
appeared in an advertifement on th's fubjeft 
in the public papers, containing a moft unjuft 
refledlion on the King of Dentfiark, he con»- 
lidered it a duty impofed upon him, by the 
laws- of juftice and gratitude, to print, at the 
beginning of liis tranflation, the hbnourable 
•teftim6ny of regard.which his Majefty Chrif- 
tian VII. fent fmblicly to London, "a few 
months after the receipt of the work, toge- 
ther with the letter of thanks tyhich he rc- 

turned^or fo lignal a token of his favour *, 

• • *. 

^ See Works, voL xi. Preface. 
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From thefel documents, it appears that his 

Danifh M^ei^ fent to him a diploma, con- 

Itituting him a member di the Royal Society 
« 

of Copenhagen, and recommelided' hjm, in 

r '• 

the ftrongeft terms, to the favour and bcne> 
volence of his own fovereign. 

To the hfiftory of Nadif Shah, he added a 
Treatife on Oriental Poetry, ip the language 
of the tranflation: and I, may venture .to af- 
fert, that Mr. Jones was the only perfon in 
England, at that time, capable of producing 
a work, which required a critical knowledge 
of two foreign languages, one of which was 
fcarcely known in Europe. Indeed, when 
we confider, the accuracy of the tranflation, 
which has been acknowledged by the moft 
competent judges; the extreme difficulty at- 
tending a literal verfion of Oriental imagery 
and idioms; the errors common to all manu- 
Icripts, which he had no means of amending 
by the collation of different copies; and the 
elegance and corre^Stnefs of his French ftyle; 
we cannot but exprefs our affonilhnvent ‘at 

II 

the perfejSliop,* of his performance, and the 



rapidky with w^hich it was comjldsd. Hie 

anne:^:ed treatife on Oriental pqeti^ is infiiuc* 

tive and elegant, idterefiing from its novehy, 

and entdttainkig from its fubjedf and varie^, 

• • 
and exhibits the combined powers of tafte aoA 
, « 

erudition. This work was executed by a 
young man in his twenty-third year ; and the 
motives whicji induced hinf to underuse ii:, 
had an equal influence on his exertiom to 
render it as perfeft as poflible. 

' In detailing the circumftances attending 
the firft publication of Mr. Jones, I have car- 
ried the narrative to its conclulion, with fome 
anticipation of the order of time. Part of 
the fummer of 1768 he palTed gt Tunbridge, 
where his private ftudies formed his chief oc- 
cupation, and the winter of that year in Lon- * 
don. ' He availed himfelf of the opportunity, 

. which, his iituation there . afforded, of begin- 
ning to learn ^ .mulic ; and, having made 
choice of the Welch harp, for which he had 
a national partiality, he received ledbns from 
£van$,^ as long as he remained in town; but, 
as he was then ignorant of*. the theoiy of 



mudc* the Itnere pradtice, without a know- 

ledge of the principles of the art, gave him 

little delight. I know not that he ever after- 
% 

wards refumed the pradtice of {the Harp, nor 
« • 
is it to be regretted that he employed the 

time, which muft have been dedicated to the 

attainment ®f any degree of perfedfion on this 

inftrument, in piore important purfuits. 

' i 

In the beginning of this year, Mr. Jones 
formed an acquaintance with Reviczki, after- 
wards the Imperial minifter at Warfaw, and 
Ambaiiador at the Court of England, with 
the title of Count. This learned and accom- 
pliihed nobleman was deeply captivated with 
the charms^ of Oriental literature; and the 
ruputation of Mr. Jones as an Oriental fcholar 
attradled his advances ‘ towards an intirnacy, 
which were eagerly rcceived.- 

After their feparation, they commenced a 
correfpondence, which was. cultivated with 
attention for many years. Of this corre- 
fpondence, much has been loft, and many of 

the remaining letters are defaced and mutikted. 

« 

They generally wrote in Latin, occafionally 
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in French, on literary fubje^ls ^chiefly, but 
more particularly on Oriental literamre. From 
that part of the correfpondpnce, which took 
pjlace in 1768*, I felect fuch lettg-s as feem to 
fall ^ithin my plan, and now prefent a fami- 
liar tranflation of them to my readers. 

* Mr. JPNES to C. REVICZKI. 

• .■ How pleafing was that half hour 
to me, in which w'e converfed on Perlian 
poetry, our mutual delight. I confidered it 
^he commencement of a moft agreeable friend- 
fhip and intercourfe between us; but my ex- 
peftations arc difappointed by the circum- 
ftanccs in which we are unavoidably placed 
for, my bufinefs will confine me to the (oun- 

^ t * 

try longer than I vinlh ; and you, as I am in- 
formed^ are prcfparing to return immediately 
.to Germany. I have, therefore, to lament 
that our intimapy is, as it were, • nipped in 
the bud. I am not, however, without this 
confolation, that if I cannot perfonally con- 
v6rfe*wUh you, I can at leaft correljmnd with 


* Apgendix, No. I 
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joci, and t^tis enjoy the fatisfadtion ariHng 
from a coi^Unication of our fentim^nts and 
fittdxes. In mentioning our friendjhipt I fliall 
not, I tnift, ,be deemed guilty cfc“ an improper 
freedom. Similarity of lludies, fondnefs for 
polke literature^ congenial p.urluits, and con> 
formity of fentiments, are the great bonds of 
intimacy amohgA mankind. Our lludies 
and purfuits are the ianie, with this differ- 
ence indeed, that you are already deeply 
▼erfed in Oriental learning, whilft I am in- 
ceflantly labouring with all my might to ob- 
tain a proficiency in it. But I will not allow 
you to excel me in partiality for thofe ftu- 
dies, finc.e n\)thing can exceed my delight in 
them. Fnom my earlieft years, I was charm- 
ed with the poetry of the Greeks; nothing, 
I then thought, could be more fublime than 
Ac Odes of Pindar, nothing fweeter [than 
Anacilspn, nothing more polifhed or elegant 
riian the golden remains of Sappho, Archi- 
lochus, Alcxus, and Simonides : but when I 

u * 

liad tafted the poetry of the Arabs and Per- 

‘ * 
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The remainder of this letteir^is loft: bat 
from the context, and the anfwfer of ReviczKi 
vte may conclude that it contained an elabo^r 
r^e' panegyrfc on Eaftem poetjy, exprefted 
with, all the. rapture which novelty inlpires, 
and in terms degrading to the Mufes of 

ff 

Greece and Rome. 

a REVIGZKI to W. JONES, Efquire. * 

London^ Feh. 19, 1768. 

Sir, 

• I am highly gratified by your 

recolleftion of me, as well as by the repeated 
compliments which you pay me, in your let- 
ters to Madame de Vauclufe. I muft ac- 
knowledge, that I fefl not a littlt proud , 

them; but ftill more, that an interview of a 

« 

quarter of an hour has procured me the ho- 
*iiour of your friendlhip. I fhould be moflr 
happy to cultivate it, if my plans allowed me 

-9 

to remain longer in this country, or if I 
could at leaft fee you at Oxford, which t 


t • 
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pofpofii: vifi^ng before I lealre England I 
hear, with ipl^afure, that you have ^under- 
taken to publifh (I Treatife on Oriental Pro- 

I 

fody. As I am convinced that ^ou will per- 
form this tafk moft ably and fuccefsfully, I 
anticipate with fatisfa 6 tion the mortification 
of all our European poets, w’ho muft blulh at 
the poverty of their profaiq language, w’hen 
they find that the Oriental dialers (inde- 
pendently of rhyme, which is of their inven- 
tion) have true fyllabic quantities as well as 
the Greek, and a greater variety of feet, and. 
confequently the true fcience of metre and 
profody. 

1 take the liberty of fending you< a rough 
fketch of qne of my latefi tranllations from 
Hafez, with whom I fometimes amufe m>felf 
in a leifure hour. You are too well ac- 
quainted with the genius .of the Perfian Ian-, 
guage, *001 to perceive the rafhnefs of my at- 
tempt ; I do not indeed pretend to give the 
beauty of the original, but merely its fenfe, 
fimple and unornamented. I have added to 
it a very free paraphrafe in verfe, in which. 
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. however, the greateft deviation f^om the text 
confifts,in the occafional fubftitui|on of mif- 
tre/s for mignon, cither, to give a connedtion 

. tcv the*ftanzas * which in this kind of compofi- 
tipn is never preferved, or to make it more 
conformable to ,our .European tafte. The 
Perfian poet indeed fpeaks of his miftrefs in 
the fir ft verfe.** 

Yofi will find in*.the margin fev'eral quo- 
tations from the Greek and Latin Poets, 

• which occurred to my rccollediion, whilft I 
was reading Hafez, cxprefling the lame fen- 

• timents with the Perfian. I hope to have the 
fatisfad.ion of feeing you here before I leave 
England, afluring you with truth,* that I con- 

* fider the honour of yoqr acquaintarsce among 

• the greateft advantages attending mv vifit to 

* 

this country. 

I am, &c. — ■■ 


Lift—v.l. • 
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^ C. .REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

♦ LirndoHy Feb, 24,1768. 

t 

Sir,, •’ , . 

I received your learned, and 
obliging letter on the fame ^ day on which I 
wrote to you; and I read it wdth the greateft 

t 

pleafure, though I could have'^ifhed that it 
had been more juft to your own meriv, ‘and 
lefs flattering to me. I will not however take 
your expreflions literally ; and notwithftand- 
ing your declarations, the tafte and judg- 
ment which you have difplayed in the paf- 
fages quoted by you, evidently prove that 
you have advanced far in Oriental literature. 
I muft hpwever beg quarter for the CJreek 
and Latin ; for, admitting, what I am not dif- 
pofed ttt deny, the perfedtion^ and even the 
fuperiority of the Orientals, particularly the 
Perflans in fome fpccies of- poetry, I w'ould 
without hefitation renounce all knowledge of 
the three Eaftern languages for that of the 


* Appendix, No. 3. 
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Greek alone. I rejoice that you have made 
fo much progrefs in your vroi'k,»and that I 
rnay hojje foon to fee it pi/blilhcd; but how 
to allill you with my advice I kftow not, as I 
have* not with me a lingle treatife upon the 
fubjedl; of Oricnttil profody. It i§ in truth an 
ocean; and fuch are the abundance and va- 
ricty of meafuVes ufed by the Orientals, that 
no memory can retifin them. 

. I am very anxious to learn under what 
head you clafs the Kafidah, a fpecies of com- 
p’ofition highly admired by the Arabs, and 
very fucccfsfully cultivated by them; it has a 
nearer refemblance than any other kind of 

t 

poetry to the Latin elegy, but its conftrudlion 

partakes of that of the >Gaze/*, with this* dif- • 

ference, that the latter is reftriilbed to thirteen 

■couplets, whilft the number of thofc in the 
• 

Kafidah is unlimited; and fecondly, that in 
each dillich of tlie Gazel^- iht^ fenfe inuft be 
complete and hnilhed, whilft in the Kafidah^ 

• • 

* Amatory Poein> it is not restricted to tliiiteen cou- 
plets, as Revic^ki writes, but to Vevente^n, and generally 
contains about*seven or eight. • 

G 2 
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I 

the fentimeilt is continued through fucceflive 
lines. , * - 

Of this fpecies of compofition, I do not 
know a more ptrfeil fpecimfcn, thasi the 
poem on the death of Mohammed, fo. cele- 
brated throughout the Eaft„ that every man 
of letters can repeat it. It is one continued 
allegory, but admirable and pathetic, and be- 
gins, if I rightly rememb^er, thus : 

Does memory recall the blissful bowers 
Of Solynia, the scat of many a friend j 
That thus, thy grief pours forth such copious showery, 
And bursting sighs thy labVing bosom rend ? 

With refpedl to your doubts on the fup- 
pofed allegof-y of Hafez, much may be faid. 
I am rather inclined to believe, that the 
myftical expofition of this great poet, by the 
Mohammedans, may be imputed to their ve- 
neration and refpedl for his memory, and 
that their bbje(ft in it is to jiiftify his condudl 
as a poet, by reprefenting him equally irre- 
proachable in his morals and compofitions. 

Moft of the commentators, as Shemyj Suruiy^, 

• < 

and others, labour to give a myftical inter- 



pretation of his verfes on wind;^ouths, plea- 
sures, and a contempt for religion, fo difcre- 
duable to a good 'muflulman ; but the ableft 
of th^m all, .the learned Sudi, ^difclaims this 

mode of illuftration, and profefles to give a 

• • 

literal expofition of the text of Hafez, in op- 
pofition to the opinions of oth*er commen- 
tators, and without queftioning the purity of 
their, intentions, ^t may not be amifs to 
communicate to you an anecdote, w'hich I 
have read fomewhere refpedling Hafez *. 

'Fhis anecdote is <]uoted by Sir William Jones, in the 
ninth chapter of his Connnentarics on Asiatic Poetry, 
where he states the respective arguments in support of 
a literal or vij/stical interpretation of it. Without pro- 
nouncing a positive decision, he gives an opinion in fa- 
vour of a litoral interpretation as the most probable. 

In an essay on the mysiic.tl poetry of the Persians and 
Hindus^ composed some years afterwards in India, 
(Works, vol iv, p. -II.) he thus expresses himself on 
the subject ; It has been made a question, whether the 
poems of Hafez must bt taken in a literal or figurative 
sense: but the qu«slion does not admit of a*general 
and direct answer*, for, even the most enthusiastic of 
“ his commentators allow, that some of them are to be 
taken literally, and his editors ought to have distiji- 
“ giuslf[;d them, — Hafez never pretended to more than 
human ^virtues, and it is known that he had human 
propensities j — after his juvenile passidns had subsided. 
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« 

After the d[^rath of this great man, fome of 
the religious were difpofed to deny his body 
the right hf fepultiire, alleging in ofyedtion, 
the licentioufnefs of his poetry ; aftfcr a long 

c> ♦ 

difpute, they left the decifion to a divination 
in ufe amongft them, by opening his book at 
random, and taking the fir'ft couplet which 
occurred : It happened to be tips : 

c 

Turn not awav from Mafez’ bier, » * 

Nor scornful check the pitying tear; 

For tho’ immers'd in sin he lies. 

His soul forgiv’n to Heaven shall rise. 

This pafTage was deemed a divine decifiori'; 
the religious withdrew their objc6ions, and 
he was buried in Mofclla, a place rendered 
famous by his own verfes. This anecdote, 
I think, fa related by Kaleb Celcbi. As to 
myfelf, although I am difpofed to believe, 
that when Hafez fpeaks of love and wine, he 
has no recondite meaning, I am equally will- 

f * I 

we may suppose, that his mind took that religious 
" bent, which appears in most of his compositions; for 
there can be no doubt that the following distichs, col- 
** lected from different odes, relate to the myrrfeal theo- 
" logy of the Sufis;” &c. 



ing to declare* that his writliigt| are not dif* 
graced by thofe obfcenities, nor thofe grofs 
and filthy exprcfllbns, which fcf frequently 

• a 

occur iif Sadi. 

Nor can I avoid confidering him a free 
thinker; and a hundred paffages might be 
quoted, in which the poet ridicules the Pro- 
phet and hi^ Coran; as f(Jr,inftance, when 
he .fays, 

Wine, that our sober Seer proclaims 
Parent of sin, and foul misnames, 

With purer joy my soul beguiles, * 

• Than beauty’s bloom, or beauty’s smiles. 

As to the Turkifti poets, I confefs I do not 
read them with the fame pleafure, although 
I am w’illing to allow that fome of them 
have merit. In my opinion, Ruhi, of Bag- ’ 
dad, is the moft agreeable of thena all; he 
.has written fome admirable fatires. Perhaps 
you are not acquainted with him. ^ The 
Turkilh poets in general,* are no better than 
flavifh imitators of the Perfians, and often 
deficient in tafte and harmony. 

I cannot comprehend -how •you have, dif- 
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t ^ 

covered an jndelicate meaning in thefc beau- 
tiful lines of Mefihi : 

« 

Send me not, Q God, to the tomb, before I 
have embraced my friend: ^ * 

unlefs you annex an idea of obfeenity tp the 
expreflion of embracing a youth; a fubje£l 
■which perpetually occurs not only in Orien- 
tal poetry, butT in Greek and .Latin. I fend 
you a recent tranflation^f with a requeft that 
you will return it when you are .tired with 
it, as I have no copy, 

I am, with the greatefl efteem 

and veneration. 

Sir, See. 

C 

♦ REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

I.,cndi9tj 1768 . 

I am at a lols to determine wliethcr 
your letter has afforded me moft plcafure or, 
inftruftion; it is indeed fo .admirable, that I 
muft point out thef only fault which I find in 
it, that of brevity, although you feem ap- 
prehenfive of being thought tedious, .i ArT- 
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pe£t that I am indebted to your partiality and 
politenefs only, for the exceflive encomiums 
which you have beftowed upon my tranfla- 

tion pf *the tjvo odes which I fent to you, as 

• • 

well as for the favourable opinion which you 
entertain of my trifles. I am, however, feri- 
oufly obliged to you for your anlmadverflons 
upon my inaccuracies, thoilgh when I con- 
fider.their number^ I muft impute it to your 
indulgence that you have been fo fparing in 
your corredtions. Without wifhing to leflen 
my obligations to your kindnefs, I cannot 
avoid mentioning by way of apology, that it 
is only three months fince I refumed the talk 
of writing verfes, which I renpunced when 
I left fchool; and not from any motive of 
vanity, or defire of reputation, but merely * 
as an* amufement of my leifure hoi|rs. My 
,relapfe.has produced the tranflation of about 
fifty odes of our .learned Hafez, 

^ For whom, each hour a gi*owing fondness brings 
As by degrees the vernal alder springs. 

• 

The*e lines are taken from a juvenile translation of 
Sir William Jones. • * 



po 

« 

But oblervijlg, in the progrels of the work, 
the immenfe inferiority of my verfion to the 

original, J began to be dKgufted with it. 

I recolleil to have read fomewbere with 

• • 

great pleafure, the PreIe<iiions of the Biihop 
of Oxford, of which you fpcak fo highly, 
and which you propofe to imitate, but I re- 
member nothyig more of this work, than 
that I thought both the ftyle and arrangement 
of it, equally admirable.’ The Grecian and 
Oriental flow'ers fcattered throughout your 

letter, delighted me exceedingly, and your 

« 

fcleclion of them Ihews your judgment. 1 

alfo approve your idea of vifiting the Eaft; 

but previoufly to your undertaking it, I 

would recommend to you, to make yourfelf 

matter of tlie common language of the Turks, 

or of the vulgar Arabic, not only as indifpen- 

lably neceflkry to your communications w'ith 

the Mohammedans, but*as a means of deriv- 
• ■ • « 

ing pleafure and prtifit from the journey, 

I do not mean to apply my cenfures on the 

fervile imitations of Turkifli authors to, every 

«• 

fpecies of imitation j. for in fome inftances the 



imitation, as iVi the cafe of V.i|gil with re- 
^e<Sl to Hefiod, has furpafled the original. 
Nor cjfti Hafez himfelf deny the* imputation 
of plagiarifm, having actually tranfcribed 
whole lines from other poets; his colleiftion 
of poems begins with an inftance of this kind, 
for the very firft hemiftich io tranfcribed 
from one of Yezid*, the fbp of Mowavea, 

with an alteration only in the collocation of 

• • * 

the words, not to mention nearly a complete 
ode in another place; but I am difgufted with 
the flat and perpetual imitation of the many 
Turkilh poets, to whom we may aptly apply 
the words of Horace : 

O servile herd of imitators 

Do you willi to knbw my opinion reipe<Jl-^ 
ing die other Perfiaa poets, and whether I 


* YeziJ was the son of* Mowavea, the first Caliph of the 
race of Oininiah, ami being reproached by his father for 
excessive drinking, replied as follows : 

Does this thy wrath inspire, because I quafFd 
• fhy grape's rich juice? — then doubly sweet the draught. 
Rage^-I will drink unmoved, for to my soul, 
hweet is tlfy wTath, and swebt the Sowing bowl. 
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think Hafe:^ alone elegant ? far from it ; fur 
■who can read without ecftafy the firft page of 
Sadi ? Indeed, my paflion for Oriental lite- 
rature was firft excited by hewing" the fol- 
lowing lines of Sadi accidentally repeated by 
my teacher at Conftantinople, who explained 
them to me*'. 

w 

* e* 

All-bounteous Lord ! whose provide At ial 
E'en on thy proud rebellions sons dcsccndi; ; 

How canst thou bid thy votaiAcs despair, 

Whose boundless mercy to thy foes extends r 

But who can fupprefs his indignation, 
when he reads the wretched tranflation of 
this elegant writer, by Gentius ? I acknow- 
ledge howevfir, that I am more delighted with 
Hafez, who unites fine morality with cheer- 
* fiilnefs. With refpedt to Jami, whofe works 
I do not at prefent pofleft, I remember 
enough of what I read at Conftantinople to. 

I 

venturp to .aflert, that he is the moft fuccefs- 
ful of the Perflan poets. In the judgment 
of Sudi, Hafez is unequal; fome of his odes 
are excellent, others very inferior, and 'fonlte 
very tame, whflft Jami preferves an equality 
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throughout. I have not tranflaten the ode of 

Hafez, “ If that fair maid,” &c. * into Latin 

• . * • * 

v«rfe, as the fenfe is fp unaonne£ted : but a 

i 

proie tranflation of It with notes, if you wifh 
tp have it, is at your fervicc. In the mean 
time, I fend yop my latcft produdlion, not 
complete indeed, but a mere embryo. Fare- 
wcl. 

P. 6. It is little*, to fay, I approve your 
Arabic verfes; I really admire them, but dare 
not in this inllancc attempt to imitate you. 

• ‘ Reviczki. 

i’ REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

I.ondon, Alarx'h llth^ 1768 - 
I was highly delighted with your 
letter, particularly witn your various tranf- * 
lationS, imitations, and compofitions; they 

,not only prove you have 

, 

Made the Greek autliors your supreme delighs 
Read them by day, and studied thorn by night : 

. * (Francis:) 

See a poetical translation of this ode> in Sir William 
Jones’s Works^ vuL v. p. 31(>. , , 
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but that you have attained all the peculiar 
elevation, as well as elegance of that lan- 
guage. Your Ode to Venus is as beautiful 
as Venus herfelf ; and you Rave inriltated 
with wonderful fuccefs fo divine an original. 

Is it not melancholy to refle(S, that not 
only fo much of the compofitions of this 
elegant writer fhould be loft,"' but that the 
little which remains is 'fo mutilated and 
corrupted ? 

That the text cf the ode feledled by you, 
and even that prcferved by Dionyfuis, and 
publifhed by Upton, is preferable to that of 
Stephens, or whoever made the emendations 
(fuch as they are), I freely admit; for the 
. rules* of tKaledt are no,*' only belter obfervcd, 
but it contains ftronger marks of being genu- 
ine : yctj after all, it is impoflible to deny, 
that there are many chasfms in it, as well as 
errors,'which cannot be fatisfa<Slorily amend- 
ed by any explanation or twilling of the 
fenfe. 

€ 

That Sappho wrote in the dialedl' of her 

• * 

own couptry, which cannot at this time be 



perfedly underftood, is fufficient^jr probable; 
but it wpuld be alifurd to fuppofe the ^olic 
dialect irrcconcileable tp mt^re and profody; 
ngt fw mention the evident corruption of the 
fenfe.in fome paflages. 

^ ^ ^ -.i'f ^ 

Your tranllation of the Epigram on the 

j 

Kifs of Agathb, is very elegant, and the idea 
in it fcfcmhles that *of Ilafez in the following 
lines ; 

Anxious tliv blooniiniT charms to see, 
to niy Ii]>s niy soul ascends; 

Must it expire or live ? — decree ; — 

For on thy voice iny fate depends. 

I fend you, as I promifed, a profe tranfla- 
tion of the Perfian odp, together with an at- , 
tempt at a poetical vcrfion of it, which I will 
hereafter improve. Pray Inform me,*'whether 
‘there is any tranflatisn of Ilafez, printed or 
manufeript, in Latin, or a^iy other European 
language; for I know of no other attempt at 
a tranflation of this poet, than that of the firft 
ode, lately publiihed in the Anale£la of Pro- 
feflbr Hyde. 



I requeft'' Ukewife to be informed, where 
I am likely to find the firft book of !the Iliad 
of Homer, with- an analyfis and notes, for 
the ufe of c fcholars, printed' in Ertgland, 
which a friend of mine wilhes to procure for 
his fon. 

The ode, of which you praife the conclud- 
ing verfe, is elegant; I remernber only the 
firft couplet ; — 

Bring wine, and scatter flow Vs around. 

Nor seek the depths of fate to sound : — 

Such was the morning roseV tale; — 

What say’st tliou, warbler of the vale ? 

Although I have begun the preparations 
for my departure, and have packed up my 

books, if you wifh to have a tranflation of 

• '• 

this ode, or if it will be of any ufe to you, I 
will undertake it before I go. I wait your 
commands. Farewel. 

< 

♦ C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

London y March 29 thy 

That I have deferred longer, th^^n 
ufually my reply to your obliging letter, you 
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* # 

impute to the noveh and Arrange ap- 
pearance of tlungg here. You will not, I 
tryft, be difpofed to blame a4ela7, occahoned 
b^ thc» attention of a foreigner to cuiloms 
wluch are peculiar to your country, and 
which I never obferved in any other; for I 
confefs to you that I never faw any thing 
fimilar to the i^ode here purfited of elet^ing 
members of parliament, the novelty of it 
' at hrft ampfed me, but the increafing tumult 
• hckened and difgulled me, and, by compel- 
ling me to remain at home, ‘ afforded me an 
. opportunity of writing to you. I rejoice that 
my verfion of the Perfian ode pleafcs you, and 

« m 

that it has induced you to think me equal to 
• the tranflation of the whole colledlipn. Put 
highly as I am honoured by your opinion, 
I cannot but think your advice fomewhat 
unmerciful, for what portal, unlefs 

* * • r* * * 

Or oak, or brass, with tr^le fold. 

Around hU daring bosom roUM, 

(Francis,) 

. - would ‘undertake a tranflation in profe and 
verfe gf iix'hundted odes^ i*he attempt 
Xjft— V.l. H • * 
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\ * 

Would not <only require many years, but- an 
entire exemption from all other occupations; 
which is not my cafe > I can only make thefe 
ftudies my.occafional amuferaent. . I* me^n, „ 
however, fomc time or other, to publish as 
much as I can. 

The perfon who applied to me for the firfl: 
book of the Iliad, with a. vetHial analyfis, al- 
ready poflelTes the key- to Homer; but he 
thinks the other work better adapted to the 
ufe of boys, becaufe the notes in it are fub- 
joined to the text, which is not the plan < of 
the Clavis. If you have one at hand, oblige 
me by juft looking into it; for, if my me- 
mory does* not fail me, there is a catalogue 
pr^tixed, mentioning^ the work which I want, 
and the name of the printer. 

Although your politenets has excufed any 
further efforts, I neverthelefs fend the ode 
which you requefted in your laft letter but 
one, as 1 think it will pleafe you. -It is , 

■ no means one of the eafieft, either to under- 
ftand, or tranflate; and indeed, the torcc of' 
the peculiar* idioms' of a foreign kmgusge 
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. caa&ot be well «oav^ed by arty cirwrato- 

cution. - • 

" * • « 

.You aik my (^inio;i of'tke affinity be*^ 
0 

. t\fee*n» the Hebrew and Arabicj^ and of an 
idiom common to both, of uhng Ae future 
for* the paft. T’hough I feldom read He** 
brew, or, to fay the truth, though I consi- 
der this facred. language rather as an obje^ 
of veneration than of delight, (for, excepting 
the Old Teftament itfelf, and ibme rabbinical 
dreams about it, there is nothing in it worth' 
perufal,) I well remember, from the little ci 
it which 1 have read, having remained a dole 
connciftion between the grammar of the He- 

a 

brew and Arabic, tlie moods and tenfes in 
both are fo few, as to require the, frcqijent 
fubllitution of one for another; the Greek, 
however, which "is fo redundant in* moods 
apd tenlhs, fometimes does the fatne; for in- 
fi-ance, when it ufes the infinitive for the ini- 
' perative. With zclpe<% to the meafures ufed 
in the two languages, I am of a different 
■ opinioa,,for I confider the metrical art of the 
Arabs ,of much later invention, **and to have 
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^fliimed its^ prefent form only a ihoit dme 
before Mohammed* th^re being p.o trace 
whatever among them of a more ancient 
poetry. If «'thc Hebrew poetry had a 'liinllar 
conftru^On, which may indeed be fufpe£led 
from a fiinilar ufe of the rowels, we might 
by this time have traced, without difficulty, 
the laws of llebrew metre by the rules of 
analogy *. 

If the text of the ode, which you mention 
to have read in the mifcellaneous works of 
feme anonymous author, had been correA, 
you would not have wanted my humble af> 
fiftance: but it is fo full of errors, that I 
muil be ad CEdipus to interpret it. Every 
on» knows, that the (nere irregularity of the 
diacritical points occafions infinite difficulty 

C 

C 

* The probabiUty that th^ metrical compositions nf 
Ums Hebrews and Arabs were fou/ided on the same rules 
of prosody 9 is intimated by Sir W. JoOes, in his Com-, 
snentaries on Asiatic poetry, and proposed to the inves- 
tigation of the learned. This opinion is suggested, by 
the close affinity of the languages of those ancier\j: pec^le, 
whence he argues to a presumption that them poets used 
the same numbbrsi fe^t> and sneasiire$| in their com- 
positions. , 
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in the Oriental languages; but tli^s is doubly 
iiicreafed by the .cafual omiffion or alteration 

of the letters themfelyes. It is therefore ab- 

* * 

folutely hece^^ in my opinion^ as it is im* 

poiUble to find manufcripts without errors, to 
• ^ 

poflfefs two copies of every one which you 
read, that the faults of the one ihay be cor* 

reeled by the other; and this is my method. 

«««««« 

• » 

I have only to conclude by thanking you 
. for your Italian fonnet, and expreffing the 
commendation to which it is entitled.— 
Farewel. 

* Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

Afvil 1768. 

Nothing can afford a ftronger proof 
of your polite attention to me, than your 
laft very finendly letter, which you contrived 
to write in the midil of city buftle, during 
the noife of riotous mobs, *and the tumult of 
a parliamentary election, and tO accompany 
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it with a beautiful Perfiati Ode^ and a 

Latin tranflacion. Our favourite Hafez de> 

ferves inifeed to be fed with ambrofia, and 

1 daily difcoyer, with increaiing delight, new 

beauties and elegances in him. The prin- 

cipal difficulty attending the tranflation and 

« 

publication of his poems as you have begun, 
confills in git mg them a poedcal drefs; but 
this "will prove eafier than you imaginjc ^ for 
there are many of his odes, which 1 conclude 
you will not attempt to tranflate, as contain*- . 
iag expreffions wholly foreign to our man- 
ners, lofty and daring figures, or abrupt un- 
connedled lines; and this will in Tome mca- 
fure alleviate the Herculean labour of the 

tails, , 

m ^ ^ ^ 

If I were not a fmcere lover of • 
► 

truth, and averfe frorn all dilliinulation, 

ihiould lament that our capital has fallen un- 

* • 

der your infpe'ftion in thefe times of turbu- 
lence and diftradiion, when the liberty of my 
country, fo univerfally celebrated, has dege- • 
nerated intcr*unbridicd licentioufiicfs, not to 



m 

fay outrage, grigiua} wni 

ftitution is almoft . divine j— to ftjch it degree, 

• • 

thiU no ftatc of Rome or Greece could , evor 

boaft .one fuperior to it: nor could Plato, 

• • * • 

Ariftotle, nor any legiflator, even conceive a 
more perfedl ’'model of a ftate. The tlu'ee 
parts which compofe it are fo harmonioufly 
blended and incorporated, tWt neither the 
flute of Ariftoxenus, nor the lyre of Timo- 
theus, ever produced more perfed: concord. 

. What can be more dilHcult than to devife a 
(jpnftitution, which, while it* guards the dig- 
nity of the fovereign, and liberty of the people, 
from any encroachment by the influence and 
* power of the nobility, preferves the force and 
majefty of the laws from violation, by the 
popular liberty? This was the cafe formerly * 
. in our ifland, and would be fo ftid, if the 
folly of* feme had not prompted them to fpur 
on the populace, jmllead of holding them in. 

I cannot therefore reflrmh my indignatioa 
againfl IVilkes, a bold and able, but turbulent 
nfan, *the very torch and firebrand of fedi- 
tion: but w'hat Can be fa^d in defence of the 
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honour and ^oniiftaicy of fome of our nob!* 
lity, who, after having given him their coun- 

4 ♦ 

tenance and fuppprt, ftiamefully deferted and 
betrayed him ? c.c 

If you wifli to obtain more accurate in- 
formation refpedling our laws ahd cuftoms, I 
recommend' to your perufal Smith's Treatife 
on ' the Englilli Conilitution, and the Dia- 
logue of Fortefcue in praife of the Laws of 
England. Thomas Smith was the Englilh 
ambalTador in France in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, and his work is in Latin, and not ii\- 
elegantly written. To Fortefcue’s little tra6i, 
we may apply the words of Xenophon to the 
Teleboas; “,it is not large, but beautiful.” 
He was Chancellor of England under Henry 
the Sixth, and was compelled by the diftrac- 
tions of. the times, to take refuge with his 
pupil Prince Edward in France, where, in. 
an adjranced age, he compofed his little 
golden dialogue. Thefe books will convince 
you that our laws are framed with the great- 
eft wifdom, and that as Pindar, qupted 
Plato in his Gbrgia^, fays. 
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Sovereign o’er all, oterod law 

* On Gods and Men imposes awe, 

Ajsd justice, strqpgthen’^ by^ ber hand, 

O’er all exerts supreme command* 

♦ 

* When I reflect on our conftitution, 1 feem 
^ it 'were to contemplate a game at chefs, a 
recreation in which we both delight. For we 
have a king whofe dignity wc ftrenuoufly de- 
fend, but whofe jpower is very limited; the 
knights, and rooks^ and other pieces, have 
fome kind of refemblance to the orders of 
nobility, who are employed in war, and in 
the management of public affairs; but the 
principal ftrength is in the pawns, or people; 
if thefe are firmly united, they are fure of 
vidory, but if divided and feparated, the 
battle is loft. The ’motions of* all, as in* 

the game of chefs, are regulated by fixed 

■ 

laws : laftly, when I confider myfelf, I feem 

like a fpe<ftator, contemplating for his mere 

* . ■ • 

amufement the two parties at the game; but 
if it ever fhould be my lot to be concerned in 
the adminiftration of affairs, I will renounce 
gain and popularity, and pu]:fue one obje6f. 
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and one o^Iy, to puefcnre our beauiifu] con- 
ftitution inviolate. 

Contrar)^ to my intention, I find I have 
been prolix; J will, therefore, tu;-n to another 
fubge( 5 l. I read your hall letter with an ap- 
prehenfion, that it might communicate the 
intelligence of your fpeedy departure from 
England; but ae you are filcnt oq,this head, as 
my bufinefs here will foon be concluded, and 
as I know the uncertainty of all human 
affairs, I am determined to embrace an op- 
portunity, which, if I now ncgle^'l, may not 
again occur, of paying you a vilit in London 
about the middle of the month. — Farcwcl. 

* Mr. JONES to C. REViCZKI.— 

< < 

No Date. — 1768. 

I have' received your 
two letters replete w^ith tuftc and erudition ; 
your kindnels towards me is as confpicuous 
in them, as the brilliancy of yoiu genius. I 
now reply to both. 

\ Appendix, No. 8. 
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Your approbation of my intei^ti<p to pub- 
lifh my work, gives me, as it ought, great 
pleafure; for I cannot but rejoice^ as Hedlor 
in tl\e {rage^y fays, “ in the praife of one, 

who is himfelf entitled to praife.” Tl»e 
• * 

perufal of the two odes of the divine poet, 
afforded me infinite delight; they are very 
beautiful, but their beauties are more confpi- 
cuouj from your luminous interpretation. 
Your metrical imitation of them is elegant, 
and if you will allow me to publilh it in my 
work, you will equally oblige me and my 
readers, who will be glad to hear the Perfian 
poet fpcak Latin; if you obje£t to this, copies 
of them fhall be depofited with,.my treafures, 
and the originals reftored to you as foon as 

1 ^ 9 

poffiblc. You bid me return the verfes to 
you when I am tired with them this is as 
, much as to lay keep thein for ever, for it is 
impoffible that I can ever be tired \\,ith the 
p crural. 



108 


* ivir. ^fONES to C. REVICZKI. 

, Oxford^ Novemier 1768. 

I cannot refift thp temp- 
tation of writing to you, although i .fear you 
may have quitted this country before my 
letter arrivep. * 

I have received your obliging letter, with 
an elegant ode of Hafez, whitK I read with 
the greateft pleafure, or rither devoured. 

But what neceflity is there to fay more;, 
fince it is poflible that what I write, may 
never reach you ? Let me, again and again^ 
intreat and befeech your remembrance of me 
wherever you go, and that you will write to 
me as fpeedily, and at'^as great a length as 
.poflible. *Be alTured that nothing has, or 
ever can,aflbrd me greater pleafure than. your 
firiendfliip. 

Thefe letters ftrongly mark the enthufiafm 
rf Mr. Jones, and his learned friend Reviczkh. 
for Oriental literature} nor am I furprifed to 
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IJnd that the former fhould havo been led by 
it, to fntertain ai) intention of yifiting the 
Eaft: no one, however, will regret that it 
was It that period abandoned. £very reader 
will, perufe with pleafure the enthnliaftic 
veneration exprefled by Mr. Jones for the 
Britilh conilitution, and the ardour with 
which he pf enounces himfelf its champion; 
theySvill alfo remark that his attachment to it 
was indelible, and acquired ftrength from his 
increafing knowledge of its laws and prin- 
ciples. 

For an account of his occupations at W'lm- 
bledon, where he pafTed the Spring of 1769, 
I (hall tranferibe pait of a letter which he 
wrote to an intimate friend, Jofen Wilmot,^ 
Efquire. 

“ My life is one unvaried feene df writing 
•“ letters, and attending the donzelle vezzofe 
** e tenerolle, by whole beauties I confefs 
“ myfelf eafily overcome. 

** I have juft read Robertfon’s Life of 
“ Chatles the Fifth, the narrative of which 
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•* is imafing aiid inftniilivc, and the ftyle 
“ flowing and elegant : but the former wants 
that fpirit and fire of genius, that alone 

r 

can make; a hiftory animated, and - lea^e 
** great impreffions on the mind and the 
“ latter has too great a famenefs in the turn 

r 

** of the fentences, and abounds with too 
“ many afFe<fled words. 

“ I have alfo given my favourite Petrarch 
a fecond reading, and was fo much pleafed 
“ wiih his lamentations over Laura, that I 
feledcd the moft beautiful palhiges, and 
** thretv them altogether in the form of an 
“ Elegy *, w’hich I fend you enclofed, but 
** beg you will return it as foon as you can, 
as»l haAte no other eppy. I fear I lhall not 
“ be at Oxford this Spring, but am not cer- 
** tmn. 'Give my compliments to Poore, and 
** tell him, if he will defeend from the ftarry 
“ temple of philofophy, and write to a very 
idle fellow, I (hall be glad to iiear from 
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“ him, ^fpecially as f am defirous of know- 

» 

** ing ^is fentim^nfts about my Treatife De 
** Poefi AfiaticA.” 

. lu the Summer of this year, Lord Althorp 
viras fettled at IJarrow, and Mr. Jones, who 
accompanied him there, had the iatisfa<f):ioit 
of feeing hiWelf rellored to the fociety of 
Dr. Sumner. Their enthufiafm for literature 
was equal : the maftcr contemplated, with 
delight unmixed with envy, a rival of his 
own erudition in his fcholar, who acknow- 
ledged w’ith gratitude his obligations to his 
preceptor. Their intercourfe, although in- 
terrupted, had never been difedntinued; and 
Mr. Jones feldom fi^ffered any confiderable:. 
time to clapfe without vifiting Harrow. Dur- 
ing his refidcnce there at tliis period, he 
• tranferibed a Perfian Grammar, which he had 
three years before compofed for the dfe of a 
fchool-fellow who had been deftined for India, 
but had fince rclinquifhed that objedt for a 
commiffion in the army. 

I.find,alfo from his coirdiJondence, that 
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« ( 

he had begjin a Di*£Honary of the Perfian 

Language, in which the principal words were 

* • * * 
illuftrated from the moft celebrated authors 

of the Eaft; but he exprelfedt, at tliei &me 

time his determination not to continue the 

work, unlefs the India Company would pur- 
« 

chafe it at a contiderahle expenfe. 

The ferious reader has probably remarked, 
that, amidft the attentiop of Mr. Jones'^ to 
general literature, Religion has not been men- 
tioned as an objeA of his lludy, and he may 
be felicitous to know his opinions on this 
important fubjed, and whether he had made 
any, and what, progrefs in that knowledge, 
in comparifoR of which all erudition is tri- 
fling,, antf human fcience vain. Notwith- 
ftanding the anxiety of Mrs. Jones for the 
improvement of her fon, and her indefatiga- 
ble exertions to promote it in his early years,* 
ihe had initiated him no further in the prin- 

t 

ciples of our holy fmth, than to teach him the 
Lord*8 Prayer and Apoftles’ Creed. During 
his refidence at Harrow, at the earneft.recom- 
xnendauon of Dr. Glafle, whofe name I men- 
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tion -Virlth reverence# Mr. Jonfes s^as induced 
to perufo a work, imitled, ** Private. Thoughts 
on Religion,” by Bifliop Beveridge, with 
ccnfid'erable attention; and he ■^as particu- 
larly ' ftruck with a paflage, in which the 
pious author argues, that a profefTion of 
Chriftianity merely becaufe our countrymen 
profefs it, without a candid enquiry and fin- 
cere convidlion, wtJuld be no better reafon 
for our faith, than the Mohammedans have 
' for theirs. The obfervation readily fuggefted 
t6’ his recolleftion a famous couplet in Zayre, 
which he did not hefitate to apply to himfelf: 

J’cusse vte pres tlu Gangc, esclave des f^ux dieux, 
Clirctienne dans Pari'^^ Mussulmanc cn ces iieux. 

- 

I with for my own fatisfaftion, as well as 
that of my reader, that 1 were able to pro- 
nounce what impreffion the perufal of this 
work made upon' the mind of Mr. Jones. 
It^is probable, and the prefumptio* is not 
advanced without reafon, that it induced him 

* r 

to refled? with more fcrioufnefs than ho had 
ever before entertained on the re- 

V. I. 1 
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ligion, and to inveftigate the grounds on 
which the Old and. New pTeftament ^>ad been 
received, during fo many ages, as the Word 
of God. ft is evident however, from 'a’ con- , 
verfation with two of his clerical friends at 
Harrow at this time, when he was in his 
twenty-fourth , year, that his belief in Chrif- 
tianity was not unmixcd witlviloubts. Thcfe 
doubts were ftated by him, in hopes mf ob- 
taining a folution of them; but being difap- 
pointed, he declared his determination tO' 
perufe the whole of the Scriptures in the 
original uninterruptedly, that he might be 
enabled to form a corredl judgment of the 
connedtion* between the two parts, and of 
thfir evidence both internal and extqfnal. 
The cxpofition of his doubts to thole whom 
he thought qualified to folve them, was a- 
proof of bis an.xiety tQ kn c the truth; and 
the determination which be formed in con- 
fequence of his difappointment, is no lefs a' 
proof of his finccrity in the fearch of it. I 
cannot Jeny myfeif the fatisfadlion of anti-' 

% I 

cipating thfi conclu lion to which his .invelU- 
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gabion led, a firm belief in the authenticity 
and infpiration of the Holy Scriptures. 

] n a Hebrew copy of the book of Hofea, 

• I find*a ferieS of Propofitions ill the hand- 
writing of Mr. Jones, containing the fketch 
. of a demonftrftticn of the divine authority of 
the Chriftian Religion. Thele Propofitions 
appear to have been written near the period 
of the preceding converfation at Harrow, 
They are not cxprcficd with fuch accuracy or 
elegance, as to juflify a fuppofition that they 
Were intended to be made public; but as I 
know that he always confidcred the demon- 
^ftration contained in them fatisfadtory, I ex- 
hibit them as evidence of his early coir. i£tion 
of the truth and completion of the prophecies 
■ refpedling our Saviour. 

PROPOSITION I, 

There is as much reafon to believe, that the 
writings of Ifaiah and the Hebrew Prophets, 
as that thofe of Homer and the Greek Poets, 
are more ancient than the time of Jefus. 

I 2 
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OhjeSiions Some men might have an 
tereft in forging Ifaiah. ^ < 

Anjwer, Forged ■ writings would have 
been more in point. Thofe of ‘Ifaiah bear no 
marks of forgery; and the Jews themfielves, 
who were puzzled by ihcip, acknowledged 
their antiquity. 

PROPOSITION II. 

Thefe ancient writings, efpecia*lly Ifaiah, 
allude to feme great event, and to fome real 
extraordinary perfon, “ who was put to 
“death, and complained not;” &c. Ifaiah, 
chap. liii. 


PROPOSI-TION III. 

. > 

The.life and death of Jefus, his virtues and. 
doctrines, though not his miracles, arc as 
much to .be believed, as the life and death of 
Socrates, his virtues, and his dodlrinc. 

PROPOSITION iv. ■ - . 

No perfon in the hiftory of the Jews, be- 
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• • • \ 

fore or after Jcfus, coincides ^ith this ac- 
count, except Jefus. 

• ' • . » 

Therefore Jefus was the. fubje£t of their 

writings, which arc confeouently infpired, 
and he a perfon of an extraordinary nature, 
that is, the Mefliah. 

m 

If this be juft reafoning, we may believe 
his miracles, <yid muji obey his latv. 

if -difliculties oepur, and we are afked, 
“ how they can be folved,” we may lafely 
anfwer, *• We do not know;” yet we may 
truly be, and juftly be called Chriftians. 

'I’o thefe Propofitions, the following note 
is fubjoined : — “ What muft be the import- 
“ ance of a book,” of which it may be truly 
faid, “ if this book be not true, tlje religion 
** which we profefs is falfe ?” 

f 

Mr. Jones returned with his pupil from 
Harrow, in the Autumnal vacation of’ 1769, 
and availed himfelf of this opportunity to 
vifit his friends at Oxford. During his refi- 
dence there, he made an cxcurfion to Foreft 

• » f 

Hill, -the occafional habitation of Milton ; for 
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•whofe genius and learning, he early and ever 
entertained the higheft veneration. The 
public wilt read with pleafure his own rela- 
tion of what he faw and felt on^ this bc^aiion, 
in an animated letter which he wrote to 
Lady Spencer. 


Tc'Lady SPENCE^l. 

1th Stpt. ijo!;*. 
The neceflary trouble of cor- 
recting the firfl printed fheets of my hiftory, 

prevented me to-day from paying a proper 

< 

refpeCt to the memory of Shakefpeare, by at- 
tending liis jubilee. But I was rcfoivcd to 


do all the honour in my power to as great 
a poet, and fet out in the morning in com- 
pany witfi a friend lb vifit a place, where 
Milton fpent fome part of his life, and where, 
in all probability, he coinpofed fcveral of his 


earliefl productions. It is a fmall village 
fuuated on a piedfant hill, about three miles 


from Oxford, and called Foreft Hill, becaufe 


it formerly lay contiguous to a foreft, ‘which 
has fincc be^n cut* dowm. The poet chofe 



this place of retirement after hift firft qaar- 
riage, and he defcribes the beauties of his 

retreat in that fine paflage of his II’ Allegro : 

% 

^ Sf>mctiinc walking, not unseen, . 

By Jiedgc-row elms, on hillocks green. 

• ^ ^ 

While the ployghnian, near at hand, 

WJiistlcs o’er the furrow’d land, 

And the milkmaid singeih blitlie. 

And the mfi^ver whets his scythe; 

- ^nd evVy shepherd tells his tale, 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

Straight mine eye hath caught new pleasures, 
'\\diilst the landscape round it measures : 

Russet lawns, and fallows grey, 

Where the nibbling flocks \lo stray; 
hlountains, on whose barren breast, 

The lab’ring clouds do often rest; 

IMeadows trim, with daisies pied. 

Shallow brooks, and rivers wide; » 

'Towers and battlements it sees, 

BosonTt! high in tufted trees. 

■>: -r < t 

Hard by, a coKage chimney smokes, 

IVom betwixt two aged oaks. &c. 

It was iK'ithQr the proper feafon of the 
year, nor time of the diy, • to hear all the 
rural founds, and fee all the objedts men- 
fioned^in this defeription; but, by a pleafing 
concurrence of circumftances, we were fa- 



lutc;4» on o&r approach to iKe village, with 
the mufic oi" the mower and his fcythe ; we 

f . ^ 

favv the ploughman intent upon his labour, 
and the milkmaid returning from htr conn- 

• * I 

try employment. 

As wc afcendcd the hill, the variety of 
beautiful objects, the agreeable ftillnefs and 
natural fimplicity of the W'hole feene, gave 

4 

us the higheft pleafure. We at length reach- 

i 

ed the fpot, w'hence Milton undoubtedly took 

moll of his images; it is on the top of th'e- 

hill, from which there is a moft extenfivo 

« 

profpe<fl on all fides : the dillant mountains 
that feemed to fupport the clouds, the vil- 
lages and turrets, partly fliaded with trees of 
the lineft verdure, and partly raifed above 
•the 'groves that furrodnded them, the dark 
plains and meadows of a grtyifli colour, where 
the Iheep were feeding at large, in Ihort, the , 
view ol the ftreams and rivers, convinced us 
that there was < not a lingle ufelefs or idle 
w'ord in the above-mentioned defeription, but 
that it w'as a moft exa€l and lively repr&fenf- 
4tJOn of naturp. Thus will this fine palTage, 
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• ^ 

which "has always been admired for its ele- 
gance, .receive an, additional beauty from its 
exaftnefs. After we . had walked, with a 
Ifind’of poetical enthufiafin, over this en- 
chanted ground, we returned to the village. 

The poet’s hpufe was clofe to the church, 
the greateft part of it has b^en pulled down, 
and what remains, belongs to an adjacent 
fafnh I am inforjned that feveral papers in 
Milton’s, own hand, were found by the gen- 
tleman who was laft in poflTeflion of the ellate. 
.The tradition of his having lived there is 
current among the villagers ; one of them 
fhewed us a ruinous wall that made part of 
his chamber, and I was much pleafed with 
another, who had forgotten th» nanfe of 
Milton, but recolledted him by the title of 
The Poet. 

It muft not be omitted, that the groves 

near this village 'are famous for nightingales, 

« 

which are fo elegantly deferibed in the Pen- 

fierofo. Moll of the cottage windows are- 
• • 

ovcrgaowi) with fweet briars, vines, and ho- 
ncyTfuckles; and that Milton’s' habitation had 
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the fame ruflic ornament, we may conclude 
from his defeription of the lark bidding him 
good-morrow, 

« 

Thro’ the swcp^-hrinr, or thp vine, . 

* ^ I 

Or the twisted cglatuinc; 

for it is evident, that he meant a fort of Jio- 
ney-fuckle ‘ by the eglantine; though lliat 
word is comirudnly ufed for the fwcet-briar, 
which he could not mention twice in the 
fame couplet. 

If I ever pafs a month or fix weeks at Ox- 
ford in the Summer, I lhall be inclined to 
hire and repair this venerable manfion, and 
to make a feftival for a circle of friends, in 
honour of IShlton, the mofl: perfect fcholar, 

as well as the fublimcft poet, that our coun- 

• * * 

try ever produced. Such an honour will be 
lefs fplendid, but more finccre and refpedtful, 
than all the pomp and ceremony on the 
banks of the Avon. 

I haye the honour, &c. 

Towards the end of this year, Mr. Jones 

f « 

accompanied the family of Lord Spencer in a 

i ' i 

journey to th6 Continent. I can;iot better 
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defcribc his occupations and reflections during 

this cxcurfion, than in his own words: 

* ^ 

‘Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

JV/ce, ^th Feb. 1770 , 

The date of my letter will not fail 
•% 

to furprize you ; for I do not write from the 
plains, through which the Thames or Ifis, fo 

j 

juftly dear to me, glides, but from the foot 
of the Alps, and in front of the Ligurian fea, 
I have refided in this delightful little 
fpot nearly three months; it was not pof- 
liblc therefore for me to receive your two 
iiioll acceptable letters, dated in September 
and January, before my departiye from Eng- 
land: 1 have read them with fingular pleafure, 

• , J* * . . 

to whicli their length did not a little contri- 
bute.' You cannot conceive my anxiety to 
, perufe your Treatife on the Military Art of 
tlie Turks; it in, I underftand, depofited in 
Lord Spencer's houfe in Lemdon, but I ex- 
pccl to receive a copy by the firft velTel which 
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fails from England for this port, and I will 
take care that the three remaining copies 
flrall be fafely and expeditioufly delivered to 
your friends, and if yours, mjne alfo,- al- 
though I do not even know them by fight. 

The approbation which your work has re- 
ceived in Germany, delights, without fur- 
prizing me. lt»was firll mentioned to me by 
a nobleman of that country, apparently a man 
of tafte and amiable manners, who holds, I 
believe, a public office at Milan ; and he pro- 
mifed not only to fend it to me, but to inform 
me of your health, and where to addrefs you; 
a promife which gave me the greateft fatisfac- 
tion: for I fufpe£ted (forgive the injuftice of 
the fufpicion) that I no longer retained a 
place in >our remembrance, and in confe- 
quence defpaired of hearing from you, unlefs 
1 firft. wrote to you. In this fufpenfc, I re- 
ceived your two inoft welcome letters with 
fourteen odes: they are not only worthy of 
the lyre, but the lyre to which they are fung, 
ought to be of gold. I am indeed prpud of 
your condefceafion in alking my opinion of 



them, as I can by no means thi^k myfelf en- 
titled tp Inch an^ honour. I will however 
make my remarks upon them as well as I can, 
4nd Teturn them to you when* I receive an 
Anfwer to this letter ; for I fliould be forry to 
truft fucli previous writings to the uncertain 
conveyance of the poll. ^ 

This letter will probably reach you in a 
fortnight, and I beg you to gratify me by an 
early acknowledgment of it; for I aflure you 
with great truth, that nothing can give me 
•more pleafure than a letter from you, how- 
ever hafty. You perhaps wilh to know how 
I employed my time after your dcpaiture 
from England; a fliort explanhtion will fuf- 
fice. Amongft othejr occupations, I ravifed 
and corrected my Commentaries on Oriental 
Poetry, and when I was preparing ah accurate 
'• tranfeription of the manulcript for your peru- 
fal, I was unexp'ededly interrupted by a bafi- 
nefs of more importance *. 

• The business here alluded to, is the translation of 
the Nadir Shah, the circumstances of v^hich ha\e 

been alrcady'dctailcd, and are repciiii;od in another letter:. 



I had fcarcely brought this work to. a con- 
cIuHon, when, in confequence of the fud- 
dcn indifpofit’on of the younger"' fifter oi my 
pupil, (who frequently talks of you) -lier 
father determined to pafs the winter with his 
family in Italy, or the South of France. I was 
therefore under the neceflity of entrufting my 
hiftory (as the King of Denmark was anxious 
for its publication) to a Frenchman, upon 
whofe accuracy 1 could depend, for correct- 
ing the errors of the prefs. I have jufl: learn- 
ed from him, that the work is printed ; and I 
will take care that not even his Danilh 
Majefty fhall receive a copy of it before you. 
Having thus left England, we repaired to 
Paris, and after rather a tedious refidencc 
there, we' proceeded with great rapidity by the 
Rhone to Lyons, and from that place con- 
tinued our journey by Marfe'illes. Frejus, and 
Antibes, to Nice, 


the particular mention made of them In the lettCc before 
the reader, is therfforc untranslated. 



Where Spring in all her charms perpcjual reigns. 

And baiiishM Winter flics the blooming plains. 

Even here we fliall remain longer than I 
but I hope to return to England by the 
hegipning of June. I propofe, however, if 1 
Ihould have an^ opportunity, to crofs the fea 
about the middle of this month, and vifit 
riorence, tlw\,t celebrated colony of the Tri- 
umviri, and the cr^idle of reviving literature, 
as well Rome, the nurfe of all elegant arts, 

. and perhaps Naples; but on this plan you 
/liall hereafter know my determination. You 
may perhaps encpiire, what are my occupa- 
tions at this place : I will tell you in few 
words; mufic, with all Its iwcOnefs and feel- 
ing; difficult and abilrufc problegis in, ma- 

• « 

thematics; the beautiful and fubiime in po- 
etry and painting; thefe occupy all my fenfes 
•, and thoughts ; nor do I negledl the ftudy of 
the military art, ■•which it would be the great- 
eft difgracc to an Englilh gentleman not to be 
acquainted with. 1 have written much in 
my native language, and amongft other things 
a little 'Fraid: on Education, m the manner 
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of Ariftotle, ,ttiat is, the analytic mahnef. I 
Itave moreover begun a tragedy, to t^hich I 
have given the title of Soliman, ’vrhofe molf 
amiable Ton periflied mifefably, as yon knon> 
by the treachery of a ftep- mother. .The 
llory is full of the moil airgQ.ing incidents, 
and has more fublimity even than the trage->- 
dies of JSfehylus, as it abounds t'^rith Oriental 
images. 1 lend you tranllations of two odes, 
one from Hafez, the other from the very an- 
cient Arabic poet; but I have adapted the 
images of the latter to the Roman manners, 
and I fill the remainder of the paper with a 
Greek epigram, in imitation of a little Eng- 
!ilh fong. Farewcl. You lhall have your 
papers as ^oon as I apa informed that you 
have received this letter. 

* Mr. JONES to N. B. HALHED. 

March 1 , 1770 . 

I received your Ihort letter 
w’ith great pleafurc, as it convinced me, that 
you were not infen fible of my efteem fijr yotC 

t L ( 
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and fuch as rcfemble you. I wrpte immedi* 
ately to juy friends, as you defired, moft ear- 
neftly requefting them to promote your views, 
as, if my own intereft were concerned; if they 
accede to my wifhes in this refpedt, they will 
oblige me and tl^emfelves too; for doubtleis 
I fliall be ready to make them every return 
that I can. I think however that I lhall have 
it in my power to ferve you more effectually, 
after my return to England ; and I beg you to 
-believe, that no inclination or efforts on my 
part, lhall ever be wanting to promote your 
wilhes. 

* 

My health is good ; but I long for thofe 
enjoyments, of which I know not well how 
to bear the privation. ,When I firft arrived 
here, I was delighted with a variety of objeCts, 
rarely, if ever, feen in my own couiltry,~ 
oUves, myrtles, pomegranates, palms, vine- 
yards, aromatic plaints, and a furpriling variety 
of the fweeteft flowers, blooming in the midft 
of winter. But the attraction of novelty has 
ceaied; I*am now fatiated, and begin to feel 
fomewhat of difguft. The wintfows of our 

I. . K 
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inn are fcarcely thirty paces from the Tea, and 
as Ovid beautifully fays — 

I 

Tired^ on the uniform expanse I gaze. 

* 

I have therefore no other ‘refource than, 
with Cicero, to count the waves, or, with Ar- 
chimedes and Archytas, to meafure the fands. 
I cannot defciibe to you how weary I am of 
this place, nor my anxiety **{0 be again at 
Oxford, where I might jeft with you, or phi- 
lofophize with Poore. If it be not inconveni- 
ent, I wifh you would write to me often, for I 
long to know how you and our friends ale: 
but write if you pleafe in Latin, and with 
gaiety, for it grieves me to obferve the un-^ 
ealinefs under which you appear to labour. 
Let me *ever retain a place in your affetftion, 
as you do in mine; continue to cultivate po- 
lite literature; woo the mufes; reverence 
philofophy; and give your days and nights io 
compofition, witjx a due regard however to 
the prefervation of your health. 
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♦ Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

* Nice^AprU n7o. 

, It is impoflible to defcribe 

my vexation 'at not hearing front you, and I 
can only conclude that you have not received 
my letter of February, or, what .would be 
more unpleafant, that your letter has mifcar- 
ried, or finally*, what I dread even to fufpeft, 
that f no longer retain a place in your re- 
membrance. I have written to you from 
this place, not (as Cicero fays to Lucceius) a 
V>sry fine epiftle, but one that I cannot but 
think would be acceptable to you, becaufe it 
was very long, and contained, befides, much 
information refpedling myfelf. After a fuf- 
ficient time for the receipt of an* anfi\’er, . 
which I moft anxioufly expedted, I daily en- 
quired if there were any letters from Vienna; 
“•—none, none, was the reply day after day. 
My anxiety and uneafinefs at this difappoint- 
ment daily increafed, and nearly two months 
are now elapfed without a line from you. 
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What can I do? or what (hall 1 devife? I 

f 

fear to truft your papers, ^which yo^^ dcfired 

me to return, to a conveyance fo hazardous 

as the poft;^ although I am perfuaded will 

be inconvenient for you to be fo long without 

them; but although I cannot venture to fend 
« 

them before I hear from you, I inclofe my 

a 

remarks, which you may throw into the fire, 
if you do not like themj — they are, as you 
feemed to wifh, fomewhat hypercritical, and 
perhaps too feverc. 

Your Treatife on the Military Art of the 
Turks, delighted me exceedingly; nothing 
can be more ufeful or opportune. As I can- 
not depend, upon this letter reaching you, I 
write but^little, having no wifh to talk to the 
winds, and rilk the lofs of time, which I can 
better employ. I expett to leave this town • 
about the middle of the month. My propos- 
ed Italian, expedition is deferred to a future 
period. Farewel, my Charles, and remember 
me, as I do you. After my return to Eng- 
land I will write to you frequently,, and my 
letters fhall be' longer and more cheerful. 
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♦Mr. JONES .to C. . REVICZKI.— 
Date erafed.- 

• Although I cannot poflibly receive 
an aofwer to my letter before I leave this 
place, I will no^ have to reproach myfelf for 
neglecting an opportunity of writing to you. 
I concur moft .heartily in your fentiments on 
the* pleafures of travelling, as on all other 
fubjeCls; nothing, in my opinion, can be 
more ufeful or more delightful. How much 
more agreeable would njy journey be, if I 
could make Vienna a part of it, where I 
might enjoy your converfation, philofophize 
with you, trifle away an idle houv, or explore 
with you the hidden treafures of poetry. .As 

I am deprived of this happinefs, I ihall take 

# 

the liberty of faying fomething not fo "favour- 

aJjle of the pleafures, which I actually enjoy. 

1 am difgufted with the odious • rattle of 

French gaiety; and the calm ferenity of an 

Italian fky has fomething gloomy in it. I 

ani fo much in love with myfelf, e. lb much 
* • • 

^ Appendix, No. 14. ^ , 
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befide myfe! f, that, in my own eyes, I appear 

more worthy of your friendfliip than ever. 

You cannot conceive how different I ;im from 

t^hat you knew me in England* I wa^ then 

young and thoughtlefs; now I devote myfeif 

wholly to polite literature, and the great ob- 

jedls of my aijnbition are virtue, fame, and, 
« 

above all, your friendfhip;*' objedls than 
which nothing can be more divine, eftlfna'ble, 
or dear to me. That I may not -altogether 
write an unlettered letter, I fend you a Greek 
verfion of an Englifti epigram. It was cont- 
pofed in a calm night, by a friend of mine, 
and 1 tranflated it at his requeft. 1 think it 
will pleafe you, as it appears to have an af- 
finity to* the flyle of Meleager, and other 
poets in the Anthologia *. 

To Lady SPENCER. 

Nice, jlpril Wth, 17"0. 

• • 

. • It is with great pleafurc, 

that I acquaint your Ladyfhip, that Mrs. 

* Sir William Jones’s Works, vol. v. — In t{)e original, 
Mr. Jones indulges himself with a play on worth, which 
cannot be imitated in the translation* 
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Poyntz, Lady Harriet, and her ^brother, sre 
perfedllf wellj Mi». Poynt* goes this morn- 
ing to Villa Franca; 1 ;im to be her knight, 
and flm juft ‘equipped to mount my Roll- 
nants; Mademoifelle Annette is to go upon 
Lady Mary Son^erfet’s afs ; fo we {hall make a 
formidable proceflion. It is a delightful morn- 
ing, and I hope Mrs. Poyntz will be pleafed 
with* her jaunt. We have had very bad 
weather, -violent rains, and ftorms of thun- 
der in the night, a clofe, fultry heat all day, 
and a very {harp cold every evening; but 
the fpring feems now to be pretty well fet- 
tled ; and I fancy we lhall have a continually 
clear Iky, and a mild air, as long as we ftay. 
We all promife ourfelves great pleafur^^ in 
our journey homewards; and we have great 
reaibn to believe it will be enchantingly plea- 
•fant. I have every day more and more rea- 
fon to be pleafed* with the unfolding of my 
pupil’s difpofition : your Ladfylhip will per- 
haps think thefe to be words of courfe, and 
* • 

what you might naturally cxpe(fl from ar*y 
other perfon in my lituation*;* but, believe 
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me, I fay them upon no otlier motive than 
their truth; for if it were^y nature^to fpeak 
to any one what I do not think, I fhould at 

r 

Icaft fpeak ^jruly to your Ladyihip, of whom 
I am, with the greateft truth, 

^The obliged and grateful 

humble fervant, 

r 

‘ W11.LIAM Jones. 

« 

To Lady SPENCER. 

l^ariSf Mh JuuCy 1770 . 

Your Ladyfhip will be fur- 
prifed at receiving fuch a parcel of papers 
from me : but I am willing to make amends 
for not writing all laft month. The truth is, 
I had nothing particular to fay at that time; 
but on my arrival at Paris, I found a letter 
from my friend Reviezki, with a very fpirited 
ode compofed by him upon the marriage of 
the Archduchefs. I dare fay Lord Spencer 
will like it, and I therefore take the liberty 
%o inclofe it for him. I have marked In this 
manner © twp^ or three paflages that are faul- 
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* » • 

ty; and I have put this fign 'T* to<one CUnza 

that I 4^ quitp underibind. 1 have alfo 

lent with it the Baron’s letter to ’me, which 
% 

will ierve as a comment upon, many parts ' 
pf.the ode. You will have heard of the 

ihocking accidents that happened here the 

* 

night of the fire-works. Above one hun- 

» 

dred and thirty people were killed; and fe- 
voral- people of falhion were crulhed to death 
in their c.arriages. We had the good fortune 
. to arrive here two days after this dreadful 
pataftrophe; which perhaps has faved fome 
of us, if not from real danger, at leaft from 
the apprehenfion of it. We (hall not be 
forry to fee England again, and diope to have 
that pleafure very foon. Soon after my; re- ^ 
turn, I think of going to Oxford for a Ihort 
tinie; but if 'Lord Althorp goes -back to 
..fchool this fummer, as I fincercly hope he 
w’ill, I lhall not go to College till Augufi ; 
for 1 am convinced that a public fchool has 
already been, and will continue to be, of the 
fiigheft advantage to him in every refpeit. 
While Mrs. Poyntz ftaid at hyons, I made . 
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an excurfion to Geneva, in hopes of feeing 

Voltaire, but was djfappointed. I ftnt him 

a note with a few verfes, implying that the 

mufe of tragedy had left her ancient ftat in 

Greece and Italy, and had fixed her abode 

on the borders of a lake, &c. He returned 
% 

this anfwer: The worft of French poets 

“ and philofophers is almoft d^^ng; age and 
“ ficknefs have brought him to his laft day; 
he can converfe with nobody, and entreats 
Mr. Jones to excufe and pity him. He 
“ prefents him with his humble refpedfs.’^ 
But he was not fo ill as he imagined; for he 
had been walking in his court, and went into 
his houfc jull as J came to it. The fervants 
fhe»ved me fomebody.at a window, whom 
they faid was he; but 1 had fcarce a glimpfc 
of him. ' I am inclined to think that Voltaire 
begins to be rather ferious, when he finds 
himfelf upon the brink of eternity; and that 

t 

he refufes to fee company, becaufe he cannot 
difplay his former wit and fprightlinefs. I 

I# t 

find my book * is publifhed; I am noV at all 
* '• »• 

* Translation of the Life of Nadir Shah, 



folicitous about its fuccefs : as I did not 
choofe*the fubjefik myfelf, I am not anfwer- 
able fof the wild e^ravagance of the ftyle, 
Bor for the &ults of the original'? but if your 
tiadylhip takes the trouble to read the difler- 
tation at the end, you may perhaps find fopie 
new and pleafing images. .The work has 

t 

one advantage, it is certainly authentic. 
Lady Georgiana is fo good as to enquire how 
Soliman goes on ; pray tell her he is in great 
afflidlion, as he begins to fiifpeS the inno- 
•ccnce of Mufiafa, who. is juft flain. To be 
feriousj my tragedy is juft finiflied; and I 
hope to ftiew it to your Ladyftiip in a fhort 
time. ’ 

. 1 am, &c. o • 
William Jones. 

De La Fontaine is with us: he feems very 
well, but is ftlli weak and complaining. I 
muft add a little ftroke of French courage, 
which I have juft heard. In the midft of 
all the difafters of the fire-works, the Maref- 
chal de Richlieu was in fuch i panic, that he' 



gc^ oat of his carriage, and icreamed out, 

qu'on veut Irifler f^rir un Marefchal 
« 

de France ? N’y a-t-il.p^onne pour fecourir 
un Marefchal de France ?— -This will be ap 
eternal joke againil him ! — . • 

* Mr: JONES to C. ReViCZKI. 

. ' Spa, July 1770. 

What an idle, unfettled fellow 
I am ! I fly over Europe, fcarcely flopping 
any- where. We palTed the winter at Nice, 
enjoyed the fpring in France, and I am now 
fpending the fummer (If this rainy feafon 
may be fo called) on the borders of Gcr- 

I 

many. I certainly can without any rilk fend 

a ^ 

your manufcripts from this place, and I ad- 
*rife* you *by all meaus to publilh them. 
They are worthy of your acknowledged ta- 
lents, and will enfure you the applaufe of all 
the learned. 1 fay this without flattery, 
which is indeed foreign to my character. 
The criticifms which I fent to you, are full 

of errors, and you muft receive them .with 

1 

Appendix, No, 15* 



great allowance; for during taj refidence at 
Nice, { was wholly without ancient books, 

or other aids, to which 1 am in the habit of 

% 

^plying, nor do I now poflefs them. 

. I .have received your French letter, with 
an incomparable ode: I was particularly 
charmed with that happy tranlition in it; 

O'er kincirtf<i, or o'er friendship's bier 
, ^V^ection pours a transient tear : — 

Soon flies the cloud; the solar rays 
Disperse the gloom, and brighter blaze. 

Believe me, when I read thefe lines, I could 

fcarcely reftrain my tears; for nature has that 

power over me, that I am more affefted by 

the beauties of a tender fimplicity, than by 

the loftieft. figures of poetry ; and hence I am 

more delighted with .a paflage iu the firft. 

Pythian ode of the divine Pindar concerning 

the Mufes, than by his elaborate de’fcription 

'•of the Eagle and 

What fhall I fend in rejturn for your pre- 

♦ But they on earth, or the devouring main. 

Whom righteous Jove with detestation views, 

• With envious horror hear the heav’nly strain, 

Exifd frqm praise, from virtue, the muse. 

WisT's Translation. 
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feat} Accept the accompanying ode, which 
is at leall valuable for its antiquity. You will 
perhaps fmile; it is not an epithalamium on 
the marriage of Antoinette the, Dauplynefs, 
but contains the eulogium of a very ancient 
Chinefe monarch, whofe name, though a 
monofyllable only, I have forgotten. When 
I read the works of Confucius, ctranflated by 
Couplet and others, I was ftruck with admir- 
ation at the venerable dignity of the fenti- 
ments, as well as at the poetical fragments, 
which adorn the difcourfes of that philofopher. 
They are feledled from the moft ancient re- 
cords of Chinefe poetry, and particularly from 
a work, entitled Shi-king, of which there is a 
fine copy in the royal library at Paris. I 
immediately determined to examine the ori- 
ginal : and, referring to the volume, after a 
long ftudy, I fucceeded in comparing, one of 
the odes with the verfion .of Couplet, and 
analyfed every word, or, more properly, 
every figure in it. Of this ode, 1 now fend 
you a literal tranflation* : it is a compcjfitioii 
♦ Sir William JoncVs Works, vol. vi, p. 6. 
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of a wonderflil dignity and brevity; each 
verfe contains four words only, hence the 
ellipfis is frequent in it, and the obfcurity of 
the flyle adjls to its fublimity. I have an- 
nexed a poetical verfion, making every verfe 
correfpond with the fenfe of Confucius; you 
will judge whether I have fuccecded or not, 
it will be fyfficient for me if it pleafe you. 
Ypu . know that this philofopher, whom I 
may venture to call the Plato of China, lived 
•about fix hundred years before the Chriftian 
aera, and he quotes this ode, as very ancient 
in his time. It may therefore be confidered 
as a moll precious gem of antiquity, whicl^ 
proves, that poetry has been t^e admiration 
of all people in all ages, and that it every- ^ 
where adopts the fame images. I muft fay a 
few words upon another w'ork, left. my long 
letter of February, containing a particular 
account of it frpin firft to laft, ftiould have 
mifcarried. I allude to' the tranllation of 
the life of Nadir Shah, from Perfian into 
French, a moft difagreeable talk, which I un- 
dertook at' the requeft Of my.Auguftus, the , 
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King of Denmark, who, I <foubt npt, will 
verify the high expeciatipns enterta,med of 
him in Europe. . It w^s his fpecial injunc- 
tion, that the tranflation IhouJd be ftfiftly 
literal, that I ihould fupply fuch notes as 
might be neceflary, and finally, that I fhould 
add a fhort diflertation on the poetry of the 
Perfians. I fi’nifhed this tirefpme work to 
the heft of my ability, and with fuch expe- 
dition, in compliance with the importunities 
of his Majefty, that the whole book, and . 
more particularly the diflertation, is full of 
errors. In the latter, I ventured to infert a 
tranflation of ten odes of Hafez, from a very 
fplendid but mcorre6l manufcript, and with- 
out, the ajd of any commentar)% I have 
written to the Under-Secrctary of State, re- 
quefting'him to fend you a copy of it as ex- 
peditioufly as polfible; and I truft he will .• 
not difappoint me. Excufe thofe errors 
which I could not perhaps have avoided, if 

I had pofleflTed the greateft leifure, and which 

\ 

the total want of it made almofl: inevitable! 
Excufe alfo the infertion of the two odes. 
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which you fent to me with a french tranA 
lation o»ly; and laftly, I.muft beg your ex- 
cufe for^ the liberty' which I- could not avoid 
ts^ng of mentioning my friend > for I could 
not refift the defire of letting the King know^ 
how highly I v^ued you. You will greatly 
add to the other proofs I have experienced of 
your kindnefa, towards me, by noticing the 
errcfrs • of the work, and particularly of the 
dilTertatioa, which 1 mean to publifh in a 
feparate volume. 

, The King of Denmark,, as I am informed, 
.ipproves my work much, and has some ho- 
nours in view for me; but of what nature I 
know not. When he was confidering what 
recompence he fhould, beftow upon me,» 
noble friend of mine informed his Majefty, 
that I neither wilhed for nor valued Inoney, 
hut was anxious only for fome honorary mark 
cf his approbation.' 

I have directed a copy of yotv Treatife on 

the Military Art of the Turks, to be fent to 
* » 

■ his Majefty, bccaufe it is worthy his perufal. 



and becaufe you are the author of it. Do Hot 

fuppofe that I now conclude, becaufe* I have 

nothing more to fay; my mind, in truth, 

overflows wkh matter, and I have morb di£* 

Acuity in rellraining my pen, than to. find 

topics for writing. But I wUl not abufe and 

exhauft your patience with my loquacity. 

% 

For my fake, take care of your Iflealth. 

». * 

« 

*C. REVICZKI to Mr. JQNE8. 

Viemuty August 9 ^ I77a» 

Indeed, my dear Sir, I cannot think you 
much to be pitied, for having paft a year 
in travelling through various climates and re- 
runs; on the contrary, I think it extremely 
foiatunatetthat you have had an opportunity 
which you are well qualified to improve. 
You have efcaped the fcverity of winter in 
the mild and temperate climate of Italy, you 
have enjoyed the fpring irf France and Eng- 
land, and you are now fpending the fummer 
on the confines of Germany, in a place,' 


* Appendix, No. 16. . 


O 



147 

w^ich is the general rendezvous of Europe j 
and whdte you ma^ fee, at a glance,, an alTem* 
blage of .various nations.* Is not this delight- 
ful? *Is not 'the great advantage of travel- 
ling, 'to explore the charadlers of different 
. people? I can iiowever eafily conceive the 

inconvenience which a man of letters muft 

* 

fuffer from the want of means and opportu- 
nity to purfue his ftudies, and this alone is 
fufiicient to diminilh the pleafure of it. 

I am exceedingly obliged to you for the 
eJttraordinary compofition with which you 
favoured mej it is indeed a literary curiofity. 

, But pray inform me, when you learned the 
Chinefc language; 1 did not fufpe61 that this 
was one of your accoraplifhments, but thtjf’or' 
are no bounds to your acquihtions as a lin- 
guid. I am the more delighted Vfith this lit- 
tle performance, as I can rely upon it as a 
faithful tranflation from the .Chlnefe language, 
of which the few things we have tranflated, 
appear^ very fufpicious ; it has not only the 
merit of* being very ancieqt, but in your ver- 
fion appears even elegant. I impatiently ex- 
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pe^i your life of Nadir Shah ; and I beg you 
to accept ;ny thank-s for ^our attention, in 
requpfting the Under-Secretary of State to 
forward a dopy of it to me; nor am 1 leis 
anxious to perufe the eflay, which you- have 
annexed tn it, on Oriental poetry. I admire 
your condefcenfion in fubmitting this work 
to my criticifm ; you muft lie' fenfible that 
you incur little rifk by it, and that you are 
lure of my approbation. I lhall however be 
obliged to point out one fault, which is no ' 
trifle,~your mentioning me in fuch honour- 
able terms. I have no claim to this diftinc- 
tSon, although, if I had forefeen your inten- 
tion, I wodld have at leaft exerted myfelf to 
‘deferve k. There are I'everal of our Vienna 
ladies and gentleman now at Spa, w^ho are all 
well wmrthy of your acquaintance. I am in- / 
formed that Lady Spencer is an intimate 
friend of the Princefe Ezterhazy; llie can in- 
troduce you to the acquaintance of an amiable 
and refpedable lady, who knows how to 
eftimate the value of perfons of merit. I 
have nothing at prefent worth troubling you 
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with. I refervd this pleafure far aXuture op« 
portuniljjr, and in^the mean time am, with 
great refpe£t an4 veneration,^ 

YQur very humble feryant, 

Reviczki. 

^ C. REVJCZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Vienna^ Oct. \C>th, 1770. 

» .Although your laft letter gives 
me no information of your intended deftina- 
tion after, your departure from Spa, I eon- 
clude from your very filence, that you are 
now in London. This opinion is eonfirmed 
by the late reecipt of your letter. I was de- 
prived of the pleafure of hearing from you 
during my excurlion into Hungary; nor did 
your letter reach me till after my,retumja-» 
Vienna, long fubfequent to its date, and 
when the fubjei^i of it was in fadi obfolete. 
Moft fmcerely do I hope that your wilhes 
may be gr;itified, *and that after fo‘ much tra- 
velling, I may have the pleafure of feeing 
you at Vienna. 

The ‘French are light and frivolous, the 
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Italiam effinninate and enervatV;, and the Ger-> 
mans may perhaps be dull and morpfe; yet 
they are not on this account- to be defpifed, 
for if nature has not endowed them^ with 
the more elegant qualities, they poflefs what 
is more valuable* and win the aifed^ions of 
ftrang^rs by plain dealing and fimplicity of 
manners. 

I give this teftimony to the chara£ler,of ,the 
Germans, without partiality, for I am as 
much a ftranger in Germany, as I lately was 
in England; and no one, at all acquainted 
with the chara<^er and country of the Ger- 
mans and Hungarians, can polfibly confider 
them the fame* for they are not only diffimi- ’ 
in difpofition, language, and manners, 
but in their very nature. I will not however 
diflemble, but candidly confefs the truth, 
that my way of life here is extremely plear 
lantj nor have I any doubt that you, who 
arc fo accurate a judge of mankind, will one 
day readily fubfcribe to my opinion of this 
nation. , • • 

I fmile at* your declaration that you are 
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changed, an<f that you hope to be more 

agreealjle to from having renounced 

youthful gratifications, and devoted yourielf 

to the cultivation of literature and the* pur- 
• 

fuit of virtue; for my own part, I only willi 
to find you again precifely the fame as when 
1 knew and admired you in England, fault- 
lefs and in;eproachable. 1 t^onfefs indeed, 
that ^hat 1 particularly valued in you, was 
the happy talent of blending pleafure and re- 
creation, with the moil intenfe ftudy and 
thirfl for literature. 

a 

Take care however, that you do not fuffer 
the ardour of application to deprive you of 
the gratifications of life, fuffici^ntly brief in 
their own nature; they are indeed fo con-_ 
neded with literature, that the wife and the 
learned only are qualified for the true enjoy- 
ment of them. Take care alfo, that you 
have not hereafter reafon to complain, in the 
words of Horace : 

Ah why, while slighted joys I vainly mourn, — 

• will not youth, with youthful thoughts, return? 

The chaflity of the liluresj*and their en-- 



mity to Venus, is a mere faBle adapted to 
fklion ; for poetry delights tp repofe or^ downy 
pillows. I now turn to another fubjeft. I 
have not yet .received your tranilation of the 
Perfian manufcript which you promifed me, 
and which indeed you feem to have fentj 
what has delayed its arrival I know not, and 
will trouble you to enquire about it. 

I have read again and again the beautiful 
Englilli fong, with your elegant tranflation of 
it in two languages, and I am delighted with 
it. I wonder however that you are fo little 
fatisiied with the Latin verfion of it, with 

which I am highly pleafed. 

******* 

r 

The laft letter was received by Mr. Jones, 
after his return to England. It may be re- 
gretted that, his correfpondeflee during his 
cxcurfion to the Continent, fhould have been, 
confined chiefly to literary ^topics, and that 
his letters contain no obfervations of a parti- 
cular nature, on the characters and manners 
of the French, Italians, and Germans, amongft 
whom he fo .long refided. Th^ exhibit 



however whaf may be more interefting t« 
thofe ^/^ho are a^ious to explore his mind 
and feelings, an undifguifed pidture of them; 
and for this reafon, I more particularly regret 
.that fo few of his letters fhould have been 
preferved. The account which he gives of 
his fuccefs in deciphering an ode of Con- 
fucius, is a remarkable proof of his ardour for 
univerfal literature, and of his invincible ap- 
plication in the purfuit of it. He had before 
. acquired the keys of the Chinefe language, 
find having accidentally difcovered, through 
the medium of an inelegant tranflation, a 
treafure locked up in it, he applies them Ikil- 
fully, and, with great perfever^nce, obtains 
accefsto it. — 

Nothing remains of the Treatife on Edu- 
cation, mentioned by Mr. Jones, except the 
.^plan; as it is Ihort, I prefent it to the reader 
in this place. He will probably regret with 
me, that the Treatife, if it ever were com- 
pleted, no longer cxifts. In the culture of 
his oviii talents, Mr. Jones appears ftridlly to 
hav? purfued the objects which he points. 



out as the end of education in general, and 
to have attempted the attainjp;.ient of them, by 
the means *<vhich he recommends to others. 
This ‘little Iketch was written in his tVenty- 
third year. 

PLAN orp AN ESSAY ON EDUCATION. 

A celebratevl Eailern philofqpher begins 

« 

his firft dilTertation with the following period. 
The perfedt education of a great man, conlills 
in three points : in cultivating and improving 
his uuderftanding ; in allifting and reforming 
his countrymen; and in procuring to himfelf 
the chief good, or a fixed and unalterable 
habit of virtue. 

I have chofen the words of this fublime 
author, as my fubjedf for a feries of elTays, 
in which I defign to difeourfe on education 
In its fulleft extent, tracing it from its be- 
ginning with the elementary parts of lan- 
guage, to the great end propofed by it, that 
is, the ability to benefit mankind and our- 
felves, either in war or in peace, by^adiion 
or by fpeculation. I fhall, however, make 
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a flight deviation from the defintdon of the 

9 

■philo^pher, by^fixing the good of ourfelves 
and our fellow-creatues, as the primary end 
propoVed by a liberal education; and by con- 
lidering the cultivation of our underftanding, 
and the acquilition of knowledge, as the le- 
condary obje^s of it. For knowledge muft 
certainly hp acquired before’ it can be con- 
yeyed to others; the confequence of addons 
muft be known, before the good can be 
■ feledted from the evil ; and the mind muft be 
enlightened by an improvement of our natu- 
ral reafon, before a proper diftindlion can be 
made between the real and the apparent good. 
Now, as neither this knowledge can be per- 
fedlly obtained, nor the reafon comnlyjij ply 
improved, in the fhort duration of human 
life, unlcfs the accumulated experience and 
wifdom of all ages and all nations, be added 
to that which we can gain by our own re- 
fearches, it is neceflary to imderftand the 
languages of thofe people who have been, in 
' anjf, period of the world, diftinguifhed for 
their fu^ierior knowledge; and that our own 



attainments maybe made generally beneficial, 
we mull be able to convej^ them tO( other 
nationsy either in their refpeiStive dialedls, or 
in fpme language, which, from jts peculiar 
excellence and utility, may be in a manner 
univerfal. It follows, therefore, that the 
more immediate ohjeft of education is, to 
learn the langua'jges of celebrated nations both 
ancient and modern. But as thefe cannots 
confiftently with reafon and propriety, be 
taught before our native tongue, our firft 
ftep mull be to make ourfelves perfedt mafters , 
of the language of the country in which we 
arc born. 

In confequence of this analyfis, I intend to 
difttihute my difl'ertation into feveral diftindt 

4 * i 

treatifes; on language y on the underjiandingy 
tn knowledge, on the good of mdnkind, and on 
the good of ourfelves, or private happinefs. 

But there are other acquifitions which muft 
go, as it were, hand in hand with thole above 
mentioned. I mean thofe which refrelh and 
enliven the mind, and thofe which improve 
and adorn the body. as the human mipd. 
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by reafon oF its earthly impedlgaents, cannot 
at all ^imes fup^rt with equal a^dvantage its 
attentipn to abftra<Sled fubjeifts, but r^uires 
snaify intervals of relaxation, k is ncceflary 
■ that fome ftate be found between labour and 
reft, to prevent the faculties fromjying total- 
ly inaflivc. Hence proceeds.the ufe of polite 
literature, afld of the liberal arts, of poetry, of 
p'airiting, and of* mufic, which relieve the 
mind after any violent exertion of its powers, 
and prepai'e it for the reception of frefh 
•knowledge with greater alacrity. And as the 
mind can neither attend to inftru£tion nor re- 
ceive refrelhment, unlefs the body enjoy at 
leaft a moderate fhare of health, *thofe exercifes 
are clTentially neceflayy, which tend to 
cure or preferve it, and which have the dou - 
ble advantage, of ftrengthening the conftitu- 
*- lion, by promoting a free and regular circula- 
tion, and of giving grace to the body, by form- 
ing it to eafy and elegant motions. Hence 
arifes the great advantage of manly fports, of 
danciftg, of fwimming, of managing the horfe, 
and* of ufing every fort of weApopj to which 
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mud be addec}» the habit of declaiming wxdi 
an oratorical voice and geftur4 an exerdle by 
no means general,' but -perhaps more .uleful 
and more ornamental than any of the othbrs. 
Conlillently vrith tlus divilion of necellary 
accomplifhtnents, I lhall add two difcourfes, 
on the ctolite arts, and on exercife. 

From the terms in which Mr. Jones 
fpeaks of the tragedy of Soliman, in one of 
his letters, it appears, that he was confiderably 
advanced towards its completion; and from 
the mention which he afterwards makes of it, 
in another to Reviczki, it would feem that it 
was actually finifhed, but I have in vain at- 
tfei-ipted tO' difcover any traces of it. The 
preface to Soliman, written by Mr. Jones, 
has been communicated to me, but does not 
appear fufficieritly corre<fl: for publication. 
He notices in it the cullom of poets to fend 
abroad their pieces with prefatory difeourfes 
calculated to miilead the tafte or judgment of 
their readers, and exemplifies the remark, by 
reference to Dryden, La Motte, and Cor- 
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fteille. Of Drjr^n, he obferveSf that, having 
compoi^d tragedies in rhyme, he, thought it 
neceiTacy to prepare the public for fo nov^l an 
attempt by Celling them in ifis advertife- 
‘ments, that every tragedy fliould be written 
in rhyme; that La Motte purpofely violated 
the unities of the Drama, whiJc^Comeille pre- 
ferved them with an exaiflnefs approaching to 
afTedfation; and that each endeavoured in a 
prefatory difcourfe to prove himfelf alone in 
■ the right. He difclaims all idea of imitating 
a conduS, which he pronounces abfurd and 
ufelefs, and contents himfelf with a few hints 
on the principles which had dire£i;ed him in 
the compofition of the tragedy. 

The objeift of thea^ical reprefeittation, T?e 
remarks, is to convey pleafure, and the hope 
of receiving it, is the inducement which cai'- 

Ties people to the theatre; obferving, that 

* 

Shakefpeare delights and tranfports him, while 
Corneille lulls him to fleep ; and judging of 
the feelings of others by his own, he con- 
cludes^ th^t all who underhand both authors 
perfbilly, muft be affected in the fame manner. 



1 

160 

He dd;eniui\ps therefore to take Shakefpeare 

fi» his model, not by adopting his fent<imcnt8, 

or borrowing his- exprefBons, but by ^aiming 

at his manner, and by driving to write Us he 

fuppofes he would have written himfelfyif he 

had lived in the eighteenth century. 

Mudapha, upon whofe dory the tragedy is 
« 

founded, was put to death by his* father, Soli- 
man the Magnificent, about the year JS53' 
The hidory of this unnatural murder is pa- 
thetically related by Knolles, in his General 
Hidory of the Turks, who dyles Mudapha 
the mirror of courtefie, and rare hope of 
the Turkifti nation.” In the reprefentation 
of his tragedy, Mr. Jones intended to obferve 
tli j fe ly tha codume of, the Turks, which he 
had attentively dudied. 

Mr. Jones now determined to enter upon 
a nevr career of life. Whatever fatisfailion. • 
he might derive from his connexion with the 
noble fantily, in which he had undertaken 
the ofiice of tutor, or whatever rccompence 

I i 

he might ultimately hope to receive from 
their gratitude 'pr friendftiip, the fituation did 




not altogether correfpond with his feelings* 

nor the*extent o^his views. To a fpirit of 

independence, which from his earlieft -years 

l^rongly marked his charadler, be united the 

laudable defire of acquiring public difiindtion, 

and of making his fortune by his own efibits; 

above all, he was animated with the noble 

* 

ambition of bging ufeful to his country. In 
the capacity of private tutor, his expectations 
were bounded by a narrow profpedt, and his 

• exertions circumferibed; whilft in tlie pro- 
fi»rfion of the law, he fuw an ample leone for 
the gratification of all his wilhes; and froin hh 
extenlivc knowledge, fludious habits, and 
indefatigable induilry, he had cv^ry reafon to 
expeCt the moft brilliant fuccefs, T^ie advi(y?- 
and importunity of his friends confirmed the 

• fuggeftions of his own reflection, and he re- 
folvcd to rcfign his charge in Lord Spencer’s 
family, and to devote himfelf in future to the 
ftudy and practice of the law. In confe- 
quence of this determination, which he im- 

' mediately, executed, he was admitted into the 
Temple on the nineteenth of Sejrtember 1770. - 

Lije—V. I, . jM 
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His attenjiion, however, was not at firft 

cxclufively confined to his profeflional? ftudies, 
% 

nor was it indeed to be expected, ,that he 
would at once renounce his attachment to 
Oriental learning and literature in general. 
It would ^ have required mone than ordinary 
refolution to abandon at once, what had coft 
him fo much pains to acquire ; jche attainment 
of which had been the fource both of pleafure 
and dillin£tion to him. But as his letters and 
thofe of his friends, during the two following 
years, contain all that I can fay of him, I re- 
fer the reader to them for information, rather 
than to a narrative of my own. 

t 

»Mi;. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

March 1771 . 

A plague ori our men in office, 
who for fix months have amufed me with 
idle promifes, which I fee no profpedl of their 
fulfilling, that they would forward my books 
and a letter to you ! They fay, that they have 
not yet had an opportunity; and that the ap- 

« f I 

Appendix, No. IS. 
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prehenfion of *a Spanifh war (wjiich is now 
no moile) furnifli^ them with inceflant occu- 
pation. I have however fo much to fay' to 
)jou,«that I can no longer delaiy writing; I 
wiflx.indeed I could communicate it in perfon. 
On my late return to England, I found my- 

'I* 

felf entangled, as it were, in a variety of 
important cor^/iderations. My friends, com- 
panions, relations, .all attacked me with urg- 
ent folicafions to banifli poetry and Oriental 
.literature for a time, and apply myfelf to orar 
tpry and the ftudy of the law; in other 
words, to become a barriller, and purfue the 
track of ambition. Their advice in truth 
was conformable to my own inclinations ; 
for the only road to the higheft ftations jjn 
this country is that of the law, and I need 
not add, how ambitious and laborious I am. 
•Behold me then become a lawyer, and ck~ 
pe£l in future, that my correfpondence will 
have fomewhat more of public bufioefs in it. 
But if it ever Ihould be my fortune to have 
any fhare in adminiftration, you lhall be my 
Atticus, the partner of my plans, the confi- 
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dant of myrfecrets. Do not however fup- 
pofe, that 1 have altogethCT renounc(^il polite 
literature. I intend fhortly to pubjifh my 
Englifli poems, and I mean to bring my tra- 
gedy of Soliman on the ftage, when I cah 
find proper a<flors for the performance of it. 
I intend alfo compofing an epic poem, on a 
noble fubje£t, under the title «df Britanneis : 
but this I muft defer until I have more lei- 
fure, with fome degree of independence. In 
the mean time, I amufe mvfelf with the 
choiceft of the Perfian poets; and I have the 
good fortune to poflefs many manuferipts, 
which I have cither purchafed or borrowed 
from my frfends, on various fubje£ts, includ- 
ing hiftory, philofophy, and fome of the 
moft celebrated poetry of Perfia. 

I am highly delighted with Jami’s poem of 
Yufef and Zuleika; it contains fomewhat 
more than four thoufand 'couplets, each of 
which is a ftar of the firft brilliance. We 
have fix copies of this work at Oxford, one 
of which is corredt; it has the vowel points, 
and is ilLuilrated with the notes of Golius. 



I alfo poflels a'copy, which, as foon as I haiw 
leifure 4 1 will Let me aik in the 

mean time how you are employeS ? Do you 
continue yot^r occupation of eIucidating"your 
iavourite Hafez ? I will moft willingly give 
all the affiftance in my power to the publica- 
tion of your work, if you will have it print- 

» 

cd in London j but I fcarcely think that any 
printer will undert^e it at his own expenfe, 
unlefs the poems are accompanied with an 
Lnglifti or French tranflation, for you cannot 
conceive how few Englifh gentlemen undcr- 
ftand Latin. Let me recommend to you 
therefore to give a literal verfion of Hafez in 
French, with annotations in t]^e fame lan- 
guage; and this I think will be more accept- 
able even to your own countrymen, than a 
Latin tranllationj though indeed you may 
. annex to your work fuch odes as you have 
tranflated into that language. The new edi- 
tion of Meninlki goes oh tolerably well. I 
inclofe a fpecimen.of the new Arabic types, 
Jlnd rifeyneftly beg your opinion upon them, 
that any defctfls may be corre<Jted as foon as 



poffible. I Have had a copper-plate engrav- 
ing made of one of the oces of Hafcz, and 

( 

tnay perhaps, when my circumftances afford 
it, print an edition of Jami’s whole poem ip 
the fame manner. A work of this kind on 
filken paper, would I doubt not be very ac- 
ceptable to the Governor of Bengal, and the 
other principal perfons in . Intjk. I cannot 
conceive what is become pf the book which 
I fent to you, but I will take the firft oppor- 
tunity of tranfmitting a fairer and more cor-, 
rect copy, together with my little Treatifh 
on the Literature of Afia, and my Grammar 
of the Perfian Language, which is printed 
with feme degree of elegance ; and I earneftly 
intreat ycpi to tell me, if any thing is wrong 
in it, or any thing omitted, that the next 
edition may be more peifecSf. I only wait 
for leifure to publifh my Commentaries on 
Afiatic Poetry. 

Do not however imagine that I defpife 
the ufual enjoyments of youthj no one can 
take more delight in linging and dancing 
than 1 do, ncH* in the moderate ufe of wine, 

'4» < • ^ 
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nor in the exquifite beauty , of the ladies, of 
Whom ^London a^^ords an enchanting variety; 
but I prefer glory, my fupreme 'delight, to 
all pfher gratifications, and I will purfhe it 
through fire and water, by day and by night. 
Oh! my Charies, (for 1 renounce all cer&- 
mony, and addrefs you with ancient fimpli- 
city) what ^ boundlefs fcene* opens to my 
view,! if I had two lives, I fhould fcarcely 
find time for the due execution of all the 
public and private projects which I have in 
mind ! 

Mr. BATES to W. JONES, Efq. 

Sir; 3farch 2lt/iy 1771. 

f 

Laft night, I teceived from 
Mr. Williams your rnoft ingenious and fatfe- 
fa£tcJry letter, for which my heartieft thanks 
are due. If you have no objection to it, as I 
think you canno.t, I propofe to embellifh my 
MS. with it, by fticking’it into the book, in 

r 

like manner as I have done my own account 
bf if^ It will be no fmall addition to the 
curiofity of the book ; fOr I can eafily forefee. 
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that in times to come, a piec6 of your hand-% 
writintr will be looked upo/ as a curi4»fity by 
virtu ofi yet unborn. 

In the n\ean time, I hope this lette®> does 
'not p’-eclude your fulfilling your promife of 
obliging me with another vifit (and I hope 
flill more) after your return from Oxford, at 
the end of the holidays. I aflute you, 1 wait 
for the end of thofe holidays, as impatiently 
as moft fchoolboys dread and abhor it. 
Therefore I beg you would favour me wdth a 
line to apprife me of your return back to 
town, that in cafe 1 fliould, in the diale^fl of 
Deptford, be moored head and ftern by the 
gout, I ma)t let you know as much, to fave 
you the trouble of a vifit, that will anfwer no 
end ; but if I keep clear from that malady, as 
I am at prefent, I fhall beg you to take a 
nightcap here, that we may fpend one entire 
morning in Oriental fpeculation, without the 
interruption of other company. For I have 
ftill many queries which you muft refolve. 
I heartily wifh you a pleafant journQ^; arid 
hope that, fo»‘the good of the Literati, you’ll 



be blefTed with life and health to go on with 
. ^ * 
the ntfole underiaking you are eng^^ed iii, 

and that you’ll meet with the merited fucceis. 

, I am. Sir, &c. ^ ’ 

James Bates. 

*Mr. JONES to D. B. 

iicndon, April l77l. 

Your Perfian book is more valuable than 
• * 

m 

the coftlieft jewel. Meninlki, that univerfal 

• fcholar, has a copy exa£tly like yours, and he 

defcribes it in his ufual manner, that is, in- 

* 

elegantly, and in miferable Latin. From his 
defcription, you may however eftimate the 
real excellence of your book. ^ I fhall beg 
leave to fay fomething more about it myfelf, 
and as a poet, venture to affirm, that the fix 
raoft beautiful poems in the volume are far 
more valuable for their intrinfic merit, than 
for the elegance of the characters in which 
they arc written, or for the glowing tints of 
the pictures which .adorn them. 

• Tijp author of thefe poems was the very 
* Appendix, No. TR. 



celebrated Nezami, who alTutiled the name of 
Kenjavi; he flourifhed toward the fclofe of 
the twelfth century, and was the favourite of 
that illuftrious warrior, and patron of Ictera- 
ture, Togrul, the fon of Erflan. 

The book comprifes five p9ems, the laft of 
which is divided into two parts; the firll, 
which is entitled The Treafutiy of Secrets^ 
contains many fables, and various difcourfes 
on moral duties and human affairs ; Nufhiro- 
van. King of Perfia, who, towards the end of 
the fixth century, waged a fuccefsful w^ 
againft the firll Jullin, and Juftinian are fre- 
quently introduced in it; Mohammed, the 
legiflator of Arabia, was born during his 
reign, and praifes.him for his juftice, in the 
Coran. The Perfian poets Sadi, Hafez, Jami, 
and others, frequently extol his virtues, and 
one of them has this coupler ; 

For ages mingled with his parent dust. 

Fame still re’cords Nushirovan the Just. 

The fecond poem commemorates the lives 
of a moll amiable youth, (named Mwjnoon, ' 
or the Frantic? from his mad paffion) and his 



miftrefs, the beautiful Leilu The loves of 
Khofrd and the adorable Sherin, form the 

I 

fubje<a^ of the third poem. Khofro was 
^Jie twenty-third in defcent .from Saflim, 
and , the grandfon of Nufhirovan, The 
fourth peom »has the title of The Seven 
Figures, and recites the hiftoiry of King Be- 
haram, whoin the Greeks, with their ufual 
inaccuracy, call \"aranes: but it more parti- 
cularly defcribes his feven palaces, each of 
. which is faid to have been diftinguiftied by a 
oarticular colour. In the fifth, we have the 
life and actions of Alexander; it is however 
to be remarked, that the Afiatics perpetually 
confound the Macedonian monarch with 
another and very ancient king of the fame 
name, and blend their actions moll ridi- 
culoufly. Thus much about your book, 
•;and you may depend upon what I fay, as 
ceitain and not conjectural. I fincerely re- 
joice, that St. John’s College, at Cambridge, 
will poflefs this trcafure by your gift ; and I 
no lefs fincerely hope, that your own Univer- 
fity ^will boaft fome future fcholar, capable of- 
thoroughly underilanding the elegance of the 



charming Nczamt. If any one wifiies to ob- 
tain further information ref^fling th:I» poet, 
let him confult the pleating work of Dowlat 
Shah of Sam^rcand, on the lives pf the Pertian 
poets. I faw a beautiful manufcript of it at 
Paris. — Farewell. 

Mr. JON^ES to J. WILMOT, Efq. 

f 

Unii. ColL Oj/ordy Zd of Jiinoy 1771. 

MY DEAR WILMOT^ 

It makes me very happy 
to hear that my Lord Chief Juftice does not 
retire on accou it of ill health, but from a 
motive which does him the higheft honour. 
He w'ill now enjoy the greatefl; happinefs of 
human life, cafe with dignity, after having 
pafled through the moft honourable labour 
without danger. 1 fliould think rnyfelf 
highly blefled, if I could purfue a tiinilar 
courfc in my tinall fphere, and, after having 
raifed a competency at the bar, could retire 
to the bowers of learning and the arts. 

I have juft begun to contemplate the 

{lately edifice of the law's of England,— 

< • 

The gather'd wi-sdom of a thousand years,” — 
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If you will allowvTie to parody a Jine of Pone. 

I do nbt fee why the ftiidy of the^law is call- 
ed dryland unpl afant;. and I very much fuC- 
pedl* that it’ feems fo to thofe only, who 
'would think any ftudy unpleafant, which re- 
quired a great'* application of the piind, and 
exertion of the memory. I* have read moft 
attentively the two firft volumes of Black- 
ftbne’s Commentaries, and the two others 
will require much lefs attention. I am much 
pleafed with the care he takes to quote his 
luithorities in the margin, which not only 
give a fandtion to w'hat he aflerts, but point 
out the fources to which the ftudent may ap- 
ply for m(/rc cliffufive knowledge. I have 
opened two common-place books, the one qf 
the law, the other of oratory, which is furely 
too much neglected by our modem fpeakers. 

1 do not mean the popular eloquence, which 
cannot be tolerated at the bar, but that cor- 
rectnefs of llylc, and elegance of method, 

which at once pleafes and perfuades the 
\ \ 

heaver.' But 1 muft lay afide my ftudies for 
about fix w'ceks, while I am' printing my ' 
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Grammar, from which a goo(f deal is expell- 
ed; and which I mud endeavour to ihake as 

I 

perfedl as a human work can be. When that 
is finilhed, I fliall attend the Court of King^s 
Bench very conftantly, and fliall either take a 
lodging in Weftminfter, or afcept the invit- 
ation of a fri^d, in Duke Street, who has 
made me an obliging offer of apartments. 

I am forry the chara<f3;ers you fent me are 
not Perfian but Chinefe, which I cannot de- 
cipher without a book, which I have not at 
prefent, but tous Chinois qu’ils font, I flia]l 
be able to make them out, when the weather 
will permit me to fit in the Bodleian. In the 
mean time, 'I would advife you to enquire 
a^ter a native of Chin^, who is now in Lon- 
don; I cannot recollect where he lodges, but 
fliall know when I come to town, which will 
be to-morrow or Saturday. I fliall be at 
Richardfon’s till my Grammar is finiflied, 
unlefs I can buy a fet of chambers in the 
Temple, which I fear will be difficult. I will 

« t 

certainly call upon you in a day or two. On 

• ‘ 

one of tlje Jndian pictures at your houfe. 
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there was a bea^tiful copy of Perfian verfes, 
which H will beg leave to transcribe, and 
(hould Jje glad to print- it, with a tranfl^tion, 
ia thfc Appendix to my Grammat. I have not 
yet had my Perfian propofals engraved, but 
when you write to your brother, you would 
much oblige me by defiring him to fend me a 
little Perfian Ynanufcript, if he can procure it 
without much trouble. It is a final! poem 
which I intend to print; we have fix or feven 
copies of it at Oxford, but if I had one in 
my poflcffion, it would fave me the trouble of 
tranfcrlbing it. I have inclofed its title in 
Perfian and Englifh. I am very glad that 
your family are well. I wifh them joy upon 
every occafion; my mother and fiAer defire 
their compliments to you, and I am, with 
great regard, 

* Yours, moft affedlionately, 

Wjlliam Jones. 
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Mr. JONES to Mr. riAWKIt^S. 

‘ • Nov. 5, 1771 . 

, I fliall ever gratefully acl^now- 
ledge, dear Sir, my obligation to you for the 
trouble you take in infpe<Siing my trifles. 
Had Dryden and other poets met with fuch 
a friend, thefr poems would haye been more 
polifhed, and confequently more lit to f?e the 
light. Your obfervations are fo judicious, 
that I wilh you had not been fo Iparing of 
them. I entirely approve of all your correc- 
tions, &c. 

As to the years, in which the poems were 
written, tlicy are certainly of no confcquence 
to the public ; but (unlefs it be very abfurd) I 
would wilh to fpecify them, for it would hurt 
me as a ftudent at the bar, to have it thought 
that I continue to apply myfelf to poetry; and 
I mean to inlinuate that I have given it up 
for feveral years, which I muft explain more 
fully in the preface. For a man who. wilhes 
to rife in the law, muft be fuppofed itb hai^e • 
no other objeA. 
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. * p. REVlCZKI to Mr. J0NES. 

' ViennOyOr^. 13, 17'71. 

I have waited nearly twelve 
• • • 
idonths to no purpofe, for an opportunity of 

fending you my laft work, which at your 

recommendation has been publiflled ; the 

politenefs of one of the fecfetaries of the 

<• 

Englifh embalTy, who is returning to Eng- 
land, has at lafl fupplied it, by kindly offering 
tp> take c*harge of this production of mine 
(unlefs you will call it yours) and deliver it 
to’ you. It is my wifh to avail myfelf of the 
fame opportunity to thank you for your pre- 
• fent, but it is not in my power to make you 
the due acknowledgements : it is fufficient to 
proclaim your deeds. 1’ admire your* wonder- 
ful labour and learning, and more particularly 
•your diligence in the triple work, with which 
you have favoured me; but 1 blulh at the 
extravagant encomiums which* you have be- 
llowed upon me. If you perfcvere as you 
iiave begun in cultivating Oriental literature, 

* Appendix, No. 20, ‘ . 
li/i-i- V. I. N 
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the republic of letters will|.b'e greatly obliged 

to you. I am extremely anxious ^o know 
« 

what recompence his Danilh Majefty, or 
your own Sovereign, at his rceommendatipn, 
has conferred upon your learned labours. I 
fliould rejoice to have it in rpy power to con- 
gratulate you^. and thofe who efteem you as 
much as I do, on your diftinguilhed merit 
having been hqnourably rewarded. — Farewell. 

*Mr. JONES to C. REVICZKI. 

Oxford, Dec. mr. 

Thirteen montlis, or rather 
I may fay years, have elapfed, without a line 
from my friend! I have however written to 
you twice, once and very fully in Latin, tail 
March, and agmn in JxJy, in a great hurry, 
in French. Thefe letters contained a detailed 
account of my occupations and views, of the 
profeflion which I had adopted, and of the 
fplendid objedls to which I ambitioully looked 
forward. You have, I truft, received my four 

^ Appendix, No. 2.1. — ^This letter must have been 
written before tiie receipt of the last from Reviczki. 
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books, which ^r. Whitchurch,^ Chaplain to 
our AAbaflador, at my requeft promifed to 
deliver to you at Vienn.a. I recommend him 
to yOur particular attention, as a young man 
of an excellent difpofition, and very fond of 
literature. This will be prefented to you by 
Mr. Drummond, a man of letters, who pro- 
ceeds to Vienjia for the purpofe of ftudying 
phylic. You know that the medical profef<* 

fion is held in the highell eftimation with us, 

* . 0 . 

and, as Homer fays, 

* A wise Plij^sician, hi^ distinction claims, 

your reception of them both will, 1 hope, do 
credit to my recommendation. 

I beg your acceptance alfo of a little Phi- 
lippic*, which I wro’te againft an obfcufe 
coxcomb, who had the audacity to abufe our 
Univerfity, not with impunity, I truft, if the 
edge of my difcourfe have any effeA upon the 
fenfelefs knave. “ I hate •difqmeted*' (as 
Cicero fays 6f his Commentaries) ** the 

. French ^nation.'’ How goes on Hafez> our 
« • 

^ Works, voLix. p. ST't. 
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mutual delight? Shall we* never fee your 
txanilation of his charming odes ? Hell mCg 
if you like my Englifh verfiqn of the fecond 
ode * ? it h^s been favourably,, received by 
my own countrymen. I Ihould like to tranfr 
late feveral more of his odes, but I want 
ieifure. 

f 

I have not yet found any tr4,nflator capa- 
ble of doing juftice to ypur Treatife on the 
Military Art of the Turks, All agree that . 
your preface is both learned and elegant ; but • 
they mge, as you yourfelf remark in the in- 
trodu£Hon, that the book does not correfpond 
with its title, TAe Principles of the Science of 
Covernment.f 

The original of this work in the Turkifli 
language, with many others printed at Con- 
ftantinople, including a moft beautifuF copy 
of the Odes of Mefibi, are depofited in the. 
library of our Royal Society. I beg, to be 
informed if all the works publifhed by Ibra- 
him, which you fo much commend, are to- 
be purchafed in Germany, Hungary,, br tile - 


* *Works, vol. V, p. 316. 
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parts of^T^ixkey; as ini diat cafe, 1 
(hould wifh to procure them. , 

What news from Turkey ? no mention of 
Peace ? Whenever the war witK RulHa is at 


an erid, I propofe making an open and direA 
application for^he office of Miniftcr at Con- 
ftantinople ; at prefent, I can* <?nly privately 
whifper my Wifhes. The King is very well 
diipofed towards me; fo perhaps are the 
men in power ; and the Turkifh Company 
wifli much to oblige me ; all that I have to 
apprehend, is the appearance of fome power- 
ful competitor who may drive me off the 
flage. If 1 ihould fucceed in my wilhes, 
how lhall I bound for joy ! Firft, I fhall 
enjoy your company af Vienna, th'^n I fhall 
drink. deep of Afiasic literature, and I lhall 
explore the Turkifh manners in their moll 

hidden fources. If I am difappointed, phi- 
« 

lolbphy remains; the bar is open, and I fhall 
not, I truH, want employment; for the har- 
vefl of , litigation is always abundant. I fhall 
a.pply to the lludy of eloquet\ce, to poetry, 
hiftory, and philofophy, each 'of Vhich, if 
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properly cultivated, ivould otcupy a complete 
life of 

** Such men as live in* these degenerate days.’* 

I could fay ‘much more, but T yield tb the 
imperious fummons (not of Proferptne I 
hope, buj) of the goddefs, if there be one, 
who prehdes over our tribunals. You may 
expedt longer letters in future from me : and 
in the mean time I hope to hear very fully 
from you.— Farewell, my dear friend. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. HAWKINS. 

^ If’eslruinstcr, Jan. 16, 1172. 

As I have a frank directed 
to you, I take the liberty to inclofe a letter 
for my mother, which I beg you will be fo 
Idnd as to fend to hdr. I have nothing at 
prefent to fay on the fubjeit of my publica- 
tion, except that you will be fo good as td 
fend me the (heets of the Eflays, under cover, 
to Mr. Brudenfill,- left there ihould be afty 
thing that may be altered. 'I entreat you 

alfo to criticile my profe, as you havp done . 

( 

my verfe, and to reprimand me feverely, 
where yoii find it ftiff, forced, or obfcurc. 
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I ibrgot to me&tjpn anther rdx>edabie fcho* 
lar, wl^o law and approved my poems, I 
mean t^e prefent Bilhop of St. Afaph, whofe 
karntng, to fay a great deal, I» as extentive 
as- his virtues are amiable. Dr. Warton, of 
Winchelter, is another excellent critic, through 
whofe hands my trifles ihall pafs before they 
fee the light.* . 1 have dined with him at Sir 
Jolhua Reynolds’s,. where he paid me a com- 
pliment before the whole company, which I 
cannot write without blulhing: he faid, my 
Greek poems which he had feen in manu- 
fcript, were worthy of ancient Greece. I 
dare fay this learned and ingenious man, will 
fufier me to fend to him a copy^f the poems 
at Winchcfter ; and th^t he will m%ke his re- 
marks very fincerely. When I have colledled 
the critioifms of thefe gentlemen, I will com- 
■pare them, and add my corredtions at the end, 
under the title oT emendations, as Pope has 
inferted his alterations in the text of his 

poems, and fet down the variations, or firft 

• • 

readings, in the margin. I think it will be 
better (as we muft not lofe .'thq feafon for • 
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puUlcadon) to fend th? copies' to my friends, 

« i* ( * 

as foon as the trifle, on Chefs is printed, and 
to fhew them the profe afterwards. 

My Turkith Hiftory will go to the prefs 
on Monday. Lord Radnor has given, me’ 
leave, in the molt flattering terms, -to infcribe 
it to him. 

1 have a notion I ihall .be great talker 
when I am at the bar; for 1 cannot take up 
my pen without filling three fides of paper, 
thongh 1 have nothing to fay when 1 fit 
down. 

1 am, &c. 

*Mr. JONES to ROBERT ORME, Efq, 

Api a m2. 

. * , ‘ , 

It is impolfible for me to 

defcribe the delight and admiration I have 

felt, from the perufal of your Hiftory of the 

War in India. The plans, circumftances, and 

events of it, arc fo clearly def(pribed by you, 

that I felt an intereft in them rather as an. 

adlor than a reader. 1 was particularly pleaf- 

i ** 

* ^ Appendix, No. 
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\ • 

ed with youf fdelmfadoa of lives and 

changers of thofe* who had diftinguiihed 

% 

themf^lves by their a^ons or wifdom.; nor 
jwas* 1 lefs * delighted with the elegance of 
■your topographical defcriptions ; that of the 
Ganges particularly pleafed me; it is abfolute- 
ly a picture. I have remarked, that the 
more poliihe^ hiftorians of all ages, as well as 
die poets, have btien fond of dilplaying their 
talents in deferibing rivers. Thus Thucy- 
dides deferibes the Achelou^, and Xenophon 
jthe Teleboas, and both admirably, though in 
a different manner; the latter with his ufual 
brevity and elegance, the former with a de- 
gree of roughnefs and magnifitence not un- 
common to him. With refpe^ to your 
ftyle, if elegance confift in the choice and col- 
location of words, you have a moft indubita- 
ble title to it ; for you have on all occafions 
feledted the moft appropriate expreflions, and 
have given to them the moft beautiful ar- 
rangement; and this is almoft the greateft 
• • 

praife? which a compolition can claim. 

^ * 

The publication of the fecdhd.part of your 
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H^ory, beeQ^fo long and earnellly 

looked for, will be highly acceptable to thofe 

4 

whofe opinions you reljpe(^ ; and I ne,ed not 
fay that it wiU add to your reputation. "In*' 
4teed it is not juft, that the Coromandel ooaft 
only Ihould receive the ornament of your 
pen, to the negled: of Bengal, which an In- 
dian monarch pronounced f/ie e^t light of the 
world. 

* * , 

If the reader (hould compldn that the cor- 
reijpondence prefented to him, is not always 
important or interelling, I can only plead in 
excufc, my inability to make any feledlion 
that would obt^iate this remark, without being 
liable to thf weightier o.bje£lion of exhibiting 
an imperfedt pidture of the cliaraftcr of Mr. 
Jones. To me it is pleallng to trace him in 
his clofet, unfold his meditations, develop his 
projedts, and follow him in his familiar in- 
tercourle with his friends j and whilft my ad- 
miration is excited by the ardour of his mind, 
embracing in idea excellence unattainable 
even by him, and conceiving works imprac- 



dcabl^ from extent, I paitidpate wkfar 
equal pleafure in hi» relaxations and amofe- 
ments^ 

• The plail of the Epic Poem, which he 
mentions in his letters to his Polilh IHend, 
was Iketched "during his refidence at Spa, in 
July 1770. The original manufcript has 
been preferVed ; • and I am enabled to com- 
muiiicate it to the public*. The fubjedt of 
the poem was the fuppofed difcovery of our 
iHand by Tyrian adventurers, and he propofed 
•to exhibit under the .character of the prince 
of Tyre, that of a perfedl king of this country; 
a charadter which he pronounces the moft 
glorious and beneficial of any that the warm- 
cfl: imagination can form. It reprefents (to 
quote his own words) the dangers to which a 
King of England is neceflarily expofed, the 
vices which he mull avoid, and the virtues, 
and great qualities, with which he muft be 
adorned. On the whole, “ Britain dif- 
“ covered” is intended as a poetical pane- 
gyric*on gur excellent Conflitution, and as 
Appendix, A.- ^ 
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a pledge of the author’s attaohrneAt to ; as 
a Badonal epic poem, like thofe of Homer, 
Virgil, TafTo, and Camoens, defigned.to ce- 
lebrate the honours of his country-, to dii{)lay« 
in a flriking light the moft important prin- 
ciples of pqlitics and morality, ami to inculcate 
thefe grand maxims, that nothing can ihake 
©tir ftate, while the true liberty ef the fubjedt 
remains united with the dignity of the fo- 
Tereign; and that in all ftates, virtue is the 
only fure bafis of private and public happi- 
sefs. • 

He refert'ed the completion of the poem to 
a period of leifure and independence which 
never arrived ;*and although after an interval 
of /bme jeers, he refurped the idea of coin- 
pofing an Epic Foem on the fame fubjedl, but 
with confiderable alterations, he never ex- 
tended the execution of it beyond a few 
Enes. 

"Whether the Turkilh Hiftory', which Mr. 
Jones mentions as ready for the prefs, was 
ever finilhed, I am ^ot informed.; part of 
the original manufeript ftill remains; the in- 
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trodii^ion * tft was printed, but not pub> 
liflied, and will form a. number in the Ap- 
pendix. 

, TPhe antieipation of future prolpe<St8 fiig- 
' gefted by the fervour of youthful imagination, 
is too common to all, but particnlarly to men 
of genius, to excite much furprife ; and of 
them it hasi^,een . generally and juftly remark- 
ed, -that what has been performed by them, 
bears little proportion to v/hat was projected. 
In their progrefs through life, impediments 
,occur to the execution of tlieir plans, which 
the mind at hrft eagerly overlooks; wWIft 
time, imperceptibly advancing, deprives them 
of the power and even of the* inclination to 
complete what has ^becn defigr\pd with fo 
much ardour. They find w’hat experience 
daily proves, that the duties of life can only 
be properly performed, when they are the 
primary objedls’of our regard and attention. 

The little difeourfe, to which Mr. Jones 
humouroufly alludes in his letter to Reviezki, 
was 9 letter in French, addrcfTed to ^lonfieur 


• Appendix, B..* , 
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AiMjuetil du Perron, and pfifated in 1771. 

< , • 
The Frenchman had publiHied, in three quarto 

vtrfumes, an account of his travels in India, 
the liie of Zordafter, and fome fuppofed viwrks, 
of that philofopher. To this publication he * 
prefixed a difcourfe, in which he treated the 
Univerfity of Oxford, and fome of its learned 
members and triends of Mr, Jones, with ri- 
dicule and difrefpect. From the perufal of 
his works, Mr. Jones was little difpofed to 
agree with Monfieur du Perron, in the boalled 
importance of his communications; he was 
difguiled with his vanity and petulance, and 
particularly offended by his illiberal attack 
upon theUnherfity, which he refpefted, and 
upon the perfons whom he efteemed and ad- 
mired. The letter which he addreffed to 
M. du Perron was anonymous ; it was writ- 
ten with great force, and exprefles hU in- . 
dignation and contempt with a degree of 
afperity, which the judgment of maturer years 
would, have difapproved. ProfelTor Biom 
Skhal, a Swedifli Orientalift, fays of it, that* 
he had known many Frenchmen fo far ipU- 
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take-in tiiie *vv^ter, as to afcrlbe it to ibm^ 

hlefprit of Paris. Such in their opiniox^was 

the brilliancy and corredlnefs of its ftyle. 
• • 

, Dr .•Hunt, the Laudian Profellbr of Arabi<^ 

• at Pxford, who had been contemptuoufly 
mentioned by.du Perron, addrefled the two fol- 
lowing letters to Mr. Jones on this occalion ; 

JJEAR SIR, . Ch. Chunk, Oct. 25, 1771. 

1 have now found the tranflation of 
. all the remains of 2k>roafier, mentioned in 
^our laA, and think, upon an attentive pe- 
rufal of it, that the account which Dr. Fra- 
fer has pven of it is true. 

I never told Perron, that I vnderftood th« 
ancient Perlic language ; and 1 am^authorized 
by Mr. Swinton, who was prefent all the time 
Perron was with me, to fay that he never 
. heard me tell him fo. I might perhaps lay, 
that I knew the old Perlic charaSler, as given 
by Dr. Hyde ; but to a further knowledge 
of the language I never pretended, nor could 
' 1 tell liim that i did. I'ut f r a proof of the 
veracity of this fellow, 1 be^' leave to refer- 



you to page 461. of his preliipiaary cUTGOurf^ 
■urhere he lays, that .he made me a prelent oif 
a fine Sanjkirrit, (or, as he calls it, Sanlkrotan) 
alphabet, and, that he promifed.Dr. Barton^ 
and Mr. Swinton, to fend them alphabets of • 
the feveral Afiatic languages \ whereas he 
neither made me the prefent, nor performed 
the promife to them. Mr. Swinton fays, he 
can furnifli us with othef inftances of this 
Frenchman’s veracity, which he has promifed 
to do in a few days. In the mean time, 

I am. See. 

Thomas Hunt. 


DEAR SIR,- C7i. Chunk, 2H, 1771, 

I jeceived the welcome prefent of 
your excellent pamphlet againft Perron* in 
due time, and yefterday I was favoured with 
your kind letter ; for both which 1 return you . 
my hearty thanks. I Ihould have thanked 
you for your pamphlet fooner, but have been 
out of town. I have read it over and over 
agaiji, and think the whole nation, as ’veil afe 

^ voL X. p. 461. 
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the Un^erfity &rd its members,^ are much 
obliged to you #for this able and ipirited de- 
fence. 1 acknowledge myfelf to be lb in a 
partictdar manner, and fo does Mr. Swinton, 
who delires his compliments and thanks. 
But there is one thing which Mr. Swinton 
feems to doubt of, which is, whether there 
has been fuch.a general deftruflion of the 
writings of the ancient Perfians as you ima- 
gine there dias been. For my own part, till 
fome better proof can be given of the au- 
thenticity of thofe bopks, which have been 
. produced as the genuine compolitions of that 
ancient people, than what I have yet feen 
given, I am inclined to be of yoflr opinion. 
At leaft, this I am fure <jf, that if the books,. 

which Alexander, Omar, &c. deftroyed, were 
* 

no better than thofe which have been publifli- 
ed, the world has had no great lofs j witnefs 

the infufferable jargbn which you have given 

• • 

from their writings in the 38th and 41ft, &cc. 
.pages of your letter' j to which, as this bulky 

performance of Perron* will be but in few 

* • • 

* Mons. Anquctil du Perron made a v&yage to India, 
Ufe—y. I. ■ O 
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hands, it may not perhaps 'be ami^ to add 

f* • 

fome others. But, as Mr. Swinton has fug- 
geAed, that he has Tome doubts about the 
fate of the tvritings of the old Perfians,! thipk 

in 1755, for the purpose of acquiring the ancient la*n- 
guage of I'crsia, and that of the Bramins. His ardour 
for this undertaking was so great, that he engaged him- * 
«elf to the French East-India Company as a private sol- 
dier, as affording the speediest means of accoinpli.shing 
the voyage, but some friends procured his discharge, and 
a small pension for him from the Crown of France. ** He 
arviv^ed at Pondicheriy, in 1755, and, after travelling 
over various parts of India, by the .rsislencc of the Go- 
vernment of Bombay, was enabled to retum to Europe 
in an English vessel, and landed at Porisnioiuh, in No- 
vember ITO'I. He bronglit with him many Oriental ma- 
nuscripts, which he afterwards carried to Franco, and in ' 
1771 published three quarto volumes, containing an ac- 
count of his trasels, and the infoiinatiou u ! jch lie had* 
obtained in the course af tliein, under ilie general title of 
Ouvrage de Zoroaster. 

In a discourse addressed to the Asi.iLic Society at Cal- 
cutta, in 178.9, Sir WSlliam Jones speaks of hint; as hav- 
“ Ing had the merit of undenaking a voyage to India ifi 
“ hii earliest youth, with no other view than to recover 
“ the writings of Zcratiisht (Zoroaster) and wlio would 
have acquired a brilliant reputation in France, if he had 
not sullied it by his immoderate vanity and virulence . 
of temper, which aHenalcd the good-will even of his 
own countrymen.” In the same disctairsc, he aihrins, • 
that M. Anquetil mo.st certainly had no ki.'owlcdge 6f 
Sanscrit. 

In 1796, M. Anquetil published a work,'* entitled. 
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you wc^ld do vAll to confult him, before 
you publifh your Englifti tranflation^. 

I am glad you intend. to oblige the world 
with 5n Englifh tranflation of ^our letter; 
and i^ among the anecdotes which Mr. 
Swinton fent you, you will be fo good as to 
infert that, wherein he fays, that he was pre- 
fent all the tiiive that Perron was with me, 
but* does not remember that I ever told him 
that I underftood the ancient Perfian language, 
'Lihall be much obliged to you. I am fure I 
neyer pretended, nor could pretend, to any 
further knowledge of it, than that of the al- 
phabet, as given by Dr. Hyde. 

I am, 6cc. ’ 

THOAIAS,HuNTfc 

L’Inde en rapport avec TEurope, which more remark- 
able for fhe virulence of iti> invectives against the English, 
and for its nunierous misrepresentations, than for the in- 
fermatioiii which it contains, or the soundness of the re- 
flections which it convcj's. In tlie summary, of its con- 
tents, stated in the title-page, he professes to give a de- 
tailed, accurate, and terrific picture of the English Ma- 
chiaveliiin in India, and he addresses his work in a rant- 
ing^ bombast dedication to the manes of Dupleix and La- 
bourdonniis. It does not appear that the temper of Mr- 
A. has been meliorated, although he hati^ then nearly at- 
tained liis 70th year. 


O 2 
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The fmall volume of pi&ems*, e/*n(ifting 
chiefly of tranflations from the Afiatic lan- 
guages, with two profe diflertations annexed, 
was publifhtid in 1772. We may be allowed 
to fmile at the folicitude, which Mr. -Jones 
expreflTeg in his correfpondence on the fubjeA 
of this publication, to avoid the imputation 
of devoting that time to the . Mufes, which 
belonged to his profeflional liudies, whilll we 
participate with pleafure the eflfeifls of his de- 
votion to the objedls of his admiration ; but ' 
his anxiety for his literary reputation, in de- 
ferring the publication of his poems until they 
had received all the improvements which care 
and attention, aflifled by the criticifms of 
his friends, could beftow, is highly praife- 
worthy. 

On the 30th of April, 1772, Mr. Jones- 
was elefted a Fellow of the Royal Society, 
and admitted on May the 14th of the fame 
year. He does not appear to have com- 
municated any paper for the Philofophical 
Tranfadlions. " 

t 

Works, vol. X. p. 195* 
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Fronj^the firff rtitrance of Mr. ^ Jones into 
the Univerfity, until Michaelmas 1768, when 

t 

he took the degree of A. B., he had kept^the 
terms Tegularly ; from that period to 1773* 
ohly Qccafionally. In the Eafrer term of that 
year, during thokEncxnia, he took his {nafter*s 
degree. It was on this occalioo, that he 
compofed an OQition with an intention^ which 
he* did not execute, of fpeaking it in the 
Theatre. .The fpeech was publifhed ten years 
after, and exhibits a ftriking memorial of in- 
dependent principles, and well-cultivated abi- 
lities: — to vindicate learning from the male- 
volent afperfion of being deftru 6 live of manly 
fpirit, unfavourable to freedom,'" and intror 
du£tive to flavifti obfeqpioufnefs j tcv fuppotj 

the honour and independence of learned men, 
« 

■to difplay the tranfcendant advantages of the 
Univerfity of Oxford, — ^were the topics, 
which he had prdpofed to difcufs ; but on 
which the limits prefcribed to his oration, 
forbad him to expatiate. 

e * ■ • 

The animation of his language Ihews, that 
thefe topics were ever near his keait : an ar- 



dent love of liberty, an entaufiaftic v^rneration 
for the Univerfity, a warm and difcriminate 
culoglum on learned men, who devoted their 
talents and labours to the caufe of rtligitjn, 
fcience, and freedom, charafterife bis dif- 
courfe ; of which, part has been lately quoted , 
with applaufe by Dr. Parr*. 

The kindnefs of a contemporary ftudent 
has communicated an anecdote in proof of 
his particnlar averfion to the logic of thf 
fchools, that, in an oration which he pro-' 
nounced in Univerlity-Hall, he declainaed 
violently againft Burgerfdifcius, Cracanthor- . 
pius, and the whole body of logicians in the 
College of Queen Philippa, his oppofite neigh- 
bour. Of hisuncomrnonindurtry, rnanyproofs 
might be enumerated, and among others the. 
copying of feveral Arabic manufcripts, of 
which one was the entertaining romance of 
Scdreddin Hajfan^ or, Aladdin's Lamp, from a 
moft elegant fpecimen of Arabian calligraphy. • 
Nor was he lefs remarked for an afledion- . 

ate attention to his mother and fifter,’who re- 

1 

N^es to Spital Sermon^ p. 136. 
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lided |||t Oxforci f fuch portion o^f his time as 
he could fpare from his ftudies was given to 
their f^ciety, and during his occafional ab- 
fencd from the Univerfity, he v^as regular in 
Ills correfpondence with his mother. 

We may conceive and participate the de- 
light of a fond parent, contemplating the in- 
creafing reputation of her fon ; fhe now found 
h*er maternal care* and anxiety repaid in a 

* degree equal to her moft fanguine expeda- 

• tions, and her affedion rewarded by a full 
sieafure of filial duty and gratitude. The 
progrefs of the virtues is not always in pro- 
portion to literary improvement ; and learning, 
which ought to meliorate the d'Sedions, and 
flrengthen the princij^cs of duty,* has b§,en 
known to diftort the mind by pride, and en- 
gender arrogance. In Mr. Jones, we have 

' the plearmc to fee every moral principle pro- 
inotcil and invigorated by his literary attain- 
ments. 

In the commencement of 1774. he pub- 
lifhed*his Commentaries on Aliatic Poetry. 
1 hi.n work was received with admiration and’ 
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applaufe by, the Oriental fc^olars of /Europe 
in genera!^, as well as by the learned of his 
own, country. It was perhaps the firft pub- 
lication on Eaftern literature, which had aA 
equal claim to elegance and erudition. ‘This 
work was begun by Mr. JoneS in 1766, and 
hnilhed in 1769, when he was in his twenty- 
third year ; but with the fcAie folicitude 
which he had exhibited On other occalions, 
to lay his compofitions before the public in 
the greateft poffible perfedlion, he had re- 
peatedly fubmittcd the manufcript to the exa- 
mination and critical remarks of his learned 
friends. Their approbation of it was liberal 
and general but the opinion of Dr. Parr on 
agy fubjc£l of literature is decifive, and I 
feleit from a letter, which he wrote to Mr. 
Jones in 1769, fome paflages, in which he 
exprefles his admiration of the work. 

“ 1 have read your book De Poefi Afia- 
tied with all the attention that is due to a 

“ work fo ftudioufly defigned, and fo happily 



** executed. The obfervations are juft and 
curious, i«id«qually free from indiferinrinate 
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app^bation,*Hfcentiou8 cenfOKe, and esccef- 
** five refinement. Through the hurry of 
“ the compofition, the fame expreffioa 
V frel5[uently ‘occurs, and fentences begin in 
th& fame manner, and now and then two 
“ words are improperly combined. ^ 

“ Thefe inaccuracies are very rare, and very 
“ trifling. Op the whole, there is a purity, 
“•an -eafe, an elegance in the ftyle, which 
Ihew an accurate and moft perfedt know- 
.« ledge of the Latin tongue. Your Latin 
tranflations in verfe gave me great fatis- 
fadtion. I am uncommonly charmed with 
“ the idyllium, called Chryfis. The flow of 
“ the verfes, the poetic ftyle of the words, 
“ and the elegant turn 9 f the whole poem, 

“ admirable. 

“ On the whole, I have received infinite 
entertainment from this curious and learned 

“ performance, add I look forward’ with plea- 

• • 

“ fure, to the^ great honour fuch a publica- 

‘‘ tion will do our country.” 

• * * 

It will readily be fuppofed, that in the in- 
terval between, the date of th&*leuer and the 
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publication o£ the Commertlaries, M)if. Jones 
had not negledted to make the correiaions 

I 

fug^efted by the criticifras of his learned cor- 
refpondenty and that fuch fiuther enienda- 
tions were adopted, as the growing maturity 
of his own judgment pointed out. 

In the preface to the Commentaries, Mr. 
Jones mentions and laments tb<t death of Dr. 
Sumner, in terms which lirongly ma;‘k his 
iiffedkion for the memory of his refpe^ted 
friend and inftru(5tor, who died in September 
1771:— 

“ There never was a man more worthy 
“ of being remembered, for his talents, in- 
“ tegrity, admirable difpofition, amiable man- 
‘‘ ners, jind exquilim learning; in the art of 
“ inftrudfing, I never knew any marter equal 
“ to him ; and his chcerfulnefs and fweetnefs 

were fuch, that it is clifiicult to fay, whether 
“ he was nioft agreeable to his friends or his 
“ pupils. In Greek and Latin literature he 
“ was deeply verfed : and although, like So- 
“ crates, he wrote little himfclf^ no ‘one had 
“ more acutVnefs or precifion in corr-efling 
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•* theVaultB, of ih pointing out tlie beauties of 

i ' ’ * 

Others ; fo that if fortune or the cotarfe of 
“ evei\ts, inftead of cnnfiriiog hie talents to a 
fchool, had placed him at the d>ar, or in the 

' ** feuate, he would have contefted the prize 
“ of eloquence with the ableft oratprs of his 
** own country, where only this art is fuc- 
“ cefsfully icnltivated. For if he did not 
“ poflefs all the qualities of an orator in per- 

• “ fedion, he had each of them in a great de- 

• “ gree. His voice was clear and diftind, his 
V ftylc polilhed, his expreflion fluent, his 
“ wit playful, and his memory tenacious ; his 
“ eyes, his countenance, his adion, in ihort, 

“ were rather thofe of a Demofllhenes than of 
“ an ordinary fpeaker j in (hort, may fay 
“ of him what Cicero faid of Rofeius, that 
‘‘ whilft he feemed the only mafter qualified 

• “ for the education of youth, he feemed at 
‘‘ the f.iiiie time; the only orator capable of 
“ difcliargiug the moft important fundions of 
“ the fiatc.” 

• Thafe who had the ^ood fortune to re- 
ceive their tuition under Dr.* Sijamner, will* 
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diink this eulogium 'fcXifeg^eratev, and 

r * 

muft read with pleafure a teftimony, which 
their own recollection confirms 

♦ The following epitaph, said to be composed Bjr Drr 
PaiT^ is inscribed on the monument of Dr. Sumner, at 
Harrow on the Hill : 

H. S. E. 

ROBERTUS SUMNER, S. T. P. 

ColL R<;gal. apud Cantab, olim socius^ 

Schdae Harroviensis, haud ita^ridem, 
Archididascal us. 

Fuit huic prxstantissimo viro 
ingenium natura peracre, optimarum 
disciplinis artium sedulb excultum, 

Usu diuturno confirmatumi et quodam 
modo subactum. 

Nemo enim 

Aut in reconditis sapientix studiis illo 
subtilior extitit, 

Aut‘humanioribus hteris limatior. 

Egregiis cum dotibus naturae, turn 
doctrinae pracditus. 

Insuper accedebant 
In scntentiis, vera ac perfecta elo- 
quential 

In sermone, facetiarum lepos, plane 
Atticus, 

Et gravitate insuper aspersa urbanitas; 

In moribus, singularis quaedam 
integritas et fides; 

Vitae denique ratio constans sibi, et ad ^ 
virtutis no/mam diligenter 
• severeque exacta. 
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Th^ dedicatloh of his Commentaries to ihH 
Univerfity of Oxford, which he pronounced 

J 

would be the moft iiluftrious of afi uni^ 
• « 

vetAties, as long as Ihe remained the moft 
free,” was a pleafing proof of his gratitude 
to his alma mater ; and he concludes the pre> 
face with feme animated thoughts, which I 
(hall endeaveyr to convey, with the full con- 
feioufnefs, at the Aune time, of the imper-> 

• fedlion of my attempt. 

Whether this work will pleafe the French, 
** or their admirers, is to me of little concern, 
“ provided it prove acceptable to my country, 
“ and to that renowned Univerfity, in which 
I received ray education ; wtth a view to 
** the honour of both, thefe Coi^mentanes 
** were undertaken and -completed j nor is 
there any wifli fo near to my heart, as that 

• Omnibus qui vel amico essent eo, 

Vijl magistfo usi, 

Doctrinse, ingenii, viuut^s justum 
reliquit desiderium. 

Subita, eheu! atque immatura morte 
correptus, 

Prid. Id. Septemb. 

Anno Domini m,dcc,l^ki. 

* ^ 

.£tat. sux 41. 
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^ all my labours, pall or futurte, may pe ufe- 

** ful and agreeable to them. I lament, in^ 

♦ 

deed, the neceffity which compels ^ me to 

I 

** renounce the purfuit of polke literature ; 

** but why do I fay, lament ? let me rather 
** rejoice^ that I am now entering upon a 
** career, which will fupply ampler and better 
“ opportunities of relieving, the;, opprefled, of 
affifting the miferable, and of checking the 
“ defpotic and tyrannical. 

“ If I am alked, ■w'ho is the greatejl man ? 

** I anfwer the hcjl : and if 1 am required 
** to fay, who is the heft ? J reply, he that 
has deferred moll of his fellow-creatures. 

“ Whether we dcfervc better of mankind by 
“ the culpvatiou of leuers, by obfcurc and 
“ inglorious attainments, by intellednal pur- 
“ fuits calculated rather to amufe than in- 
“ form, than by ilrenuous exertions in fpeak- 
“ ing and adling, let thofc confidcr who bury 
‘‘ themfelves In ft.udies unproduftive of any 
‘‘ benefit to their country or fcllow'-citizens. 
“ I think not. 1 have been long enough en-‘ 
“ gaged in. pteparatory exercifes, and I am 



207 

now^'^called to 'ihe field. What my . fortune 
may be, 1 know . not ; this, however, I 
“ know, that the moft anxious objedl of my 
‘‘ heart is, after having run my career, to 
' “ retire, in advanced life, to the ever-belov«d 
“ retreat of the Univerfity ; not with a view 
“ to Indulge myfelf in indolence, which my 
“ dil'pofition. abhors, but to enjoy a dignified 
“ leifure in the uninterrupted cultivation of 
. “ letters,, which the profeffion I am preparing 
“ to embrace, no longer fuffers me to purfue.” 

At the conclufion of the Commentaries, 
we find an elegant addrefs to the Mufe, in 
which Mr. Jones exprefles his determination 
to renounce polite literature, and devote him- 

felf entirely to the ftudy of the law. He was 

* - 

called to the Bar, in January 1774, and had 
difeovered, as he w'ritcs to an intimate friend, 

, that the law was a jealous fclence, and would 
admit no partnership wi*th tlie Eaflern mufes. 
To tVvvs deteTtavnaLUon. Ke appeats to have in- 
flexibly adhered for fome years, notwithftand- 

• fng tBe friendly remonftrances and flattering 

• • 

invitations of his learned corr^ondents. He. 
had about this time an intention of publifhing 
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tbs mathematical works his fath^, and 
with this view circulated propofals ; but, for 
what reafon I know not, he abandoned it. 

I 

I now revert to his correfpondence, of 
which I repeat my regret that fo Jittle 
remains. 

Dr. HUNT to Mr. JONES. 

DEAR SIR, Ch. Church, March 

r return you my hearty thanks for • 
your moll acceptable prefent of your excellent 
book on the Afiatic poetry. I Ihould hav^ 
made you my acknowledgements for this 
great favour before, but I have been fo en- 
tirely engaged in reading the book (which I 
have don^ from the beginning to the end) 
that I have not had time to think of its wor- 
thy author any otherwife, than by tacitly ad- 
miring, as I went along, his exquifitely fine 
parts, and wonderful learning. Indeed, fo en- 
gagtng is the beautiful llyle of this admirable 
performance, and fo ftriking the obfervations it 
contains, that it is next to impoflible for a per- ‘ 
fon, who hap afty talle for this branch of lUera- 
when he has once taken it into his hand. 
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• \ 1 ^ . m * m 

to ^ay it afideagaln without givingk a thorou^ 
perufal. l iind you have enriched «this work 
with a tgreat variety of curious quotations, 

a!tod judicious* criticifms, as well as with the 

% 

additibn of feveral valuable new pieces, lince 

you favoured me with the fight of it before, 

and the pleafure which I have jiow had in 

reading it has hfeen in proportion. I hope this 

new key to the Afiatic poetry, with which 

you have obliged the world, will not be fuf-* 

fered to ruft for w'ant of ufe ; but that it will 

ptove, what you intended it to be, an happy 

inftrument in the hands of learned and in- 

quifitive men, for unlocking the rich treafures 

% 

of wifdom and knowledge which have been 

preferved in the Hebrew, Arabic^ Perfic, and 

■ the other Oriental languages, and efpecially 

• the Hebrew, that venerable channel, through 

which the facred compofitions of the divinely 

infpired poets have been conveyed down to us. 

I hope this will find you well, 

and am, &c. 

• Thomas Hunt. 
* 

P, S. I ha,ve feea your propt^sibr prints 
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ing the martiematical works of my^’^worijiy 
friend, your late father, and beg to be of the 

nuirber of your fubferibers. 

• ** 

* Mr. JONES to F. P. BAYER! 

March 1774 . 

I have received a moft elegant copy of 
your Treatife on the Phoenician Language 

and Colonies, and I am at a lofs to decide 

« 

whether it is moft learned or entertaining. Al- 
though I fear, like Diomede, that I ftiall give 
you brafs in exchange for your gold ; yet I 
fend you, as a proof of my gratitude and ef- 
teem, my .Commentaries on Afiatic Poetry j 
and it will afford me great fatisfadlion to learn 
that they p^eafe you. — Farewell. 

t Mr, JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS. 

Jtdtf 1774 . 

This letter will be prefented to you 
by Mr. Campbell, a young gentleman of 

r * 

great modefty and‘wortli, and 1 recommend 

* Appendix, No. 23. f Appendix, No. 24. 
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hinj to* your particular attention. He in- 
tends going to India as a merchant, but, pre- 
vious to diis embarkation, withes to give feme 
tiftie to the fludy of foreign languages, Eu- 
ropean" and Afiatic, and particularly the Per- 
fian. Any alfiftance^ which you ma^ afford 
him in his fludies, or other little affairs, I 
fhall efteem a lElivour done to myfelf, and he 
will cbnfider it a great obligation. 

* How goes on our Hariri ? "Will it ever be 
publifhed with your elucidations ? My time 
'is ’employed in the courts ; and whatever 
■leifure I can command is exclufively devoted 
. to the fludy of law and hiftory. I hope 
you have received my Commentaries, which 
I fent you. — Farewell. ’ 

* H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES, 
The phoenix of his time, and the 
ornament of the age — Health ! 

Amsterdam, Sept. 1774. 

When I refleA, my dear Jones, upon the 
fortunate period, which I pafied ^n your hap- 

Appendix, No; 
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py i0and, J. feel the moft exaniflte uelight at 
the recolkdtion of the picaluic .u.d Iiiiprove- 
mept, which I derived fii :)! voin ieciety j at 
the fame timCj my anxiery for your comoaay 
excites the moll lively regret at oui repara- 
tion. If I cannot altogether conquer it> 1 ■ 
can at lead. alle\'iate it by correlponding with 
you. 

Nothing but a variety of unufual occu- 
pations could have delayed my writing to you 
fo long after my return to Amfterdam ; I was 
moreover apprehenfive of interrupting your 
ftudies by my intrufion. The receipt of the* 
obliging prefent of your Commentaries, has, 
removed till my fear on this account, and af- 
-fords me a moft agreeable proof of your re- 
membrance. Accept my finccrefl: thanks for 
your finiflied and moft elegant work, whiejr 
I have eagerly read again and again witlv ad- 
miration and aftonilhment. 

As lincere a lover as yousfelf of the Mufes,.' 

how much i regret their unhappy lot, that 

1 ' » 

whilft they have fo few admirers, one of their 

• * 

moft diftin^iftied votaries ftiould be' feduced 
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from th^ir fervlce*by the difcordant broils of 
the bar ’ Do they not then poflefe fuch charms 
and gra(;es as to merit a preference to otjiers, 
who Have no portion but wealth a'hd honour ? 
Is not their beauty fo attraftive, their drefs 
fo elegant and Aichanting, as to fafeinate their 
admirers to a de^:ee, which makes them 
defpife all others, and feel no delight but in 
their fociety ? Forgrve, my dear Jones, this 
friendly expoAulation. 

■ Two or three copies only of your work 
Iiave reached us ; I beg you will not fuflfer 
the inattention of bookfellers to deprive us of 
a larger fupply. You will receive fhortly a 
little inaugural difeourfe which I ‘pronounced 
here, extending the Jimits of Oriental li- 
.terature. It was done too much in haftc to 
he as perfedh as it ought to have been, and as 
I* could have made it with more leifure. The 
office which I hold here is moft agreeable to 
me, but is attended, with this inconvenience, 
that the duties of it allow me no time for the 
purfuit of other ftudies and' the attention 
which- I am fcMrced to beftow on* grammatical 
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inftitutions, on explanatofy' leflureg' on the 
Old Teftament, and in difquifitions on the 

f 

Jewifli antiquities, precludes the pprufal of 
Arabic, and ftill more of Perfian atithoss. 
But I fubmit the more cheerfully to this re- 
flraint) ,as the afliduity of my prefent exertions 
will produce more leifure in future ; and 
when I have once committed to paper the 
mafs of ledlures which- I have annually to 
repeat, I fliall then be at full liberty to em- 
ploy myfelf as I pleafe. I have abfolutely 
determined to publifh Meidani, but it will re- 
quire the labour of ten years : you well know, 
that without a competent knowledge, not 
only of the Vanguage of the Eaft, but of Orien- 
tal hiftoay, ceremonies, and manners, it would 
be niadnefs to attempt it. Whether my la- 
bours will ever have the afliftance of a mid- 
wife, time mull Ihew. Profeflbr Scheidius 
is employed in publifliing Giewhari ; the ex- 
penfe of the undertaking far esjeeeds his means, 
but he hopes to provide againft this difficulty, by 
publifhing one, or ipore number^ annually, ac- 
cording to -alphabetical arrangement, by . which 
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means 'ithe fale K>i each may furniih the ex« 

pehfe of the fucceeding. * 

I have nothing further to comidunicate to 
you, *but I njoft anxioufly long, to fee you. 
'‘If yoji have the ambition of your country- 
man, BanWs, to expofe yourfeif to the in- 

* ; r 

clemency of winter by vifiting me here, aH my 

' r 

fear of the cgld will be loft in tHe hopei that 
a. long and intenfe froft may detain you. 
Nothing however can give me more pleafure, 
either in winter or fummer, than to have you 
for my gueft. My wife, whom I married 
about five months fince, is equally anxious to 
fee a man, of whom flie hears her hufband 

■i 

perpetually talking ; fhe, as well«i8 my father, 
who received inexpreffible delight in the pe- 
rufal of your Commentaries, defires to be re- 
membered to you ; he entertains the higheft 
•refpedl and efteem for you. Let me know how 
you are, and whether your mother and fifter 
are well. Do me the favour alfo to inform 
them, that I fhall ever remember with gra- 
titude <he obligations which I owe to their 
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' great politenefs and attentipt) to me., Con* 
llder mr eve.* as the humble fervant of your- 
felf and friends. — Farewell, and love me 
ever; ‘ , 

' • r 

P. S. I almoft forgot to mention our Da* 

« 

mafcene prince ; his name, 1 think, is Joieph 
Abas. I regret that during his refidcnce at 
this place, he only called upon me two days 
before his departure for BrulTels. I was 
highly delighted with his liberal, manly, and 

t 

truly Arabian fpiritj neither did he appear 
deficient in, polite literature, but of this you 

It 

are a better judge than 1 am. For my own 
part, I mull ever retain a regard for a man, 
whofe converfation fo entertained and in- 
terefted me, under the attack of a fever, that 
it abfolutely prevented the return of it. 

* Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS. 

October 1 774. 

I ha/e had the plcafure to receive 
your letter dated in September, which did not 
* Appei.»lix, iNo. 26 . ' 
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however reach me, till after my return 
London,* from a fummer excurfion to.tht 
Kentifli coaft. 

• • 

I am highjy gratified by you* father's and 

' your approbation of my Commentaries, and 
I acknowledgi; the kindnefs of your finendly 
and polite expoflulation in telling me that you 
cannot bear .to fee me defert the caufe of li- 
terature. But, my friend, the die is caft, and 
.1 have n 9 longer a choice ; all my books and 
manufcripts, with an exception of thofe only 
which relate to law and oratory, are locked 
up at Oxford, and I have determined, for the 
next twenty years at leaft, ^o renounce all 
ftudies but thofe which are connedled with 
my profefiion. It is needlefs to trouble you 
"“with my reafons at length for this deter- 
' mination j I will only lay, that if I had lived 
. at Rome or Athens, 1 Ihould have preferred 
the labours, ftudies, and dangers of their 
orators and illuftrious citizens, conne^ed as 

* m 

they were with baniihment and even death, to 

*the groves ot the . oets, or the gardens of the 

■ « 

philpfophers. Here 1 adopttth^ lame refo>* 
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lutkm. The Conftitution of* England is in 
AO refped inferior to that of Rome of Athens ; 
this is my fixed opinion, which I formed 
in my earlicll years, and fiiall ever rctaiiv 
Although I fincerely acknowledge the charms' 
of polite literature, I mull at .the fame time 
adopt the fentiment of Neoptulemus in the 
tragedy, that we can philofophize with a 
few only ; and no lefs the axiom of Hip- 
pocrates, that life is Ihort, art long, . and time 
fwift. But 1 will alfo maintain the excel- 
lence and the delight of other fiudies. Wha^ ! 
ihall we deny that there is pleafure in ma- 
thematics, when we recollc^fl Archimedes, 
the prince »f geometricians, who was fo 
intenfely ^abforbed in the demonftration of a 
problem, that he did not difcover SyracuTe 
was taken ? Can we conceive any ftudy more 
important, than the fingle one of the laws of- 
our own country ? t -et me' recall to your re- 
colledlion the obfervations of L. Craflus and 
Qj^Scajvola on this fubjeS, in the treatife of 
Cicero de Oratore. What ! do ^ou imagine* 
the goddefs. of eloquence to polTefs lefs at- 



tradions than Thalia or Polyhymnia, or have^ 
you forgotten the epithets which Ennius bo* 
(lows on Cethegus, the quinteflence of elo> 
.quence, and the flower of the people? |8 
there a man exifting who would not rather 
refemble Cicaro, (whom I wifh ablblutely to 
make my model, both in the courfe of his 
life and AutUes,) .than be like Varro, however 
learned, or Lucretius, however ingenious as a 
. poet ? If. the ftudy of the law were really un> 

. pleafant and difgufting, which is far from the 
truth, the example .of the wifeft of the an- 
cients, and of Minerva herfelf, the goddefs of 
wifdom and protedrefs of Athens, would 
juftify me in preferring the fruitful and ufeful 

olive to the barren laurel. , 

• • • 

To tell you my mind freely, I am not of 
a difpofition to bear the arrogance of men of 

• rank, to which poets and men of letters are fb 

often obliged to fubmit. Accept this friendly 

• • 

reply to your friendly expoftulation, and be- 
lieve my aflurances, that I entertain the high- 

* eft vafue for your efteem^ of which I have re- 
ceiv.ed fo many proofs. I mtJft anxioufly ex- * 
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|!C<1 your diflertation. May the Alcnighty 
prcsrper your labours, and particularly your 
laborious talk of Meidani ! May the moft 

I ' 

learned Schcklius pcrfevere with TefolutitJn ia 
completing the gigantic work, which he 
meditates ! 1 admire his mofb laudable in- 
duftry ; but after the fate of Mcninlki, ( I do 
not fpeak of his works, but of , his fortunes) 
no prudent man (for he that is not wife to 
himfelf, is wife to no end) will venture to ex- ' 
pofe his veffel to the perils of Ihipwreck iii 
fo uncertain a fca. The work is wortliy of a 
king, but the expenfe of it will require the 
revenue of a king. 

My motheit and filler cordially unite with 
me in congratulations on you: marriage, and 

mm 

I beg you to make my compllincnts to your 
amiable confort, and moft rclpcclablc father. 

I thank you for your invitation to Amfter- 
dam, and afiurc you that I‘ ftiould he moft 
happy to avail myfelf of it. Jn your fociety, 

1 Ihould prefer a winter in Holland to the 
gardens of the Hefperides, nor indpige a wifh ' 
• for the vales .off Tempc, but my legal occu- 
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pations make*tfie fummer more convenient 
for travelling. I promife you therefore to 
pafs fgme time with you in the July, pr Aup* 

• gulf, of the* next or following ^ear. 

I* rejoice to find you pleafcd with Jofeph 
the Syrian, And equally fo that ha means to 
travel through Germany. His hiftory » 
fomewhat king, 1 had not exerted myfelf 
’in my application to fome men of rank in 

* J.ondonr, who have accefs to the King, .he 
muft have pafTcd a life of mifery here, or have 

• died mofl: wretchedly. 

The bookfeller keeps for you the books 
which you defired to purchafe. You cannot 
as yet have received a {hort*letter which 1 
wrote to you in Ju4’’, and fentaby a ypung 
gentleman of the name of CampbelL The 
fon of the king of Spain, Prince Gabriel, did 
me the honour to fend me a mod fplcndld 
copy of his Salluft, for which I retm’ned my 
grateful acknowledgments. 

Y ou have doubtlefs heard of the travels of 

^ » 

Mr.*Bruce, a native of Scotland, into Syria, 
Arabia, Abyflinia, Nubia, anti Egypt. He II 
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as well acquai^nted with the coall of the Red 
Sea, and the fources of the Nile, as with his 
own Ijtoufe. He has brought with him fome 
^thiopic manufcripts, and amongft them the' 
Prophecies of Enoch, an ancient book, biit to 
be ranked only with the Sibylline oracles. 

Whilft 1 writing this letter, a perfon 
called upon me with a manufcripl, which he 
had received at Venice from Mr. Montague, 
a man of family. 1 immediately perceived it 
to be a moft beautiful and corretft copy of 
Motanabbi, with a letter addreifed to myfelf 
in Arabic verfe, from fome perfon named Ab- 
durrahman, whom Mr. Montague had pro- 
bably feen in'Afia. ] owe great obligations 
to she poKtenefs of the learned Arab, but 1. 
by no means think myfelf worthy of his ex- 
aggerated encomiums; — but you know the 

pompous ftyle of the Orientals. Do not fup- 

< 

pofe that I have any prefent intention of read- 
ing the poems of Motanabbi ; • that mull be 
referved for Oxford, when I have leisure to 
attend to this, and my other treafures of the 

, f 

‘“fame kind. * Believe my alTurance, that f 
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entertain the h!g&eft efteem for you, tind diat 
nothing will give me greater pleaf^ than to 
hear frpm you frequently and at length. ,Take 
care bf your 'health, and continue your regard 
for me. 

• 

Mr. HOWARD to Mr. JONES. 

Sir,*, Paris, Stptcmber Vi, XllA. 

• As my Hay here may be con- 

•(iderably 4onger than I at firft propofed, it is 
•a duty incumbent on me to acquit myfelf of 
a charge committed to my care in the month 
of June laft by Mr. Montague, at Venice, by 
tranfmitting to you the manul'cript which ac- 
companies this letter. I fhould indeed have 
fent it to you much fopner, but the hopes I 
had of an earlier return to England, was the 
caufe of my poftponing it, that I might myfelf 
' have had the pleafure of delivering it, which 
I flattered myfelf^ might have ferved as an in- 
troduiffion to, the honour of your acquaint- 
ance, a happinefs which, without compliment, 
*I have* long, been very ambitious of. But as 
ipy {iffairs are likely to detain me fome time 
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lottger in tins city, I cannot with any pro* 
priety my own intereft to a more ma> 

toia) one ^ nor ought I longer to iiyure the 
public, by dqiriving them of thfe pleafure and 
advantage they may reap from thia manu- 
Icript’s coming to your hand&. Mr. Mon- 
tague loaded me with compliments to you, 
meant as real tellimonies of tho>l:lleem he has 
for you, which I am very unfortunate in riot 
having the pleafure of delivering. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mid. Howard. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. HOWARD. 

Sir, Orf . 4, 1774. 

« *• I cannot exprefs how mucj^I 

am flattered by the kind attention, with which 
you honour me. I have juft received your 
moft obliging lettei;, with a fine Arabic ma- 
nnfcript, containing the works of a celebrated 
poet, frith whom 1 have been long acquaint- 
ed j this teftimony of Mr. Montague*^ regard 
is extremely jileafing to me, and I have a 
moft grateful* Amfe of his kindnefs. 'I am 
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conrcious*how 1 have deiierved the many 

honours 1 have lately r^eived from the learned 

in Europe and Aha ; I can afcribe their poUte- 

neis td nothing but their candoiur and bene- 
% 

volence. 1 fear they will think me ilill leis 
. deferving, when they know that 1 h§ve <j5r- 
ferted, or rather fufpended^ all literary purfuits 
whatever, and fyn wholly engaged in the ftudy 
of a profefllon, for which I was always in- 
tended. As the law is a jealous fcience, and 
'will not have any partnerfhip with the Eaftern 
mufes, I muft abfolutely renounce their ac- 

• quaintance for ten or twelve years to come. 
^ This manufcript however is highly accept- 
able to me, and £hall be preferVed among 

^ my choiceft treafures, till I have laifure tp 
give it an attentive perufal. There is a com- 
pliment to me written in Arabic verfe in the 
liril leaf of the book, and Hgned Abdurrah- 
man* Beg; the verfes are very fine', but fo 
■ full of Oriental .panegyric, that I could not 

• read them without blulhlng. The prefent 
feems to comp from the .learned Arabian ; 
but as 'he has not inferted my name in his 

Lj/i— V. I. * a 
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verfes, and fpeaks of Oxfoi!d,,he mull have 
« 

heard me mentioned by Mr. Montague* to 
whom therefore I am equally indebted for 
the prefent. If I knew Mr. Monvague’s 
direction, 1 would fend him a letter of.thanks 
for his^ indulgence to me, and would alfo re- 
turn my comipliments in Arabic to his Aha- 
tic friend, who fecms to hav(;‘fcnt the book. 
Before your return to England, I Biall pro- 
bably be removed to the Temple, where* I 
fhall wait impatiently for the pleafure of fee- 
ing you. 

I am, &c. 

William Jones. 

« 

. Mr ‘WADDlEaVE to Mr. JONES^ 

Sir, St. Ihlcfon'io, Aug. i, i77i- 

\ 

l^pon my arrival at Madrid, I 
delivered your prefent of your Aliatic Com- 
mentaiies to my Iriend Dr. F'" Perez Bayer ; 
he defires me to return you. his compliments 
and thanks for your politenefs to him, and 
begs your acceptance of a copy of the Infant 

f 

Don GabVieVs Salluft, which he accordingly 
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fent to me the night before we left Madrid. 
As we lhail not be there again till next Chrift- 
mas, f fjiall have no opportunity of forward- 
ing it*to you Very foon ; whenever any one 
offers,* you may depend upon receiving it, 
but as this probably will not be before next 
fpring, I hope you will not defer acknowledg- 
ing the favour «till then. If you fhould wifh 
to" fee the Salluff before you write again to 
Mr. Bayer, you will find a copy in the Mu- 
feum. If you have had any time to examine 
the Differtation upon the Phoenician Lan- 
guage, &c.. Dr. F. P. Bayer will be glad of 
any remarks upon it, as a new edition of it 
in Latin will foon be printed.* lie has a 
curious collection of Samaritan coint, and* is 
now employed upon that fubjetl ; and if he 
‘ could be prevailed upon to publifh more of 

his enquiries into the antiquities of this and 

• • 

other countries, the Iearne(l world would be 
much indebted, to him. Cafiri is engaged at 
prefent ^in deciphering Moorifh inferiptions, 
which fiave been found in different parts of 
8paii>l Some are already engra’?cd, but not 
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yet publiihed. He reduces the ckarad);er8 

I , 

to the niodern Arabic, and then gives a tranf- 
lation and comment in Latin. You;: Sallull 
is unbound,* and you have already the fliflec- 
tation to add to it. 

. I am, &c." 

R. D. Waddilove. 

I 

* Mr. JONES to F. P. BAYER.- 

Oit. 4 , ITI4. 

I can fcarcely find vrords to ex- 
prefs my thanks for your obliging prefent of 
a moll beautiful and fplendid copy of Sallull, 
with an elegant Spaniflr tranllation. You 
have bellowed upon me, a private untitled in- 
dividual, ©an honour,, which heretofore has 
only been conferred upon great monarchs, 
and illullrious univerlities. 1 really was at a 
lofs to decide, whether I Ihould begin my let- 
ter by congratulating you on having fo ex- 
cellent a tranflator, or by thtjnking you for 
this agreeable prbof of your remembrance. I 
look forward to i;hje increaling fplfendouf, 

•• ^ Appendix, No. £7. 
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which the arts InH Sciences inuft attain in ti 
country, where the fon of the -kin^ poilefles 
genius %nd erudition, capable of tranfla^ing 
and ilfuftrating with learned notesj the firft of 
the Roman hiliorians; how few youths amongft 
the nobility in \Jther countries poflt:fs,the re- 
quilite ability or inclination for fuch a talk ! 
The hiftory ©f Sallull is a performance of 
great depth, wifdom*, and dignity: to under- 
Ihind it well, is no fmall praife ; to explain it 
properly, is ftill more commendable ; but to 
tranllate it elegantly, -excites admiration. If 
all this had been accompliftied by a private 
individual, he would, have merited applaufe ; 
if by a youth, he would have ha& a claim to 
literary honours; but jvhen to th» title w^f 
youth, that of prince is added, we cannot too 
highly extol, or too loudly applaud, his dif- 
finguifhed merit. 

Many years are elapfed fince I applied my- 
felf to the ftudy of your learned language, 
but I well remember to have read in it with 
great delight the heroic poem of Alonzo, the 
odes of GarcilalTo, and the humorous {lories 
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of Covantes: but I moif dedare* 

that 1 never perufed a more elegant or ptdiflied 

f 

compontion than the tranflation Salluft, 
and I readHy fubfcribe to the opinion *of the 
learned author in his preface, that the Spaniih 
language approaches very nearly to the dig- 
nity of the Latin. 

May the accomplilhed yo\ilh continue to 
deferve well of his country and mankind, and 
ellablifh his claim to diilindtion above all the 
princes of the age ! If 1 may be allowed to 
offer my fentiments, I would advife him .-to 
Audy moA diligently the divine works of 
Cicero, which no man, in my opinion, ever 
perufed wit'nout improving in eloquence and 
wiidom« The epiAle which he wrote to his 
brother Quintus, on the government ofja pro- 
vince, deferves to be daily repeated by every 
fovereign in the world; his books on offices, 

t 

on moral ends, and the Tufculan queAions, 
merit a hundred perufals; i^nd his orations, 
nearly fixty in number, deferve to be tranf- 
lated into every European language ; nor do 
1 Icrupie to affixtn, that his Axteen books of 
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letters to Atdc^s, are fuperlor to almofl all 
htftories, tjiat of Sailuft excepted. With re- 
fpedl tq your own compolttions, I hav^ read 
with* great Attention, and wiU* again read, 
your* mod agreeable book. I am informed 
that you propbfe giving a Latin tran^ation of 
it, and I hope you will do it for the beneiit 
of foreigners. I fee nothing in it which re- 
tires alteration,— i-nothing which is not cn- 
Ypled to praife. I much wifli that you would 
-pubiiflt more of your treatifes on the an- 
tiquities of Alia and* Africa. I am confident 
they would be rood acceptable to fuch as dudy 
thofe fubjeds. I have only for the prefont 
to conclude by bidding you fal-ewell in my 

own name, and that of the republic of letters. 
» 

— Farewell. 

♦ Mr. JONES to G. S. MICHAELIS. 

^iwemier 1774 . 

l beg you will do me the judice 
to believe that I have read your books with 
* great attention. I neither entirely admit, nor 
• • Appendix, No. 28 . • 
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r^ei^ your opinion on the fables of the He- 
brews ; but until the fuhje£l be better known 

4 

and , explored, I am unwilling to depart from 
the received opinions concerning them. Your 
approbation of my Commentaries gives me 
iiricere pleafure. Nothing is Uiore true than 
that I have renounced the Afiatic mufes and 
polite literature, and tliat for < twenty years 
at lead I have determined neither to write 
nor think about them. The Fonlm is my 
Jot, an4 the Law engrofles all my attention. 
Be aflured, however, that I thall ever retain 
my efteem both for yourfelf and your works. 
—Farewell. 

I 

..Mr. JONES to Lady SPENCER. ^ 

Madam, Duke Street. 

I take the liberty to prefent 
your Ladyfhip with a copy of my poems, 
and cannot refrain from acquainting you 
with a plain truth, that the.firft of them, 
called Solima, would never have been written, 

C 41^ 

if I had never had •the honour.of knowing 
your Ladyflnp! 



w 

I am juft come from Harro'i^, where* it 
gave n\e me?cpreftible happlneft to &e 
AlthArp perfeilly well, extremely improved, 
and defervedly beloved by all, as much as 
by his real friend, and 
Your Ladyfliip’s 

Moft*pbedient and faithful ferrant, 
William Jokes. 

* • 

Lady SPENCER to Mr. JONES, 
t Sir, • Alth&rp,Jan. 10, 1775. 

The continual hurry occsdion- 
ed by having a houfe full of company, added 
to my not having been quite w-tll, has pre- 
vented my thanking you fooner.for ypur 
► • 

letter ; you cannot doubt of my being much 
flattered, at your thinking you find any re- 
semblance between my character and that of 

* 

Sofima, and ftill * more at your telling the 

• • 

world you do I fliall always look upon that 
poem, as a model you have fet up for my 
fmitatidn, aqd fliall only, be forry 1 do not 
approach nearer to it, efpecihlly after you 
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have called upon rae in fo |(>ubUc a' manner, 

i 

to improve mylclf in the ways of virtue and 

t 

;hen^volence. I snuft decline your fepond re- 
queft, of clriticiAng, as I have ndthef time 
nor talents for fuch an office, nor do i think 
your wprks require it. 

I am delighted with your invention of the 
Andrometer, and wiffi every*- body would 
£[mn one for themfelvcs ; it would be of 
infinite ufe to numbers of people, who, frofn 
indolence and diffipation, rather go back- 
wards than forwards in every ufeful attain- 
ment. 

1 am, Sir, with great eftccm. 

Your faithful fnend and 

• ' .. humble fcrvant, 

G, Spencer. 

* H. A. SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES. * 

jimsterdam, Jtn. 6, 1775. 

Although the inceflant and 
extraordinary occupations in which I am at 

t 

this time engaged,, do not allow me *to thidk 

I 

• Appendix, Ko. 



even of writing *to my friends^ I cannot re- 
fiife a few lines to the moft learned Bjorn- 
ftahl, l^th for the purpofe of introducing 
him ‘to youj and to fliew thar I hare not 
forgotten you. You will find our Philarabic 
Swede, a moft agreeable companion^ he has 
not only travelled much, but is deeply vcrfed 
in Oriental iiterature, of which he is very 
fond. 1 think I* may venture to promife 
that the fociety of a perfon, who loves what 
. you 7?/// delight in, (for 1 will not with you 
fay, what you once delighted in) will be 
moft acceptable to you. ****** 

* Mr. JONES to C. REV1CZK.I. 

^ lAindon^ 

Do not fuppole that I have 

forgotten you, becaufe J write to you fo 

• feldom ; I have not met with any perfon to 

whom 1 could eiitruft my packet,' and I have 

• • 

no inclination, to rilk my familiar letters by 
the poft. 1 doubt if this will ever reach you, 
•and l*fear therefore to yrrite to you on any 
; ♦ Ap;)endix, No. sV). • 
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fubjed): with my ufual firee^ofn, as your lad 

f 

letter of January, from Warfaw, was deliver- 
cd to me opened : it is probable that you will 
receive this 'in the fame manner. 1 a\n fo 
condantly occupied with law and politics, 
that I hjve no leifure for literature. 1 have 
publifhed two books, and only want a fafe 
opportunity to fend them to yQifl. Write to 
inc, 1 befeech you, for ‘your friehdfliip is 
my greeted delight. How much I«wi(h that 
you were in England, or 1 in Germany, that 
we might live together ! . 

After all, 1 could not think of accepting 
the Turkifti embafly. I will live in my own 
country, whith cannot eafily fpare good fub- 
je^ : it «is fcarcely yet free from commo- 

m <* 

tion. — Oh ! how 1 fliould rejoice if 1 could 
fee you here in a diplomatic charadlcr: I 
ihould not then envy the monarchs of Eu- ' 
rope or Afra. — Farewell again and again. ‘ 
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• * C. REVICZKI to Mr. J*ONE3. 

j If you are- fully fenfible of the 
rery* great regard I entertain for you, you 
will then conceive how much pleafure 1 felt 
at the receipt* of your highly valued letter. 
Inceflantly occupied for a long time, I have 
been compelled to forego the pleafure of cor- 
refponding with you, and I the more readily 
acknowledge your kindnefs in writing to me, 
.when I could have no expe&ation of hearing 
from you. Though I think it more prudent 
not to fay any thing, the difclofure of which 
might be attended with unplcafant confe- 
cjuenccs, J impute the opening* of my letter 
which you mention, rather to accident (Jtan 
defign. Your buhnefs as a lawyer mull ne- 
ceflarily engage your clofell attention ; 1 can- 
mot therefore afk you to write to me often, 

buf thus much I’wifh you to know, that I 

• • 

fliall foon have more Icifurc for correfpond- 
ing with you, as the late clofe of the Diet, 
'Rrhich lafted^for two yeafs (in my eftimation 
: ^ Appendix, No, 31? • 
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a century) has almoft left me*' at libcBty. So 
ipuch for the affairs of this part of the world. 
Of what is doing in your country, your let- 
ter gives me-no information; but I hear‘from 
other quarters, of the agitations amongft you* 
in confequence of the commotions in the co- 
lonies, which 1 coiifider worfe than a foreign 
war. For my own part, I confefs to you 
that I am tired both of nty fituation and my 
office, not fo much on account of their diffi- 
culty as their unpleafantnefs, and all the con- 
folation I feel arifes from the hope tliat nvy 
prefent trouhleibme occupation will not lall 
more than a year. 

1 heartily' wiffi 1 were in London, and at 
liberty tcb fit ferioully, down to the compoli- 
tion of fome political work on the fubjcift (>f 
our republic ; the tafk would be no Itis ule- 
ful than agreeable, indeed 1 can conceive no- 
thing more pleafant than *fuch an employ - 
ment. 

If, contrary to my expedations, my wilh 
lliould be gratified, . I hope to fipd you there, 
and to enjey' as formerly your fociety and 



converl^uon. 'I'am anj^ious to have your 
laft publication, (the fuhjetb of which you do 
not mention,) and doubt not that*the pffuial 
pf i» will afford me great pleafuve.. Farewell, 

and think of me always with afi^ion. 

« « ■* * « 

The preceding correfpondence proves the 
high degree a>f eClimation in which the learn- 
ing and abilities of Mr. Jones were holden 
4)) the literati of Europe ; and w'e find t:hat 
. his reputation had extended into Afia. From 
the manner in w’hicb he mentions his renun- 
ciation of the embafly to Conftantinople, it is 
evident that his attention w'as ftrongly fixed 
upon the political ftate of his own country. 

'i he Andrometery ^mentioned ,by Lady 
i^pencer to have been invented by Mr. 
Jones, affords a ftriking fpecimen of the 
♦ extent of his views, in the acquifition of 

Inlellcclual excettcnce. It may -be defined, 

• • 

A /( tile of human attainments and enjoyment i 
he aflumes feventy years, as the limit of ex- 
•trtion* or enjoyment ; and with a view to 
progrefiivc improvement, each year is appro-* 
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priftted to a particular ftudy'or occupation ^ 
The arrangement of what was to be learned, 

c 

ch: pradtifed, during this period, admits of a 
fourfold divifion. 

The firft, comprifing thirty years, >5 af- 
figned to the acquifition of knowledge as 
preparatory to active occupation. 

The fecond, of twenty yeai's,»is dedicated 
principally to public and profclfional employ- 
ment. 

Of the third, which contains ten years, the 
firll live are allotted to literary and i'cientifiu 
compofition, and the remainder to the con- 
tinuation of former purfuits. 

The laft t^n, conftituting the fourth divi- 
Jion, which begins with the fixty-lirit year, 

m 

are devoted to the enjoyment of the fruits of 
his labours ; and the conclufion of the w’hole 
is fpecified to be a preparation for eternity. 

The Andrometer is to be conlidcred as' a 
mere fketch, never intended fpr publication. 
In the conftrudlion of it, Mr. Jones probably 
had a view to thofe objects, the attainment of 
which he then meditated. We are not tp 
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• • 

concludd, that the preparation jTor eternity, 
which ftands at tJie top of the fcal'C, was to 
he dcfcircd until the feventieth j^earj «it is 

# # * • A 

rfither to he confidered as the objedl to which 
he wal perpetually to look, during the whole 
courfe of his fife, and which \vas exclujivefy 
to engrofs the attention of his .latter years. 
He w’as too well ebnvinccd of the precarious 
tenure of human csiftence, to allow himfclf 
to. reft the momentous concern of his eternal 
\Vclfare, on the fallacious expectation of a 
pfotradled life ; he khew moreover too well 
tlic power of hahit, to admit a fi-.ppofttion, 
that It could be cfre<5lually refifted or changed 
.it the clofe of life. Neither are we to ftip- 
pofe, that moral and rwligious lelTofis which 
conftitute the occupation of the eighth year, 
were from that period to be difeontinued, 

although they are not afterwards mentioned ; 

# • 

but the meaning of Mr. Jo^es probably was, 
that they (hould be ferioufly and regularly 
incvilcated at an age, when the intelletfbial 
faculties had ticquired ftrength and expanfion 
by preceding cxcrcifcs. That tKe order of 

jife—y.i. * a 
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arrangement in the Androniefer, could never 
be ftriftly adhered to in the application of our 
timc^- and cultivation of our talent/; (if it 
were intended) is evident; but ‘to thof? who 
from their fituation are enabled to avail -them- 
felves of the fuggeflions which it fumiihcs, 
it will fupply ufeful hints for improvement, 
and ferve as a ftandard of qomparifon for 
their progrefs. With rd'pe<ii to Mr. Jones 
himfelf, if his own acquilitions in his thir- 
tieth year, ^en he con(lru£led the Andro- 
meter, be compared with it, they will be 
found to rife to a higher degree in the fcalc. 

With thele explanations, I prelcnt it to 
the reader;* rcverling, for the fake of con- 
vet* ience^ the order qf the fcale. 



AKDROMETEtt. 

12 

— lclea:» received t^rongh the senses* 

— Speaking and pronunciation. 

— letters and spelling. 

^ — Ideas retained in the memory. 

Reading and repealing. 

— Grammar of his own language. 

— Memory exercised. 

— Moral and religious lessons. 

Natural history and experiments. 
Dancing, music, drawing, exercises. 
— Hij»tory of his own countiy*. 

I — Latin. 

I — Greek. 

i — French and Italian. 

— TranJations. 

— Compositions in verse and prose. 

— Rhetoric and declamation, 
i — History and la^^. 

I^gic and mathematics, 
llhetoi ical exercises^ 

— Pliilosophy and jjolitics. 

— Compositions in his own language. 

— Declamations continued. 

— Ancient orators studied. 

I — Travel and conversation, 

— Speeclies at tiic bar or in parliament. 
— State affair^ 

— Historical studies continued. 

— I^w and eloquence. 

— Public life. 

— Privati^ and social virtues. 

— Habits of eloquence improved. , 
|— Philosophy resumed at leisure. 


R 2 
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I 

— Orations publlslial. * 

— Exertions in state and iwirllaniefit. 

— Civil knc>v\ ledge niaturo. 

— EJpquence |)ertlrt. r 

— National rights def«n(Wd. ' 

— I'he lean ed protected. 

— The virtuous assisted, • 

— Conqx)sitions publishctl. 

Science imprtAed. 

— rarlianienliiry af}air!». 

— Li\v^ enacted and bupported. 

— Fir»o arts patron l/ed. 

— Govrnimeftt ot iti-, family. 

— Education his childjen, 

— ^'^gdan<’e as a magi a rate. 

— Firmness as a p.itriiit. 

— \ in e as a ttiiiSen. 

— Hi-jtoncal *' 

— Oratorical woiks. 

— Philosophical u o:ks. 

— Political uurks, 

— Mathematical woiks. 

— ontaination oi lornicr pursuits, 

— iTuib of his labours enjoyed. 

— A i’li»rions retirement. 

-- An amiable family. 

IJniscrsal respect, 

— Conbcioasnesb of a virtuoius life. . 

— ^ Peift^tion of earthly happiness » 

— rreparation for etemitv. 
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I H^VE mantioned that Mr, Jones wa« 

called to the bar in 1774 . buf he declined 
prafticej from this period however he feems 
fo have been. fully fenfible of the neceflity of 
devoting himfelf exclufivcly to his lega} ftu- 
clies. '1 he ambition of obtaining didiadion 
in his profehion could not fall to animate a 
mind always ardent in the purfuit of the ob 
jttids. which it had, in view, nor was he of a 
wmper tq he fatislied with mediocrity, where 
.pcrfc<5iion was attainable. His refcarches and 
ftudies were not confined to any one branch 
of jurifprudence, but embraced the whole in 
its fullcll extent. He compared the dodtrines 
and principles ot ancient legillators with the 
later improvements in the fcience of law ; he 
collated the various codes of the different 
dates of Europe, and colledled profeflional 
.knowledge wherever it was to be found. If 
the reader recollects the ‘enthufiafm difplayed 
by Mr. Jones in the profecution of his 
Oriental lludies, the extent and depth of his 

Sttainiftents in the literature of Afia, and the 

* • 

high ..reputation which he had*a«quired from ' 
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them, he will readily applaud his resolution 
and perfeverUnce in renouncing his favourite 
purfuits. ‘That he adtcd wifely, will be ad- 
mitted, but. the facrilice of inclination tq 
duty, affords an example of too great ufe and 
importance to pafs without particular ob- 

h. 

fcrvation. 

In 1775 , for the fiirft time, .he attended 
the fpring circuit and feflions at Oxford, but 
whether as a fpedlator, or adlor, on that oc» 
calion, 1 am not informed. In the follow- 
ing year, he was regular in Iris attendance aj; 
Weftminfter-Hall. 

The only part of his correfpondence of 
this year which I poffefs, is a letter to his 
friend Schultens, and I infert it as a memo- 

» * f 

rial of an incident in his life, 

*Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS. 

December, nxe. 
Behold me now no longer a 

I 

free manj me, who ever conlldered perfedl: 

Uberty fuperior to every thing ! Under the 

• • 

^ *• Appendix^ No, 32* 



impreflion of *1116 moft eager defire to fee 
you, I promifed to vifit Amftertfam this year, 
but I ajn detained in London by various and 
impcJrtant oecupations. The fadl is, that I 
am appointed one of the fixty commiflioners 
of bankrupts.* Jt is an office of great, ufe, 
but little emolument; it confines me how- 
ever to LoI^on .during the greateft part of 
the year. Add to 4 :his, my nece/Tary ftudies, 
my pradtice at the bar, and the duty of giv- 
.ing opinions on legal cafes fubmitted by 
<;lients. However, I read the Grecian ora- 
tors again and again, and have tranflated into 
Enclifh the moft ufeful orations of Ifaeus. 
How go on Meidani and Hariri^? Continue, 

I befeech you, your labours upon t^em, with 
0 

due regard however to your health. 

# * * » * 

• Notwithftanding the increafing application 
of* Mr. Jones to fhe duties and ftudies of his 
profeffion, and his attention to political tranf- 
adlions, the philbfophical difeoveries of the 
rtmes ^id not efcape his obfervation. The 
hopos and fears of the natioh%were at this* 
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period anxioufly engaged iir tJie event of the 
unfortunate tonteft, which had taken place 
between thTfe mother country and her colonics, 
and whilft the juftice of the war, and the 
expedtation of a fuccefsful conclufion ,of it, 
were maintained hy one party, by another 
their fentiments were oppofed, and their 
mcafures arraigned and condenyaed. But it 
is no part of my plan to invade the province 
of the hiftorian by difeufling the queftions of 
thai^ times. Thefe curfory remarks are 
chiefly introduced as preliminary to the in- 
fertion of two letters from Mr. Jones to Lord 
Althorp, with whom he continued to culti- 
vate that friendfhip which had fo naturally 
been formed between the tutor and the pupil. 
1 add alfo a fhort letter to Schultcns, in an- 
fvv’cr to one which Mr. Jones had reccivtd 
froju him, requefting him to afllft by his own 
contributions a new publication, then on fact 
in Holland, and complaining of his finances 
in a flyle calculated to confole his friend for 
renouncing the haunts of the Mufes, '’for the, 
thoi'ny but ipore produclive field of the law. 
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• Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

Tensile, Nov, is, 

, As I have a fevy minutes of 
lelfure this evening, can I employ them bet- 
ter than in waiting to my friend ? 1 haften, 

my dear Lord, to impart to you the pleafurc 
I received to-day, from feeing a feries of 
tytperiments exhibited by Mr. Walfli on the 
A>ricrican eel, by which he clearly proved 
that the animal has a fenfation wholly di^. 
tindt from any of the five fenfes. When he 
announced the propofition to be demon- 
firated, I thought it might poflibly be true, 
but could not conceive how new fenl^* 
could 'be made perceptible to any fenfe of 
mine, as I imagined it would be like talking 
to a deaf man of harmonic founds, or to 
. one who had no palate, of nctftarines and 
pine-apples j but he produced the fulleft con- 
viiflion in me, that his pohtion was in a de- 
gree juft. His firft experiment was by fixing 

••four ^ires, about two inches in the water 

* • 

wh^e the fifti w’as fwimniiiig^ one in each* 
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quarter of the elliptical trough*; each of thefe 
wires communicated with a large glafs of 
water placed on a table at a little diftance, 
though the diftance fignified- nothing, for the 
experiment, had the wires been long enough, 
might have been condu<Sl:ed in another room; 
while the four glafles remained feparate, the 
gymnotus (for that is his techniqal name) was 
perfectly infenfible of the- wnres, but in the 
very inftant when a communication wa^ 
made by an inftrument between any tw^o of 
the glafles, he feemed to ftart, and fwant 
direcftly to the wires which were thus joined, 
paying no attention to the others, till a June- 
tion was made between them alfo. This 
could not |)e fight, bccaufe he did not fee the 
wires while they were infulated, though they 
were equally confpicuous ; it could not be 
feeling (at leaft not like our feeling) bccaufe 
the water was not in tire ledft agitated ; ftfll 
lefs could it be hearing, and leaft of all fmell, 
or tafte. It was therefore a diftintt eledtrical 

I 

fenfe of feeling, or power of conceiving any* 
ftronger condudlor than the w'utcr around 
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him, for which (cafon he did not perceive 
the wires till their jun£iion, becaufe they 
were £^t the extremities of the* tub, and 
fo little in the water, that they were iefe 
powerful conduiflors. Several other experi- 
ments were exhibited with equal fuccefs ; one 
of them only I will mention. A triangular 
inftrument qjF brafs •was held over the tub, 
and one of the legs placed gently in the^ 
•^ater, to. which the fifh was wholly inatten- 
tive, though he fwam clofe to it ; but when 
tlic other leg was imraerfed to complete the 
circulation, he inftantly llarted. It is by 
this faculty that the wonderful animal has 
notice of his prey, and of his enemies. 
Thefe are pleafant amufements, aiyl objefts 
of a juft curiofity when they fall occaftonally 
in our way ; but fuch experiments might 
•have been exhibited at Paris, Madrid, or 
Peterfburgh, where the philofophers, who are 
difeovering new fenfes in other animals, are 
not permitted to ufe their own freely ; and 
believe? me, my dear Lord, it is not by elec- 
trical; experiments, nor by triangular inftru- 



ments, noc by conduiflors of •wire, t]iat we 
ihall. be able lo avert the black ftorm which 
hangs ovei^ us. Let you and me, therefore, 
be philofophers now and then,, but citizens 
always j let us fometimes obferve with e^ger- 
nefs the fatellites of Jupiter, but let us incef- 
fantly watch with jcaloufy the fatellites of 
the King. Do you hear any certain intelli- 
gence concerning America ? Mr. Owen 
Cambridge has juft informed me, that a New 
York Gazette is brought over, in which the 
late uncertain accounts are coni'irmed in their 
full extent, with this important addition, that 
three counties of Maryland have offered not 
only fubmiflion, but afliftance to General 
Howe. This may, or may not be true. — 
Farewell. 

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

I rejoice, my dear friend, that 
you have acquired that ingenuous dillrull, 
which Epicharmus calls a fincw of It 
is certain th^ ‘doubt impels us to enquire. 
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and enquiry ofiPen ends iii conviction. You 
will be able when you come to London, to 
examine with the minuteft fcrupulojit^f as 
johnfon woifld call it, the propferties of that 
lingular animal, who is in the rivers of South 
America, whit Jupiter w’as feigned to be 
among the gods, a darter of lightnings and 
Ihould be named- ObfpOCTTX^OpOgy inftead of gym- 
riotus. He certainly has (if an academic 
taay venture to alErm any thing) a mode of 
• perccptu)!! peculiar to himfelf j but whether 
*hat perception can properly be called a new 
fenfs I leave you to determine : it is a modi- 
lication indeed of feeling, but are not all oi^g 
fenfes fo ? I defire however, that in this and 
in every thing, you .will form your .own 
judgment. As* to the of our noble 

Conllitution, which has happily prefented it- 
felf to your imagination, the very idea fixes 
rne with rapture. No, my dear 'Lord, never 
believe that apy thing is impofllble to virtue ; 
no, if ten fuch as you conceive fuch fenti- 
'ments as y.our letter contains, and exprefs 
them as forcibly, if you retaili thefe fenti-* 
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meats, as you certainly will, w’hen you take 
» * 

ybur place in parliament, 1 will not defpair 

I 

of fqeing the moft glorious of fights, a nation 
^freely govcrtted by its own laws. ‘ This I* pro-* 
inife, that, if fuch a decemvirate Ihould" ever 
attempt reftore our conftitutional liberty 
by conftitutional means, I would exert in 
^eir caufe, fuch talents as I havt, and, even 
if I were opprefled with 'ficknefs, and torn 
with pain, would ftart from my couch, anu 
exclaim with Trebonius, “ If you mean to 
“ a£k worthily, O Romans ! I am well.’’ 
The fpeech, you find, was compofed and 
^delivered without my news about Maryland, 

it IS * fxciXx fi-mxfyj'Klf xxi r^«TiuTixor, and 

breathes a deliberate firmncfs. Lord Chqt- 
ham {poke with a noble vigour for a veteran 
orator, and your bifhop pronounced an ele- 
gant harangue : I wifh Lord Granby had 
more courage as a public fpeaker ; all men 
{peak highly of him, but he will never bo 
eloquent, till he is lefs modeft. Charjes Fox 

<■> t 

|Kmred forth with amazing rapidity a conti- 

* Too despotic and military. 
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nued iavcdtive* againft Lord Ciermaine* 
and Burke was To pathetic, that 'many declue 
they fafir him (hed tears. The miniflera in 
both* houfes *were fullcn and referved, but 
Lord>Sandwich boldly contradicted the Duke 
of Richmond* on the Hate of the Qavy. 1 
grieve' that our fenate is dwindled into a 
fchool of rhotpric, where men rife to difplay 
their- abilities rather than to deliberate, and 
t^lh to be admired without hoping to con- 
vince. Adieu, my dear Lord ; I Ileal thele 
few moments from ^ dry legal invelligation ; 
but 1 could -not defer the plcafure of anfwer- 
ing a letter, which gave me inexrjrefllbl^ 
delight. * 

* H. A, SCHULTENS to Mr. JONES. 

Maxf 1777. 

I know not how to expreis 

my delight at the receipt of your*' Ihort, but 

• • 

very friendly ,and obliging letter. ^ I talee 
Iliame to myfelf at having fo long delayed 
the acknowledgement of. it, and you might 

: Appendix, No. 33* \ 
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iiuleed! juftly cenfure me, ‘f^r an af^arenc 
fiw^tfulnefs * of your kindnefs towards me. 
This would indeed be a moft ferious.acctifa- 

r • 

tion, which *I cannot in any degree admit j 
I wdfli I could as fairly exculpate myfelf from 
the charge of negligence. Ybu have now, 
my friend, my confeffion, but you will par- 
don me in confideration of my promife be 
more attentive in future. •! may indeed plead 
occupations fo inceflant, that tliey fcarcely 
allow me time to breathe, and have often 
compelled me to defer writing to you, when 
I moft ferioufly intended it; you will the 
piore readily admit this apology, when I tell 
you, that foi* five months I have never once 
thought of Meidani. „ 

I have now a little refpite, and mean foon 
to refume my work, W'hich has been fo long 
interrupted ; the flngular kindnefs of the 
fuperintendants of the library at Leyden, by 
permitting me to take home for my ufe, and 
retain as long as I pleafe, not only the manu- 
feript of Meidani, but any others wliich I 
may want, \Vill much diminifli the weight of 
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my labour. With this afliftancC) I (hdl pro^ 
ceed as fall as my other employments allow 
to copy the manufcript, linilh the indexes 
^hich are ibfolutely neceflby* to fuch a 
work), and add whatever is wanted to ren- 
der it as elegant and complete as poflible 
it gradually advances. I moft l^eartily wifh 
it were in my. power to beftow upon this fa- 
vourite occupation,* thofe hours which I am 
c^liged mod reluctantly to give to my various 
public and private le^ures; but I fOrefee that 
it. will ilill require three or four years of hard 
labour to colle<fl fuch an ample flock of ma- 
terials, as will enable me to deliver my lec-« 
tures fluently without much previous iludy, 
or ** to lhake them out of a bag,'* as she 

m 

phrafe is. In the mean time, Hariri lies un- 
touched, the Arabic poets are negle^ed, and 
the foft and elegant literature of Perlia, which 
aboVe all 1 lincerely regret^ remains unex- 
plored ; fuch however is the ardour with 
which you have infpired me, that I am de- 
termined, if enjoy life 'and health, at all 

hazards, and at the rilk of nD|;ulairity, to 
Uft—v. I, * s 
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devote myfelf to the acquilidon ol ' it. I 

i 

almoft however deipair of pubUihii^ Ha* 
riri^ I had determined to give the tfxt only 
from the be‘ll procurable manufciipte, annex* 
ing to it the trahflation of my grandfather, 
which is complete. This 1 flibuld be able to 
accompliih with little lacrihce of time } and 
without neglediing other - huiStnefs, 1 could 
give the public an uiefid work. But there 
are Ibme, to whofc judgment as well as 
elination I owe much deference, who dilap- 
prove of this plan, and advife me dot to 
publilh the work, without extracts from 
^ Tebrizi and other grammarians, nor even 
without my own annotations. Though I do 
not agree with them, I muft fubmit to their 
authority, at the necedity of protra61ing the 
publication, till 1 can give it as they wilh. 

Scheidius has lately publilhed the hrft 
part of Jaohari’s Lexicon, eonlifring' of 
about two hundred pages. . Me calculi^i 
that the whole work will not be comfuifed 
m lefr than ten volumes, of a (houlkhd pages 
«ach* Opituona about It are various. He 



himfelf* forefeet !b Ettle ii&pcdfosieQt in com* 
plefihg this immenfe luid^takliigy that he 
even t^lks of puyifhiag Phinizbadi, §ec. j 
but dthers copiider the obftacleif ib infuper* 
able, that they diink it never will be imi£bcd» 
unlefs it fhould rain gold upon hin^ Tiuft 
is all relating to the Arabic that is now going 
on amongft 'us, excepting a glofiary ter Ha- 
riri, Arab Shah, arid the Coran, which Mk. 
I^ilmot, a young, but learned theologi^ 
undertaken. It will be very ufeful to be«f 
gtnners, who from ^e difficulty and expenfe 
of procuring Golius, are deterred • from the 
Ifudy of the language. Latin and Grtfk. li« 
terature receive more encouragement here. 
This neither excites ipy envy now fuipjcile; 
but I fhould be ftill more reconciled to it, if 
fome fmall part of this patronage were to 

'overflow upon the Orientalills. RuhnkeSiius 

• * 

is at work upon VeUeius Paterculus, Butman 
on Prqpertiua, Wyttenbach on Plutarch^ 
Tollius upon the Homeric Lexicon of Apei* 
lonius* an edition which has -been pub- 
lifhed %y Villoifon in France. 'Tlic -epUHes 



oC PhalariSf re^e(3ing the author o£ which 

c 

your countrymen, Boyle and Bentley, had 
« 

fuch^a controverfy, will ibon be pu)»li{hed. 
Have you feen the very eleg&nt Eflay oi 
Ruhnkenius on the Life and Writings" of 
Longinus? Many copies have* been fent to 
England if you wilh to have one, 1 will 
take an c^portunity of procuring it for you. 
In the courfe of a few weeks, a critical mif- 
cellany will appear, and it is intended 
publilh two or three numbers of it annually.. 
This publication has a double view ; to nor 
tice the beft new books on every fubjedt 
^hich relate to learned antiquity, and to in- 
troduce occifionally new and unpublilhed 
con^tofitVons. The , authors are unknown, 

or, rather, wifh to be fo ; for fome of them 
will certainly be difcovered by their fuperior 

eruption, and uncommon elegance of ftyle. ' 

« 

I am fufficiently acquainted with them, ‘to 
a£Brm confidently that the wprk will pleafe 
you. With fome of the perfons concerned 
in it, I am inrimately connected, and they 
have requeftbd me to recommend ^ them 
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fame Itondon btSokfeller, to whom a.few;dEil 
pies may be fent for iale. Foi* this purp^fe 
I have| thought of Elmfley, who will j^ro- 
hably have no obje^ion to try the fucceia of 
th^ work in England, by talcing tweoity cmt 
even fewer copies. I wifli howeve)^ ia the 
hrll place to mention the bulineis to you* 
that Elmfley*,or fome other by your intereft* 
may be the more ceadily induced to under- 
take it. • There is alfo another favour of 
more importance, which my friends, through 
ijiy agency, anxioufly hope to obtain from 
you ; the circumftance is this : upon their 
exprefHng a wifh that their mifcellany fhoult^ 
contain extradls from Oriental ^thors, par- 
ticularly Perfic and Arabic,. I recoqamei^ded 
to them, as there are but few works of this 
nature, and Hill fewer worthy of notice, that 
*they ihould leave a fpace for Ihort d^uta- 

tiohs, under the heads of tra<5ts, or eiiays, or 

« ■ 

anyx)ther title,, by which they may be com- 
municated, as a means of promoting theie 
llUdies.* I promifed, for. my owp part, to 
contribute fome biographical mkmoin from 
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Sbea Kh&n, if they iboiilii hi>.ve no- 

bettef ito infert. They approved my 
ad^ife, and earneftly entreated me to^pitevail 
«pon you t<5 ftimiih them with fome dTays 
®f this fcibd 5 adding, that they would prove 
the greiiteft ornament and ret:ommendation 
of this part of the work, and that if I really 
enjoyed your friendftiip, which* I was per- 
petually aflerting, I could not fail of obtain- 
ing this favour from you. You fee, my 
friend, to what I have been led, by boafting- 
of your regard for me. I have yielded the 
more readily to their folicitations, in the 
^opes of retrieving by it, in foxbc degree, 
the heavy lofe which we fuftained in you. I 
tfaerpfore^oft earneftly entreat and befeech 

a 

you, by your ancient love of the Oriental 
mufes, who fo feelingly and fondly regret 
you, not to omit any convenient opportunity • 

t 

of gratifying our wilhes. Examine yOur 
fhelves ; — ^you will find many things ready, 
and fufficiently perfect for publication. What- 

t 

ever you fend, will .be moft atxeptabfe, anS 
it 'fliall af^eal* In our mifcellany with or wkh- 
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out y£ 9 K aaine,* as you may think propen 
If you have any thing in EngUfli, and want 
time t<| turn it into Latin, I mil f-eadily un- 
dertake the tranilation of it, and lubmit it to 
th^ examination of others who are better 
fcholar% than* myfelf, that your r^utadon 
may fuifer no impeachment from it. Nodiing 
(hall be added, ojmitted, or changed ; but it 
(hall, appear exa&ly as you fend it ; to this 
jf you think it necelTary, I will pledge my 
word. 1 hope it wiU not be inconvenient to 
you to favour me with an early reply to this 
letter, and 1 rely upon your obliging acqui- 
escence in our requell. 

1 congratulate you upon your new office, 
as an introdu^on to fometliing .^ore^ ho- 
nourable and lucrative; and as to the lofs 
of your liberty, I regret it rather on my ac- 
• count, than on yours. No one, not even an 
Englifhmau, can' object to fervice for the 
public good, which is the juft recompence of 
virtue and merit.' To me, however, jlour 
dbnhntment is grievous ; for, if I was dif- 
appointed in the expectation 'of feeing you, • < 



204 


'wlien you were your o'*ro mafter^ I can 
fcarcely no\^ indulge a dillant hope of that 
. pleafure. ‘ Do not however leave, me in 
delpair : yqu have fifty-nine affociates j>'fom,e 
interval of leifure may occur, and, if it 
fhould, do not negle^ it, but run over and 
make us happy by the enjoyment of your 
company and converfation. It, is not from 
want of inclination that, I do not pay you 
another vifit j the recollection of the pleafure 
I had in your fociety, is fo ftrongly imprefled 
upon me, that I have nothing more anxi- 
oully at heart, than to fly over to you with 
all fpeed, that I may again enjoy it. Neither 
is it want o£ time, that detains me ; for my 
office, which excluflvely occupies me for 

t ^ f ^ 

nine months, leaves me at liberty the re- 
maining three. What is it then ? 1 will tell 
you the truth, nor blufh to reveal to my. 
friend, “ that, when my purfe is heavier*^ I 
“ fhall find th6 journey to you lighter*.’* 
The foil of Oriental literature in Hollantf, 

% 9 

* An Arabic proverb, 'adapted to the situatitm pf the 
writer. t ' ■ 
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at elfewhere, iiiTbarren^ it produces only tli« 
mere conveniences of life, but*no fuperflul- 
ties vij^atever. I muft therefore defi^ all 
.hop6 of accompKfliing a journey to England, 
without fome unexpected improvement of 
my circumilances. I lhall however,bear my 
lot, whatever it may be, with patience. 
Having mentioned this fubjeCt to you, I 
will- add fomething in which you may eflen> 
.daily ferve me. With a view to improving 
. my fortune, and procuring that affluence, 
^which, though it may be difpenfed with, 
is moll acceptable to thole who pollels it, 1 
have determined to undertake the charge of 
a pupil, to receive him into ntty houfe, and 
fuperintend his morals and education. I am 
particularly anxious, however, that he Ihould 
be of your country, not only bccaufe the 
fyllem of private education is little known or 

followed here, bilt becaufe it would be more 

• • 

agreeable to me to part with my liberty to an 

Cnglilhman, (you fee how openly I {peak,) 

from Whom I might exped a more fubftan- 
* 

tial t^ecompence. My paper Vtlil not allow ' 
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nxe to iay much more. OfUige me with a 
i|;itr lines in« reply; I am certain you will 
willingly aflift me as far as you can> ^nd you 
may depend- upon the ftriAeft- attention on 
my pMt, to any requeft from you whidh 1 
can poffibly execute. My wife* fends her heft 
compliments to your excellent mother and 
61ler. Farewell, my dear Jones; and con- 
tinue to honour me with your efleem. 

• H. A. SCHULTENS, 

* * 0 =» m * 

At an interval of more than twenty -fiv? 
years from the date of this letter, 1 cannot 
hut acknowledge a dirpofition to fympathizc 
with the feelings of the learned writer, and 
participate the regret which he exprefles, at 
the deprivation of the fociety of his friend, 
from his want of means to defray the cx- 
pence of a journey to England. At this pe- 
riod, Schukens enjoyed an extentive repu- 
tation, and was perhaps the objed: of envy 
to many, who, without any claim to diftinc- 
tion, poirelTed that, opulence, which) with 
' all his indefatigable labours in cultivating and 



protnotmg Iheriiture, he liad not bMn aMeto 
procure. We feel the more for'ihim, becaufe 
his coin^plaints, (if the confidential con^u* 
nicatfon of ' his Circumitances authorize the 
exprefllon,) are neither deficient in dignity, 
nor refignatiori. In truth, the traO:, of- lite- 
rature which he had chofen to cultivate, was 
more calculated to produce a harveft of cele- 
brity than profit. * 

. * Mr. JONES to H. A. SCHULTENS. 

July 1777. 

I fhould have great pleafure 

in complying with your kind and friendly 

requeft, by furnifhing my contribution to 

the new work which is foon appear 

amongft you, and would exert myfelf for 

this purpofe, but the abfolute want of leifure 

. makes it impofiible. My law employments, 

attendance in th'e courts, inceffant lludies, 

the arrangement of pleadings, trials of caufes, 

and opinions to clients, fcarcely .allow me a 

hew moments for eatiqg and ileeping. 1 
« 

thanjc you fmcerely for your'Vfry entertain'^ 

/ * Appendix, No. 
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, I 

iag account of your own o&cAipation«».and of 
what is goihg on in your country. If I 
fhould he^ of any wealthy Engliih ^gentle- 
man, who wilhes to fend his fon as a 'pupil 
to Holland, to ftudy literature, you may “tely 
upon my recommendation of ' your merits, 
as w'ell as upon my alHilance on all occafions. 
X muft however at the fame time tell you, 
that an opportunity of this nature is very 
uncertain, 

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

UY OEAK LORD, Bath,Dec.2S, 1777. 

I told you, when 1 had the 
pleafure of feeing you in London, that it 
was doubtful* w’hether I fhould paft my vaca- 
tion ’at Afnfterdam or at Bath ; the naiads, of 
the hot fprings have prevailed, you fee, over 
the nymphs of the lakes, and I have been 
drinking the waters for a month, with no 

»T 

lefs pleafure than advantage to my health ; 
the improvement of which I aferibe, how- 
ever, in great meafure, to my regular exer- 
dfe on the downs, 'and to abflinence from 
any Rudy that requires too much exertion of 
the mind. 1 fhould have fcated indeed in 
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Holland fnim <town to town^ and a lltdc 
voyage would have dillipated {ny bile, if I 
had any: but that fcheme I mull poftpone 
till afiother wintet*, and have feift an excufe 
to my Dutch friend who expeffced me. 

As 1 came* hither entirely for the.purpofe 
of recreating my exhaufted fpirits and 
ftrengthening.my ilomach, 1 have abftained 
with- fome relu<flance from dancing, am 
amufement which 1 am as fond of as ever, 
but which would be too heating for a water- 
drinker ; and as for the idler diverlions of a 
public place, they have not the recommend- 
ation of novelty, without which they cannq| 
long pleafe. You, my dear fKend, are in 
the mean time relaxing yourfelf, ^rom, the 
feverer purfuits of fcience and civil know- 
ledge, with the healthy and manly exercife 
• of the field, from which you will return 

whh a keener appetite to the noble feall 

• ■ 

which the Mufes are again preparing for 
you at Cambridge. And here, by way of 
. parenfheAs, I mull tell .you that 1 joined a 
fmall- party of hvint^rs the other morning. 
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and was ia at the death of a hare^;* hut I 
moft confel^, that I think hare-htinting a 

c ^ ' 

very dull exercife, and fit rather fot a hun- 
trefe than a* mighty hunter,' rather for iHana 
than Orion. Had I the tafte and vigour of 
Adheon, without his indifcreet curiofity, my 
game would be the flag or the fox, and I 
ihould leave the hare in peace, .Without fend- 
ing her to her many frierids. This herefy of 
mine may arife from my fondnefs' for eveify 
thing vaft, and my difdain for every thing 
little, and for the fame reafon I Ihould prefer 
the more violent fport of the Afiatics, who 
fnclofe a whole diftridl with toils, and then 
attack the tigers and leopards with javelins, 
to the found of trumpets and clarions. Of 
mufic, I conclude, you have as much at AI- 
thorp, as your heart can defire ; I might here 
have more than my ears could bear, or my' 
mind conceive, for we have with us La 
Motte, Fifcher, Rauzzinl; but as 1 live in 
the houfe of my old mailer, Evans,^ whom 
you remember, I am fatisfied yrith his harp, 
which 1 prefer to the Theban lyre, as much 
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as 1 {sr^r Wales to ancient or moder^ 

£’gypt. • 

I -iiwa this morning with Wflfces, ^who 
me adetter lately written*to him front 
i^ins, by Diderot; as 1 have you know si 
quick memory, 1 brought away the fubftancef 
of it, and give it to you in a tranflation al- 
moft literal .Friend Wilkes, it delights 
me to hear that you ftill have fufiicient 
.employment for your active mind, without 
which you cannot long be happy. I have 
J* juft read the feveral fpeeches which you 
** have delivered on the fubje<ft of your pre-^ 

** fent war againft the provindals ; they ajp 
“ full of eloquence, force, anfl dignity. I 
too have compofed ^ fpeech ©n* the ^me 
** fubjeft, which I would deliver in your fc- 
nate, had I a feat in it. I will wave for 
■ “ the prefent, my coimtrymen, all confider^ 

***ation of the juftice or injuftice of the mea« 

• • 

“ fures you qre purfuing ; I well know thiU^ 
** to be an improper topic. at the time when 
^ the 'public yrelfare is immediately concerned. 
1 -will not even queftion a^ prefent your’ 
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^ pdwcr to reduce an exafperated and •deijpe>« 

** rate people; but confider, I entreat you^ 

•* that you are furrounded by nations by 

“ whom you are deteftcd ; and fay,* foi* 

Heaven’s fake, how long you will . ^ve 

*' them reafon to laugh at rhe ridiculous 

** figure you are making. This is my ha- 

•* rangue ; it is fhort in words, ^but extenfive 

•* in meaning.” — So far, -my dear Lord, wc 

have no reafon to cenfure the thoughts or e^-. 

prellions of the learned Encyclopedift ; what . 

follows is fo profligate, that 1 would not^ 

tranfcribe it, if 1 were not fure, that you 

would join with me in condemning it. “ As 

“ to yourfelfi (he adds,) be cheerful, drink 

“ the bcf^ wines, kee^ the gayeft company, 

“ and Ihould you be inclined to a tender 

pafifion, addrefs yourfelf to fuch women us 

** make the lead refiftance ; they are as 

< 

amuflng and as interefting as others. Ofte 
lives with them without anxiety, and quits 
them without regret.” — I want words, Di- 
derot, to exprefs the. bafenefs, the folly, thd 
’brutality of this fentiment. I am .no cynic. 
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but jis.fond as*any mah at Pairia of ch^rfuf^ 
company, and of fuch pleafures^as a man of 
virtue aeed not bluHi to enjoy; 6ut if ^ the 
philofbphy oS the French academicians be 
com^Ofed in your advice to your friend 
Wilkes, keep It to yourfelf, and to juch as 
you. I am of a different feit. He con- 

t 

dudes his let^^ vsrith fome profefTions of re- 
gard, -and ivith a recommendation of a youi^ 
Csenchman, who told Wilkes fome fpeeches 
of Diderot, to the Emprefs of Ruflia, which 
ypu fhall hear at fome other time. I am in- 
terrupted, and muft leave you with reluc- 
tance till the morning. 

* « * * * • * 

An apology, I truft,^will not be*thought 
neceflary for introducing that pallage in Di- 
• derot’s letter, which Mr. Jones reprobates in 
terms of afperity and indignation fuitable to 

the’reditude of his own mind. His remarks 

• • 

upon it will ferye to explain, if it be at all 
neceifary, certain ^xprefliops in his letters, 
,which •may be thought .to border upon a 

levity,* that, never entered intd the compo- 
Life—v. 1, : T 
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Vition of bis chara<aer. ii/s^ind was never 

tainted witH vice, nor "was the morality 'of 

% 

his condiidt ever impeached. He vajued the 

« € 

pleafures of fociety, and ^njgyed tham.^ 
Jong as they were innocent, whilft her de- 
teHed the principles and pra&ice of the de- 
bauchee and fenl'ualill, and, like his favourite 
Hafez, could amufe his leifui;e hours with 
poetical compofitions in praife of love jor 
beauty, without facriheing his health, his 
tinxe^ or his virtue. His cenfurc of Diderot 
is equally a proof of his own abhorrence of 
vice, and of his anxiety to imprefs it llrongly 
^on the mind of his friend and late pupil 

^ Of Diderot, thus casually introduced to the notice 
of the reader, it may not be irrcie\ant to give a short 
account, llis works I liavc never read, nor, from the 
character of the man, have any wi^h to peruse them. • 
Diderot (I take my information from the Abbe Barruel)- 
was one of the gang of conspirators against the Christian 
Religion. He net onlv professed Atheism, but made a 
boast of ity-and inculcated it in his writings* Hd was 
invited to Russia, by the Empress Catharine, who at first 
admired his genius, but soon found* sufficient reason in 
his conduct and principles to send him back to France. 

There were moments in wdiich this proftsfed frifnd 
and admirer of Voltaire, notwithstanding his avowed 
impiety, soemt to have been compelled ^by theTorce of 
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In 17,78, Mr*joncs putiliftied a tranflation 
of the fpceches of Ifasus, in caAcs concern- 
ing th» laW' of fucceffion to propcltj^ at 
i\thcift, with • a prefatory difcotirfe, ’ ridtes 
critical and hiftorical, and a commentary. 

The works* of Ifaeus had long been ijcglicft- 
ed ; the fubje<fl of them was dpr, and his 
technical language, as Mr. Jones obferves, 
was unintelligible to the herd of gramma- 
rians and philologers, by w’hom the old mo- 
numents of Grecian learning were faved 

truth to pay homage to the New Testament. An ac-r 
quaint ance found him one day explaining a chapter of it 
to his daughter, with all the apparent seriousness atid^ 
energy of a believer. On expressing his j^urprise, Dide-k 
rot replied, “ I understand your meaning ; but after all, 
where is it possible to find^better lessons for in- 
“ strSetion?" The devils believe, and tremble. 

At the dose of a life of profligacy and impiety, con- 
‘sistent with the sentiments expressed in his letter to 
y/ilkcs, Diderot shewed some signs of contrition, and 
c w'en went so far as to^ decLire# an intention of publicly 
recanting his errors. But the barbarity of his philosophic 
friends interfered to prevent it, and they resolved as far 
as they could^ that*he should die without repentance. 
Under the pretence that a change of air would promot<J 
hi8(»resroi%tion to ht'ahh, they secretly removed him into 
the country, and ‘'never left him unti] he expired, in 
July iTtii. ♦ * 
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Prnm deftrxK^ion. To refciAjLhem irom ob- 

{purity} and to prefent them to the ftudent of 

our Englifti laws in his native language, waS •• 
« « 

a talk which required the -unifed qualifica- 
tions of claflical erudition and legal know- 
ledge, and which he difchargcd with equal 
pleafure and fuccefs. 

“ There is no branch of learning, from 

4 

“ which a ftudent of the law may receive 
“ a more rational pleafure, or wl\ich feeips 
“ more likely to prevent his being difgufted 
“ with the dry elements of a very compli- 
“ cated fcience, than the hiftory of the rules 
“ and ordinances by which nations, eminent 
“ for wifdom, and illuftrious in arts, have 
regulajed their civil polity : nor is this the 
** only fruit that he may expect to reap from 
“ a general knowledge of foreign laws, both . 

ancient and modern j for whilft he indulges 
" the liberal curiofity of a fcholar in examin- 
“ ing the cuftoms and inftitutions of men, 

“ whofe works have yielded him the higheft 
“ delight, and whofe aflions have fadfed his 
“ admiratiop,' he will feel the* fatisfadfion of 
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a patriot,' in*obferving the preference 

“ in moft inftances to the lav/s of his oWn 

• t 

“ country above thofe of all other ftates^ or, 
if his juft ^rofpe£ls in life give him hopes 
“ of ‘becoming a legiflator, he may coIle<ft 
** many ufeful hints, for the improvement 
“ even of that fabric, which his ajiceftors have 
“ erected with infinite exertions of virtue and 
** gehius, but which, like all human fyftems, 
•‘?will evfer advance nearer to perfedlion, and 
•“ ever fall fliort of it.” 

• I quote the preceding obfervations from 
his prefatory difcourfe, which is written with 
uncommon elegance, and particularly interelt- 
ing, not only from the information w^hich 
it contains refpe«fting the author whtofe works 
he illuftrated, but for its critical remarks on 
the comparative merits of the Grecian ora- 

'tors, and for his diflertation on the Attic 
laws of fuccelTion, and the forms of pleading 
in the Athenian courts. It was no fmall 
credit tp Mr. Jones to have fuccefsfully ac- 
• complilhed vp^hat Sir Mathew Hale, ** to 
” whofe learning and -diligenefi the prefent 
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l(;fs iiidebtffd^ tbaiS his eomsmpo- 
.^lams: werlb to his wi{cl<»B atid vtrtiue,” 
had junruc^sfully attemf^ed. ; 

The works of Ifaeus are dedicated to* Earl 
Bathurfl:; and Mr. Jones takes oceaiion in 
the epiftle dedicatory to infarm the public, 
that, although he had received many lignal 
marks of friendlhip from a nutaher of illuf- 
trious perfons. Lord fiathurft had been his 
great eft, his only benefaftor; that, vrithont- 
any felicitation, or even requeft on his part, 
his Lofdfhip gave him a fubllantial and per,* 
manent token of regard, rendered ftill more 
valuable by the obliging manner of giving it, 
and literally Ihe foie fruit which he had ga- 
thered fr«in an incelijnt courfe of very pain- 
ful labour. He adds Iiis further acknow- 
ledgements for the more extended intentions 
of his Lordlhip, although he had not then' 
derived any benefit from them. 

This was the only publication of Mr. 
Jones, in 1778 j .which, however it might 
tend to increafe his' reputation^ did not per- 
‘ haps much advance his profeftional fuecefs. 
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Ife iiovrew eveiy rcafon to be fa^fied 
with the propen^on of bufindl that &U to 

• I 

his flMOre, during the circuits which h(( re» 
gula^y attended/ 

Mf. Jones had tranfmitted a copy of his 
tranflation to 'Edmund Burke^ and jhe fol* 
lowing letter contains his acknowledgement 
of the favouA, The opinion of a great orator 
<Jn any fubjeA connefted with that of his 
•cpnftant meditations, will not be read with- 
out intereft* 

MY DEAR SIR, Matvh 12, 177S. 

I give you many thanks fejf 
your moft obliging and valuable prefetu, and 
feel myfelf extremely honoured by *his (nark 
of your friendfltip. My lirft leifure will be 
employed in an attentive perufal of an author, 
'who had merit enough to fill up a part of 
yours, and whom you have made acceilible 
to me with an .eafe and advantage, which one 
Co many years difufed to Greek literature as 
I* have been^ could not otherwife have, 
Ifxus* is an author of whom I'know nothing * 
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but by fame I am fiire that' any idea I had 
£rom thence (tonceived of him, will not be at 
aU .lqflei^ by feeing him in your traiifktion. 
I do not know how it has happened,' that 
orators have hitherto fared worfe in the hands 
of the tt^oflators, than even the poets ; 1 
neva: could bear to read a tranilation of 
Cicero. Demofthenes fuffers I, think fome- 
what lefs} — but he fuffers greatly; fo much, 
that I muft fay, that no Engliih reader could- 
well conceive from whence he had acquired 
the reputation of the firft of orators. I am 
fatisHed that there is now an eminent excep- 
tion to this rule, and I fincerely congratulate 
the public oh that acquifition. 1 am, with 
the gjreateft truth and regard, my dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful and obliged 
humble fervant, 

Edmund Burke. 

' » 

Of the incidents in the life ^ of Mr. Jones 
during the years 1.778 and 1779, I have no 
particular information ; we may fuppoVe hi*s 
‘ time 3^nd attention to have been principally 
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cfigrofled by bis profeilional dudes auid ftu* 
dies, and the political citvumAances of tbe 
times.* His own letters, always uttere^ling, , 
•and*often inftru£tive, with thole of his cor- 
refporndents, contain all that I know of .him 
during this period ; the latter afford addi- 
tional evidence of the efteem in which his 
learning, abilities, and principles were held 
by men of high deputation in the rank of 
• bterature. 

. Mr. SWINNEY to Mr. JONES. 

Para of Consianlinople^ Januaiy 1, niS. 

S IR J • 

So high an opinion do 1 en* 
tertain of your humapity and poMtenels, as 
to perfuade myfelf you ■will readily pardon 
the liberty I have taken, of fending you a 

Perfian and Grecian manufcript. If, on pe- 

• * 

rufal of one or the other book, you lhall 
meet with a Jingle paflage that may contri- 
bute either to your inftrufiion or amufement, 
my purpofe will be fully anfwered. 

Among the real curiofities i have feen at * 
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CCKofiantinople, is a. public mui'eum, •>er6(9:9d 
at the foie e'fcpence of a moft learned Grand 
whofe name and title was RajibjlPacha. 
This collection contains about two thoufand 
Arabian, Perfian, and Turkifli manufmpts, 
which, ihe learned fay, contain vaft {tores of 
erudition. It is not improbable but I may be 
able, on feme favourable occaiion, to procure 
you a copy of the catalogue ; and then, llVould 
you be difpofed to have any of the manu^ ■ 
feripts copied, I intreat you will confer the 
honour upon me, of executing the coinmif- 
lion. People aflure me, but I dare not fay 
whether with good authority or no, that the 
entire Decades of Livy, and the complete 
Hiftory ofrCuitius, ar^ contained in that very 
precious repofitory: if fo, who knows but 
majelly itfelf (fo fuperlatively happy are we 
in a monarch who favours the arts and 
Icicnces?) may graciouily condefeend to com., 
raand a copy of them? 

Be pleafed to accept of my warmeft wilhes 
for . your health, profperity, and very long 
life: and believe me to be (what I, fincbrely 
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»gnf) a bailing admirer your abiUties ; and at 

the fame time, dear Sir, &c. * 

• • 

Sidney Swinn&t. 

■* • Dr. STUART to Mr. JONES. 

MY dear SIR; 3</ Octoier, ms. 

I have to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt'Of yout*moft obliging letter. It is im- 
polRble for me to exprefs the value in which 
* f ’hold tKe favourable fentiments you have 
conveyed to me; and above all, th atftrain of 
trordiality and friendfhip which accompany 
them. The lofs of that long letter, or differ- 
tation, into which my performance was aboflt 
to entice you, is a matter of infinite regret to 
me,: but I hope that the objedl wTiich*then 
engaged more particularly your attention, 
and which was fo worthy of it, is now within 
your reach ; that the fates are to comply with 
your defires, and to place. you in a feene 
Vfhere fo mueh honour and fo many lavrels 

are to bg won and gathered. 

• # 

It affects me with a* livcl;^ pleafure, that 
ycui* tafte*has' turned with a peculiar fondnefs 
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to t&e Audies of law and gov&rnmeni>on 
great fcale of Ifiiftory and manners. They have 
been* too long in the management ^6f en- 
quirers, who were merely ihetaf)hyfjcians, or 
merely the retainers of courts. Tlicir gene- 
rous and liberal nature has been wounded and 
4ebafed by ^be miiiutenefs of an acute but 
ufelefs philofophy, and by a meafti and fl.avi(h 
appetite for pra6tice and w'ealth. It is now fit 
that we lliould have lawyers who are oratory, • 
philofophers, and hiftorians. 

But while I entreat you to accept my beft 

thanks foryour excellent letter, and exprefs my 

approbation of thofe fludics of which you are 

enamoured, permit me, at the fame time, to 

embrace die opportunity of making known to 

you the bearer of thefe lines. Dr. Gillies, 

of whom you may have heard as the tranf- 

lator of Lyfias, has^ been long my warm 

friend-; and I have to recommend him to you 

as the poflefibr of qualities which are ftill 

more to his honour than extenfive learning 

and real genius. Mbn who leaye their com- 
< • 

patriots behind them in the purfuits*of fciencc 
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and ambition* are of the lame familf* * 
afu^ ought to be known to one Inother. 

Do «ne the favour, my dear S&, to con- 

• • 

,tinue to afforjd me a place in your memory* 
and* Jjelieve me that I £hall always hear of 
your profperity, your reputation, and your 
ftudies, with a peculiar and entire fatisfac- 
tion. , 

. I am now,i and ever, yours, &c. 

, . . Gilb. Stuart. 

P. S. In January or February, I am to 
^lend into the world a new work, in which I 
treat of the public la‘w^ and the Conftitutional 
Hiftory of Scotland. And, wherever you 
are, I am to tranfmit you pile of the firft 
copies, by Mr. Murraj^, of Fleet-§treet. 

Dean TUCKER to Mr. JONES. 

DEAR SIR ; 

^ Gloucester, September 2\ , 1 7 '; 5 . 

When you firft honoured me 

with your acquaintance, perhaps you was not 

^wart what a troublefome correljpondence 
\ 

you. was Jjringing yourfelf iifto. Be that aS* 
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it may, I wUl flow beg leave *to avail, myfej|f 

of the perm^on which you kindly granted 
me of confulting you on fome pointt. Se- 
veral copies of my laft tradi have been ifl the, 
Univerfity upwards of a fortnight ; and ^t is 
probable that by this time fome have vouch- 
fafed to read it. What therefore I wifh to 
know is, whether, in the judgir^ent of thofe 
who have given it a perufal, I have confuted 
Mr. Locke’s fyftem in fuch a manner, thai . 
they are convinced his muft be what- . 

ever elfe may happen to be If this is^ 

not the cafe, that is, if I have not totally 
confuted Mr. Locke, I need proceed no far- 
ther, for mine can have no chance to be true, 
if his is (lill fuppofed to be the only true 
one ; and I fhall very willingly give up the 
purfuit. But, if I have demolifhed his 
fcheme, I have fo far cleared the way to ■ 
make room for my own ; and, in that cafe, 

t • 

I have one or two points to confult you 
about. 

1 am, 

I 

J. Tucker. 



isf 

\ ’* * 

• -Mr. JONES to Lord ALJHORP- 

, ^ Temp'e, (fct, 13» I7t8» 

, My dear Lord, captain, and 
friend, (of all which titles no man 'entertains 
a jufter idea than yourfelf,) how fliafl I eac- 
prefs the delight which your letter from 
Warley camp has given me ? I cannot fuf- 
(iciently regret, th^it I was fo long deprived 
of that pieafure ; for, intending to be in Lon* 
don foon after the circuit, I had neglcded 
to leave any (fircifrions here about my letters; 
fo that yours has lain almoft a month upon 
my table, where I found it yefterday on my 
return from the country. I ought indeed to 
have written fir ft to you, becaufe I was a 

raihbler, you ftationary: and bccaufc the pen 

* 

■ has been my peculiar inftrument, a? the 
, fword has been yours this fummer : but the 
agitation of foretific butinefs, and. the fort of 
fociety in which 1 have bee*n forced to live, 
aftbi-ded me few- moments of leifure, except 
t4iofe«irr which nature cajls for perfect repofe, 
and the fpirits cxhauftcd with* Oiti^ue require* 



' immediate reparation. I rejoice to' fee that 
you are a vo^uy, as Archilocus fays of him- 
felf, both v>f the Mufes and of Mar,s; not* 
do I* believe that a letter full of more* manly 

fentiments, or written with more unaffe4ted 

« 

elegance, than yours, has often been fent 
from a camp. You know I have fet my 
mind on yoilr being a fine fpeaker in next 
parliament, in the caufe of true conftitutlonal 
liberty, and your letters convince me that 
1 fhall not be difappointed. To this great 
objeft, both for your own glory and your 

« 

country’s good, your prcfent military ftation 
will contribute not a little : for, a foldier’s 
lile naturally ,infpires a certain fpirit and con- 
fidence, without which the fineft elocution 
will not have a full elfeil:. Not to mention 
Pericles, Xenophon, Caifar, and a hundred 
other eloquent foldiers among the ancients, 
I am perfuaded that Pitt (whom by the w^y 
I am far from co'iAparing to Pericles) acquir- 
ed his forcible manner in the field where he 

i 

carried the colours. This I mention* ki ad» 

. .dition to the advantages of your prefent .fttu- 
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iNkhkh you very juAly point out : nor 
. can I think your fummer any refpeA 
• ufelefsl}^ ipent, lince our coafBtotkm .has 
» go(^ de&noe m a urell-regulated 
officered by men who love their country: 
and a militia To regulated, may in duo 
time be the means of thinning ffie fonmd- 
able ^landing 'army, if not of extinguiihlng 
it: Captain * ♦ * h one of the worthidi, 
as.* well as'talleft men in the kingdom; but 
he, and his Socrates, Dr. Jbhnfon, have fuch 
prejudices in politics,, that one muft be upon 
one’s guard in their company, if one wiihes 
to preferve their good opinion. By the way* 
the Dean of Oloucefter has printed a work, 
which he thinks a full cgnfutation oS Lodee’s 

t 

Theory of Government ; and his fecond vo» 
lume will contain a new Theory his own : 
6f this, when we meet. The dilappiuntment 
to which you allude, and concemii^ which 
you fity fo many friendly tUngs to me, is 
not yet certain. My competitor is not yet 
.nominated : n^ny doubt whether he will be; 

I thiitk ha will not, unlefs the Chancellor 

Ltfe~-V. 1. ‘ V , 
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lliDuld prcifs it ftrbtigly. It' is fliil the <^pi- 

* a 

nkm and wtfli of the baTf that 1 ihould be 

r . r 

thet man. I beKeve, . the hardly • 

knows his own mind. I cannot legally be 
appointed tilt January, or next month at 
foonefl;, becaufe I am not a banifter of five 
years ftanding till that time: now many 
believe that they keep the place open for me 
till I am qualified. I certainly wifh to have 
it, becaufe I wifh to have twenty thoufend- 
pounds in my pocket before 1 am eight>and- 
thirty years old ; and then I might contribute 
in fome little degree towards the fervice of 
lay country in Parliament, as well as at the 
Bar, without fislling my liberty to a. patron, 
as too many of my profellion are not aiham- 
ed of doing ; and 1 might be a Speaker in. the 
Houfe of Commons in the full vigour and 
maturity of my age; whereas, in the flow 
career of Weftminller-Hall, I fhould 'not 
perh^s, even with the heft .fuccefs, acquire 
the fame indepeculent fiation, till the age at 
frjbich Cicero was ‘ killed. !^ut be affured, 
dear lord,* that if the minifter.be ofifended 
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die.^f£yle in which 

ipoifcv 9nd wUl;^[)eak, o£ {Mihlil 

’. on that* account Ihould j^fiife to g^e.in^-^the 

jjud^llup, I .ihail n<^ be ^ ^all 8U0itii^» 

haviOg already a very decent coin{»eteq^e, 

without a debt, or a care of any land. 1 

will not break in upon you at.Warley unexr 

# 

pedledlyj but^ whenever you find it moft 
convenient, let me know, and I wUl be with 
.you in lefs than two hours. 

' Dean TUCKER to Mr. JONES. 

• DEAR SIR, Gloucester, December i\, 1778. 

I have the pleafure to acqumnt 
you, that your packdt and letter arriv^ iaih 
laft night i for both which; 1 ant'irery much 
obliged to you. I cannot fay thaf*youf re- 
marks have wrought much conviaion in 
me, (in fome places they have,) but they have 

had what 1 efteem a hotter eflfea, that, 'is, 

• * 

they will make me more cautious . lind circum- 
fpea in Ibme ‘of my expreSons^ and they 
will oblige me to bring mosrfe ponces end iliitf. 
•trations of fome points than 1 ^oii^t were 
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medSiAi In aE thefe yotiir 

9tm9iik» hxvk «biie me miicli gxeatjsr iiemae 
tmmeaniag compUiiients} and as in 
fom diieriiig fo widdy in opinion i^odx mci 
your &tadi^ decinratioa ol this difSefoneie 
proves you the heaefter man, and the more 
to be efte^ed. 1 am, dec. 

t 

t 

ADAM PRINCE CZARTORYSKI to 
Mr. JONES. 

SIR; Warsaw^ Not). 26, 1778. 

It is the fate of thofe who, 
like you, are an ornament to the literary 
vnxki* to be Imowa to thofe who are per> 

4 

foBAf wA n own to them; each is entitled to 
call m ^em for light; and this I hope wpl be 
n fnffioent apaiogj for my intruding upon 
you, and interruptiiig th<^ ftudious hours 
wMch yens emiecrate with Ib much fuoceft to 
At laftmdkion of your readers. 

i mas happy enough of kte to hk upon 
pour Bflap on die Poetry of die Eaftam na* 
tioiis, fem JBhflory die Perfian Ian- 
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t &IUI14 yon’ had skade nf^ Ih 
tliele two trxHrla a quarrel of a ^er^r old ftaiid> 
log be|;ween erudition and Uflef you Jbate 
4>rought theib to meet together in fuch a 
friendly manner* that one who hiad. never 
read but your writings* would be apt tlwak 
they always went hand in hand., 

1 h^ve becsn applying myfelf lince a few 
years to the lludy of Eaftem languages; 

• thoi^h r cannot flatter myi^f with having, 
made as yet any conflderable progr^ in that 
branch of learning. . Your moft excellent 
Grammar the Perlian language* which 
gave birth to Mr. Richardfon’s one o£ t|;e 
Arabic* executed upon the fame* plaa» are the 
agreeable guides whichij follow in that di£* 
cult jomney; to them I owe to be refcued 
out of the hands of Erpenius*. Guadagnela, 
’and the red of thofe unmerciful gendemen 
W^o never took the leaft trouble about clear* 
ing the road, or plucking out one iingle thorn 
from the many widi whi<ih the paths of the 
(ludy'of Ea^ern languages are ,^over^. 
Give* me leave to be ftill more beholden to*' 
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leameiJ men'are tlie ii:adio|j 

ftaw of the Unlearned, I beg you*n beftow a 
fewcnomeilts of four l^ifure upon an/wering 

fome queftions which may perhaps appeaf 

* 

very trifling in the eyes of a man Of’your 
extehfiw knowledge. 

I have always been at a lofs to form any 
conjecture upon the following feibjed, which 
is, by what chance fo ‘many words 'from 
other European languages, or at leaft ufed« tn ' 
our European languages, are got into the 
Perfian: as for inilance, jivdn, puddei^ 
mdder*, the Englifli, bad^ the German, dock- 
rw, deVt bend, together with a deal of our 
Sclavonian, efpecially in the arithmetical 
numbers* which, even in the manner of pro- 
nouncing them, are exaClly the fame, fuch as 
pendfed, fcbejhed^, &c. 1 fhould be greatly 

obliged to you likew,j^^» ^^7 your means I 
could be infornicd, whether the Dictionary 
of Meniniki, propofed to be reprinted at Ox- 
ford, is already come out; whether,, it con- 
tains a many 'additions which are not 

* Youth, Either, mother. f 5()0 and 600 . 



to be fpuad im the edidoa o£).i68o; iailly, 

• . ** 

. whether Mr. Richardibti has ^ubliih^d the 
. fecond ^rolam^ EnglUh ami AralHC» hit 
Didibnary. 'As' to our poor «}uotr}rmaiaf 
Memniki, he has not met with the reward 
which he had a right tp e^^e^* ; after 
having walled his health and /or^une in the 
finilhing of i^is work, he died unnoticed at 
Vienna ; and his daughter ended her life in 
.tl^ fame -city a few years ago, very ill ufed 
by thofe who had advanced money to her fa- 
ther, for the publilhiog of his work. You 
live in a country where fuch a fin would be 

♦ From the short account given of Meninski in tile 
Biographical Dictionary, it appears, that he was no less 
ili.stinguished for his extensive erudition and profound 
knowledge of languages, particularly OHental, thSn by 
the propriety of conduct, and abilities displayed by him 
. in various official situations to which he had risen by his 
merit. His first station was that of first interpreter to 
*the Polish embassy at the Porte, and from this he was 
gradually advanced to the rank of a counsellor of war to 
the Emperor at Vienna, and first interpreter of Oriental 
languages. He died at Vienna at the age of 75, in 169d, 
eighteen years after the publication of his fiimoiis and 
u^ful ^ork, the Oriental Thesaurus. The compilers of 
' this account do npt notice the* circumstances ipentioned 
by Prilpee Czartoryski, • , 



2 ^ 

I 

aaiStf&i MEUMg the morul R«h 

'1 ' ' ^ 

«ksJi^ ^Ju(llfafid honouraUy mentioned in 
you( wofieit has been refiding h«Fe fo^. feveral 
years, tii minifter of the Cowrt of Vumn^c 
we often made the wiih, that fomcthing 
cOiild yott to tdce our part of the 

world in ypor way. If that ihotild ever 
happen, 1 would confider it as 4 >Tnoft agreea> 
ble circumftance for me, if you could be pre<F 
vailed upon to accept of my houfe during' 
your ftay, and confider it as your own. 1 
know udiat advantages we might reap frona 
ib uieful and agreeable an intercourfe, and 
would make it our buiineft not to let time lay 
heavy Upon your hands. I muft (before I 
end)- exprefs to you, the fenfe of pleafure 
which I ftit as a Pole, in reading that paflage 
of your preface which concerns our country: 
it bears the damp of humanity and fpirit.* 
Now, after having repeated my excufes for 
having been fo forward, and perhaps fo tedious, 
I am, with all pollible regard, &c. 

AnAM PniilCE CzA^TORYSKl, 

General of PddoRa. 
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• Mn JONES to PRINC1| AI^AI^ 

CZARTORY^X, 

• ♦ ■ ■ ■' , 

Lamb's Suildi/tgSt Ten^le, London, Fek. 11^ ni?, 

\ Nothing could be n^re 
able to rae. than your letter, nothing lo^are 
flattering than the fentiments 'which you 
prefs in it;, but. 1 am fo little ufed to cqa* 
.rerCs or correfpond with Princes, and have £6 
long been accuftomed to the plainneis of the 
. ancients, that 1 fliould addrefs your Highnefs 
^with more facility in Latin than in any mo> 
dern idiom. Yet as you not only perfedUy 
underftand my native language, but even 
write it (1 fpeak fincerely) wkh elegance, I 
will try to anfwer you in Elngliih^ with Ro- 
man funplicity. 

It gives me great pleafure, that iny juvenile 
compolltions have been at all ufeful ot: enter- 
taining to you. * What higher reward can a 
writer defire, than the ^probation of fuch a 
reader? In fuppoling, however, that you in- 
terrupt* my (ludious hours which I am confe- 
cratiPg to literature, allow iqe to fay, that^ 
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uiUuq^f^y for me, you are a Jittle mUlakeiM 

Atyrlift ibur ]^ars have been fpent in foreniic 
« * * 
laboi^rs, which, however arduous, are ,no lefs 

pleafing than reputable, and''Would be .per- •' 

fe£Uy TOpgenial with my temper and difpbH- 

don, if they did not wholly preclude me from 

refuming my former ftudies. .It is pollible, 

however, that 1 may foon fucce^ to a high 

judicial office in Bengal, where the vacations 

will ^ve me leifure to renew my acquaint^ 

ance, which I now am obliged to intermit, ■ 

with the Perfian and Arabian daffies. 

Should my appointment take place, I lhall fee 

a value on your correfpondence, and 

will not fail to* fend both your Highnefs, and 

my friend^ Baron Revjczki, (to whom I will 

« 

write very foon,) fome wreaths of flowers 

from the banks of the Ganges. 

In anfwer to your queftions, I mull in- 
« 

form your Highnefs, that the projedt of re- 
printing Meninfki here is entirely dropt ; but 
Richardfon is indefadgable, and advances as 
expeditioufly as poffible with thq fecond‘part* 
«)f his didlionsuy. How fo many European 



wonk^. crept into 
• • _ 
know iteit with cataioly.' 

* • - 
think, ^mentions the great inteircdtjafet Jxith 

*in war and peaCe, between the Pedu^ aild 
the nations in the north of BmOp^ aq ^ *Aiia. 
whom the indents knew by the general nime 
of Scythians. Many learned ^iriveftigators 
of aatiquity»are fully perfuaded, that a very 
Old and dmoft primaeval language was in ufe 
* among thefe northern nations, from which , 
not only the Celtic dialeds, but even the 
£lreek and Latin, are derived ; in w||| 
find v»rvf and fAurnf in Perfian, nor is 
fo far removed from dockter, or even a,e^» 
and nomen from nam, as to *make it ridi- 
culous to fuppofe, that, they fprang from the 
fame root. We muft confefs that thefe re- 
fearches are very obfcure and uncertain ; and 

you will allow, not fo agreeable as an ode of 

# • 

Hafez, or an elegy of Amr’alkeis. How 
happy Ihould.I be, my dear Prince, if 43n 

my retqra from India, I could vifit Poland, 

• • 

•accept the kipd invitatioh of your Highnefr, 
and’^aajoy the promifed pleafiii^ of your con-** 



Hffld iamA&Ap. Mf good ^geoUiiF 

r 

i^yds -me «^oU7 t0 deTpair of titat h^pi. 
lVb 6 | and 'idle ^erata vok^tas fuaTis^aouci- 
tke* wideh enabled Lucretius ^to> eaduie' anyi 
tml, 1 ^ to Ipeisd the ilairy nights, ad he 
iays, in coaten4»latioo, ihaU ha.ve a llimkr 
oo, ' dec* 

William Jones. 
Dr. STUART to Mr. JONES. 

MY DEAR SIR, 12, ni9., 

I beg you to accept my new 
H^ork, as a mark of my beft obfervance. Tho 
fabje«5^s are very important, very curious, and 
vary new, but the materials upon which 1 

t 

was to operate were very imperfedl. Indeed, 
1 fear-muth, that a propriety of intention is 
all my merit, and from that, I think, 1 am 
to draw little glory; for it is common to me 
with writers who ar^ the weakeft and rood 
trifling. Yet, if.your eye can trace any evi- 
dentce in this trifie to oppofe my appreheiv 
lions, I (hall be very happy. AH th^ humi> 

a • 

lity of my doulRis will go away/ la two no- 
fpe€l8, 1 expofe myfelf very much 10 oconme* 
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« ^ 

t ikaTe,abadc«d * 

€^ H^oni and I haw- ^vfe^IicafiW^ ttiii ^p n gd a w i 
o€ ^id Sooccidi governmant ' 

. fqM fefen iani on s^ Dr. RolMrdbft, fiid^MAfeN 
rk^mpl^ of Scotiand. With a 
people^ thde thing* are the greateft' of' rA 
ccifBes. It is in England, and boc 
CQ uatrjr* that 1 am to find thofe readere who 
•will be perfedlly impaitial. 1 enttei^ you to 
ai^cept my moft hncere wiihes for your pror 

• fperity, and that you wUi believe me, wldi 
.the moft entire refpe41:« my dear Sir, &c. 

GirB. Stua&t. 

• 

Dr. STUART to Mr. pNES. 

Dr. Stuart prefents his^beft. com- 
pliments to Mr. Jones. 

I beg to have the pleafure to fubmit to 

* your inipe^on a fmall Treatife, which I 
hhve publiihed a few years ago, ‘ as an intro* 
dis£fcioa to ap exteniive work on the laws 

and conftitution of England, which I have 

» 

,long* meditated, and have in part executed. 
If you like my ideas, I (hall account rnyfelf 
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e3£|i(^pa«l7 ilbitviflAix^ If t}iey:«da ^tiot^ i%rlk<y 
pc. imj^ortaiice aod tnterefting, I fhafl 
tlpit 'i have pnaployed ieihirdiirith* 
PUC, ady.antage^ / Ypiir tine of ftud^ has' led « 
frou tovcnquire. into the- hltior^r of .En^tiih. 
inaiineni and juri^rudenc^. ^ The tittle yroi^ 
which.' SQxoihfKinies this note, is 
within .this line; and as 1 iiave;^e moft en> 
tire confidence in your penetration and can- 
dour, I ihould be happy to know your opmiqa 
of it. 1 ihould then be in a (late to form a 
refolution, whether 1 ought to give order and, 
method to the materials 1 have collefled in 
the view of profecuting a fubjed:, which I 
may perhaps hSAve undertaken without having 
prope^ cpnfulted my forces. You will do 
me the favour to excufe this trouble. 

* C. REVICZKI to Mr. JONES. 

Warsau', March i 7, 177&i 

, • 

I lately received through 
Mr. — '■■■■ — youi; two laft learned [publica- 
tions; a moil: agreeable and conv^ndng. proof . 

.. ♦•Appendix, No. 35. 


t 
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your 

The ' fiQ^uUr. !«n}dilioa wJith;; which, s-jyippc 
VorkeVdboBndi; not oniy ifOb- 

, ceedloglyv, hut epccited. iny 
to rffume thofe fludies whk^h j luuijldbK^ 
forgotten. Prince Adam Czaitoryiki, who 
has cultivated Oriental literature . not >ikihsc- 
celsfully, had already afforded me an oppor- 
4unity of p^nHn^ your life of Nadir Shah. 

. He particularly pointed out the pailageU 4ii 
.the differtation, in which you make hicfa 
Jionourable mention of me, and for which 1 
am indebted to your partiality alone. I re-^ 
gret the lofs which the republic of letters 
muh fuffer from your defertion,^d determine 
ation to devote yourfelf to the alta{ pf, The- 
mis : but I truft that Melpomene, imder 
whofe aui^ices you were bom, will com- 
• pel you to- return to your allegiance. I 

am heartily tired with a refidence of feven 

• • 

years on the banks of the Viftula: but the ter- 
mination of the German yrar will, 1 hope, re- 
ftore*me to a more pleaffng fituation. How 
much mojre agreeable would’it be to me, ?if* 
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t 

I ttw im * iMNMM aitow me to gmdfy^my^uiclW/ 

« 

Mtaoe, by palSag my 4tty» la Eagkuid/ near 
yon \ But W nrbatevcp plane oy deMt^ may 
ikMMi me, my a£Ee€Uoa he you enli condone. 

nnaba^k Faarewa^l. 

. ^ ' ■ / 

Mr. jCtf^ES to Lend ALTHOKR 

Teiupk^ FciK nso. 

( 

The public piety having given 
me this afternoon what 1 rarely can t>btain, ^ 
Iheet intermiflion of tHilmefs ; can 1 employ 
my Idfure more agreeably than in writing to 
my friend i 1 lhall fiend my letter at random, 
not knowing whether you are at Althorp or 
at Buckingham, but perfuading myfelf that it 
will find ^ou without much deligr. May 1 
congratulate you and our country on your 
entrance upon the great career of public life I 
If there ever was a time when men of fpirit, 

fmlk» and virtue, ought to' ftand forth, it^s 

• « 

the pre&nt. 1 am infbnned, that you have 
attonded fi>me country meetings, and axe on 
fome conmuctees. Did you find it neebfiaxy 

IT ‘ 

'tff convaiient. to fpeak on the ftsote of. the 
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%ation.? It a.nohle iubja&j yoi^ 

knowledge as, W(eU. as wUV 

esSily (tpquii^ habits Of eioqus^pe $ *bitf< 

ihey'aret no lei& chan, playing on a mvfioklt 

inftitynent, or handling a pencil-: a n^ a a>tlie 

beft muHcians and fineft painters began with 

playing fometimes oat of tune md drawing 

» 

out propo^jlon*. fo the greateft orators muft 
begin with leaving, fome periods unfinilhed, 
and perhaps with fitting down in the middle 
of a fentence. It is only by contimied ufe’ 
^at a fpeaker learns U> exprels his ideas with 
preciAon and foundnef^ and to provide at 
the beginning of a period for the conctuAon 
of it ; but to this facility of fpeaking, the 
habit of writing rapidly contributes in a^won- 
derful degree. 1 would particularly imprels 
this truth upon your mind, my dear friend^ 


becaufe 1 am fully convinced that, an Engliihr 
man’s real importance *in his country, will 
always be in a compound ratio of his virtue, 
his knowledge, and his eloquence ; without 


aH of*w]^cb qualities Utde real utility can re- 
futt f):om either of them aparp;. and 1 am ne^* 


Lifc—y. I. 


X 
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lets per/lbided> that a virtuous aitd kno^n^ 
man, who ha& no natural impediment/ may 

% T 

by Ipibit acquire perfect eloquence, ^ cer* 
tainly as a healthy man who*has the ufe of, 
his mi^es, may learn to fwhn or to fCate. 
When Oiall we meet, and where, that we 
may talk over theie and other matters ? There 
are fome topics which will be o^re properly 
dhcuded in converfation than upon paper, I 
mean on account of thdr copiouihers; fur 
believe me I ihould not be concerned, if all. 
that 1 write were copied at the poft-ofiic^ 
and read before the King in council. ♦ * ♦ 
* At the lame time I folemnly declare, 
that 1 will nftt enlift under the banners of a 
paity^ a ^declaration which is 1 believe ufe* 
tefs, becaule no party would receive a m 2 ai, 
determined as I am, to think for himfclf. To 
j<nx alone, my fiiend, and to your intdrells, ‘ 
I am firmly attached, both' from early habit 
and from mature reafon, from ancient affec- 
tion unchanged fpr a frngle moment, and 
from a full conm^on that fuchf afl&^oh wis 

r * 4 -' 

’'‘wdl placed. • The views and vnlhes of aU 
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meti, I TfUl analyze and we!^ ^tti. 
that {ufpidon and flownefi of which 
* my experience, fuch as it is, has taught me $ 
and to be mdrd 'paiticular^ aldtough 1 will 
be jealous of the regal part of our c«iniritu>i 
tion, and always lend an arm towards re* 
draining its prOud waves within. due limits, 
yet my mod'.vigHant and drenuous efforts 
{hall he direded againd any oligarchy that 
may arife { being convinced, that on the po* 
pular part of every government depends its 
r«al force, the obligation of its laws, its wel«> 
fare, its fecurity, its permanence. I have 
been led infenlibly to write more fetioufly 
than 1 had intended ; my letters lhall not 
always be fo dull : but with fo many public 

f 

caufes of grief or of refentment, who can at 
all times be gay ? 

s 

Fn the memoirs of Mr. Jones, the year 
' fcventeen-hundned-and-eighty forms an in* 
tereding xra, in which his 'Occupations were 
di^nfied, his^profpefb Extended, and his 
hopes ’expaxded^ more than at ’any former 
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l^iiod of his life. His pro£ei!ional 
^ui4^ greatly, tncreafed, and fiiggelied the falr> 
tfft ^hopes of pro|;refliye etilargement, and . 
augmented profits but as*^M views 'were 
more jparticularly directed to the vacant feat 
on. the bench of Fort Williatn, in Bengal, 

and as, from the kindnefs of Lord North, 

« 

he w^ authorized to expect the early attain- 
ment of it, he was lefs iblicitous to procure 
an augmentation of bufinefe,. which, in the. 
evrent of fuccefs in his India purfuits, he mull 
altogether abandon. In this Hate of fufj. ? u%, 
the political events of the times, received a 
ipore than ordinary ihare of his attention : 
he did not ^lowever enrol himfelf with any 
partji h^t looking ujp to the conllitution and 
liberty of his country, as the objedls of his 
political adoration, he cultivated an exteiifive - 
acquaintance with men of all parties, and of 
the firft rank and talents, without any facriiBce 
of principle or opinion. No man had ever 
more, right to apply to himfelf the cha- 
ra^er of ** nullius.addidus jurare *in^ veiha 
“ magiftri.” . -With refpedl to the American 
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he early sfdopted fentiments upop it un- 
favourable to the juftiee ofthe%fil^fh cxufe, 

* • *■.' 

and this opinion, once formed, wSidd aatu- 

Yally acquire fti'ength frotti-the protra^ion of 
the cOnteft, which he lainehted wlth-ldhie fill- 
ings of a true patriot and friend fo hnmiinity. 
Thefe refledlons didated a very animated 
and clafltcal Ode to Liberty, which he 6om- 
pofed in Latin, atfd printed in Match’; it 
•ftfongly difplays his genius, erudition, feel-<- 
ings, and political principles *. 

- Sir Roger Newdigate having declared hi« 
intention of vacating his feat in parliament, act 
reprefentative of the Univerfity of Oifoti, 
Mr. Jones was induced by a laudable ambi- 
tion, and the encourageiuent of man^ refped- 
* 

able friends, to come forward as a candidate. 
The following letters will e.vplain his hdpes, 
his condud, and difappointiiicnt on this oc- 
calibn. 

» • 

^ Works, vol. X. p. 593. This ocle was published 
under the title of Julli Melesigo^i ad libertaterti. The 
assumeAname is formed by a transposition of the letters 
■ of^uliclinus lon^ius. 
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Mr. (ZARTWRIGHT to Mr. JOl^ES' 

, Sj*| May's, 1780 , 

It li with pleatfure I olifcrve 
the puVic papers mention you as one o^ the 
candidalies to r^prefent the Univerfity of 
Oxford at the enfuing cle<£Iion. As a literary 
fociety, the rank you hold in the republic of 
letters ought certainly to point you out as one 
of the firft objeds of her choice, ' But ifis- 
not merely upon this principle that I feel my^ 
felf intereftcd in your fuccefs: exclufive of 
that veneration with which 1 look up to fu-. 
pprior talents, I have an additional motive 
(which indded ought to fuperfede every 
other) in<he very high opinion I have formed 

a 

of your integrity. If in this opinion I Ihould 
be mift^en, your oyrtt writings have greatly 
contributed tp fniflead me. You will per-* 
ceivc. Sir,' my reafpn for troubling you vrith 
this letter is to deiire that ivhen you make out 
a Uft of your friends upon this occafion, my 
name tpay be admitted into the numSfer. ^*1 . 



'Em, Sir,* vnth .truth, your very futcere weil-‘ 
vriihdr, Sfc. • 

EdMON© CAllfwilIGHT. 

Mr. JONES to the Rev. E. CART- 
WRIGHT. 

LamV 5 Buildings j Temple^ 1 ^ 80 * 

% 

DEAR SIK; 

* • 

Since my firiends have de^ 

i^red me a candidate for the very honourable 

leat which Sir Roger Newdigate intends to 

vacate, 1 have received many flattering tefti- 

monies of regard from feveral re^^iable 

perfons; but your letter, dated May 8tb, 

which I did not receive till tbit morning, is, 

without a compliment, the faireft»and moft 

pleating fruit of the competition in which I 

am engaged. The rule of the Umvertity, 

which is a very noble one, forbidding me to 

fdlicit votes for ‘myfel^, 1 have not been at 

* • 

liberty even to apply to many perfons whom 

it is both a pleafure an4 honour to know. 

» 

Youf unlbli^ited approbation is a great re- 
ward of jtny paft toil in my Jiterary career^ 



ailui xto fmaU. incentive to future ei^ertio^. 
As to my int’rgrity, of which you are pleafed 

4 * *' 

to ejjprefs a good opinion,' it has not yet been 

* 

tried by any very ftrong temptations j I hope* 
it wiH r^Gft them if any be thrown in mywvay. 
This oqly I may fay (and 1 think without a 
boaft) that my ambition was always very much 
bounded, and that my views aijt already at- 
tained by profeflional fuccefs adequate to my 
htgheft expe£fations. Perhaps I lhall not Ise 
thought very unambitious, if 1 add, that my 
great c^eA of imitation is Mr. Selden, and> 
that if I could obtain the fame honour which 
WM conferred on him, I ihould, like him, de- 
vote the reft bf my life to the fervice of my 
ionftituents and my qountry, to the praftice 

s 

of an ufefiil profeflion, and to the unremitted 
ftudy of our Englifli laws, hiftory and litera- 
ture. To be approved by you, and fuch men 
as you (if many fuch could be found), would 
be a fiifficient reward to, &c. . 

r William Jones. 
Permit tne to add* an ode printed (but no^ 
ytublilhed) befolie the prefent competition. 
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ind at ,a* time when I iWoidd 
tainly'made a judge in India, the ktndnefs 
of Lor^ ISfbrth, if any appointinrat hatfi^eit 
•place. It JJroves fufGcienily that no vi^w»>or 
connc6iions can prevent me from delating 
my honeft fentimfents when I think they may 
be ufeful to my country. 

• a 

• 'Mr. BURROWS to Mr. JONES. 

Hadley y near Barnet , May 2%, J760. 

Sir, 

For the firll -time I am forty I did 
not take all my degrees. I ihould have been 
happy to have given the teftimony of an 
dividual to a merit, which I hive long con- 
fidcred as the reproach, as well as->ornament 
of this age and country: I muft add, it 
would have given me particular pleafure to 
have expreffed my gratitude to one who has 
fo* much contributed to my inftrudlion and 
.'irnufcinent. 

♦ # ♦ ♦ * * 
moll heartily wilh you fuccefs, as the 
republic icems in danger of taking fomif 
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> ' luom £rem the weaknefs of ^er firite^j ami 
llie vigour of;her foes» and never in an^r tio^ 
of her lifd flood in more need of the Ittraft- 

# c 

ing and repelling powers of mien of* abi^. 
Iit 7 . I jinufl own too, I have an additibnal 
reafon for wifhing you iieated in the Britifh 
parliament, as I ihall take great iatisfa&ion 
in feeing the dull of all denomhiations con- 
vinced, that men of wit and learning are as 

capable of excelling in public bufinefs, as 

\ * 

they call it, as the moll illiterate of them all.. 

I am, &c. 

' m 

J. Burrows, 

* Mr. JO,NES to Dr. MILMAN. 

SiRj MayViy 1780. 

Although I have not yet the 
honour, to which I have long afpired, of 
your acquaintance and friendfhip, yet 1 ana 
perfuaded that the bond which ought in ttys 
crifis to unite all ‘honefl men is, idem /entire 

de republican and my friend,’ Mr. Milleii, 

« 

having imparted to me the contents bt yous 
;jiefterday’s note, I beg leave to aflure yo^tT* 


X 



S\S 


that I n^er In}agined it 'In this cAe-*'*’ 

tiropdligy at die buiieil time die year, for 
profeihonal men to attend a committee of 
canVaflers, and never thought of iblicitiiig 
the' ^attendance or exertions of friends, 
any farther than might be confiftent with 

a 

their engagements and avocations. Accept, 
Sir, my very warm and very (incere thanks 
.(and when 1 have the honour of being 
known to you, you will find that my warmth 
and my fincerity are perfed^ly undiflembled) 
for the fentiments which you exprefs to Mr. 
Milles in regard to me. Whatever be the 
event of the competition in which I am en- 
gaged, I {hall certainly reap the moll pleafing 
fruit from the kindnefs of many excellent 
perfons, by whom it is an high honour to be 
elleemed. 

****** 

• This only I tan fay, that my friends hav- 
ing nominated me, 1 have nothing to do but 
to Jleer right onward^ as Milton fays, to a 
»polIi The voyage will probably laft a twelve- 
month at Icall } and though 1 began to iail 
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jt^er tlie by rib' means Jri 

defparir of reaching flying pen- 

ri'ona horir unfavourably foever fotne fevr 
breezes may blow. Without' aft allegory, it’ 
will nec'iflarily take up much time for* my 
friends to canvafs nine hundred votfers, a 
great majority of whom is dilperfed in vari- 
ous jparts of the kingdc^. • As, to my com- 
petitors, I know them botfi, an ’ 'Tefpedl* the' 
benevolence of Sir W. Dolhen af nlicn as l 
adrhire the extenfive erudition at ' fine taftc ‘ 
of Dr. Scott: but their political’ i.xiples* 
are the reverfe of mine. 

* H. A. SCyULTENS to Mr. JONES. 

Leyden^ June 2, 1780. 

^ I ' ■ 

Although increafing, and, rat 
this particular time, inceffant occupation re- 
luctantly compels me, in fome meafure, to 
forego the pleafure of torrefp^nding with my 
friends, yet the fubjeCt of your laft letter ap- 
pears to me fo important, that I am deter- 
mined to hazard an immediate anfwer <to ^t ii\ 
tljree words, rather than, by Availing for 
• Appendii^, No. 36. 



'pore JfaVourab^ oppoitunity, run the rltk 
ekcithig a fufpicion of any i^nt of regard 
*and affe«3don for you, by an apparent ixnaA- 
, teatifon to your intereft. 1 £hould be as hap- 
py to promote it as my own, although I am 
unfortunately deficient in the means of do- 
ing it. 

The lltuation for which you are canvalling, 
•my friend,^ moff honourable and import- 
ant; / it be attainable by merit, not 

I " i. 

.favour, I aUow no perfon more worthy of.it 
^ than y :If, none who has higher pretcn- 
fions to genius, none who poflefles a greater 
extent of ufeful knowledge, nor a more pow- 
erful and commanding eloqueiftre, none who 
exceeds you in love for liberty jand your 
country, none more capable of applying a re- 
medy to the difaflrous fituation of affairs by 
wife counfels, prudence, fortitude, and inte- 
grity; none therefore to whofe care our alma 
mater (allow me to evince my affedlion to the 
Univerfity by this expreflion) can more fafely 
ttrufb'her interefts and pKofperity. 

3ave you however no apprehenfion that 
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ytW tnthuiiaim for liberty, wkich is Ip 
rally known, « may, in thefe unpropiti<j||^, 
times^ injure the fuccefs of your caufe? „ 
thofe upon whofe votes your elc(^on depends, » 
allow thp Univerfity to be reprefented in par- 
liament by Julius Melefigonus? My coun- 
trymen have adopted an opinion, that, in the 
preient fituation of aifaits, no m^ who pub- 
licly avows his attachment- to liberty, Can- be 
employed in the adminiftration. • 

This you will fay is no concern of mine ; • 
be that as it may, no exertidns on my. 
part lhall be wanting to promote your fuc- 
ce% and I w'ifh you would inform me how 
they can be 'directed to your advantage. 
Have J the power of fending a vote in yovr 
favour? I much doubt it. Shall I apply to 
any of my friends at Oxford who are well 
difpofed towards me; for iiiftance, Meflrs. 
Kennicot, White, and Wlnftanley ? Write to 
me without delay, and inform me what I 
lhall do, that I may 'ionvince you of my zeal 
and fincerity to ferve you^ 

"*I am at prefdnt at Leyden, having iuc- 



&eededt:my father, who died about fix mouths ' 
ago, iU the profefibrihip of Oriei^tal litetature. 

, 1 have* much to fay upon this fuSjed, and 
hope* (hortly tp .write fully to you about it* 

I long to know how you are, as well as that 
beft of women your mother, and your filler, 
(to whofe firiendihip I am fo much obliged). 
Prefent my, affe^ionate regards to them. 
Farewell, and remember me. 

.Some patalogues of my father’s library, 
which is to be fold in September, have been 
forwarded, I think, to Elmfley, and I have 
ordered one to be fent to you. 

Mr. JONES to Dr. WHEELER. 

MY DEAR sir: September 2, ITSO. 

• * • 

* The Parliament being fuddenly 

difiblved, I muft beg you, as one of my 
• beil and trueft friends, to make it known in 
the Univerfity, that f decline giving the 

9 , 

learned body any further trouble, and am 
heartily forty for that which has already been 
giveif them. , It is needlefs to add, what you 

w^.Jtnow, that 1 ihould noiter have beenr. 

* 

the firft to 'have troubled them at all. I 
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always thought a delegation to parliameiit’ 
from fo relpe^able a fDciety, a laudable 'Object 
of true aiAbition; but I conlldered it a^ a dif^ 

c * 

tant obje£t, as the reward of .lo;ng laboui and^ 
meritorious fervice in our country; smd I 
conceived, that, had I filled a judge’s feat in 
India, with the approbation of my country- 
men, I might on my return be fixed on, as a 

c . ' 

proper reprefentative of tfie Univerfity. Had 
not that happened which you know, 1 ihou]d 
no more have thought of Handing now, than 
of afking for a peerage. As to principles^ 
in politics, if my fiiccels at Oxford, at any 
future time, depend upon a change of them, 
my caufe is hopelefs ; I cannot alter or con- 
ceal them without abandoning either my 
realbn or my integrity ; the firft of which is 
my only guide, and the fecond my chief 
comfort in this paflage through life. Were 
I inclined .to boaft of any thing, I Ihould 
certainly boaft of making thofe principles 

ft 

my rule of condudt, which I learned fi-om 
the beft of men in ancient and modern tlmcfr; 
,and which, iiyc reafon tells me, are comi^ 
cive to the happinefr of mankind. As to 
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I^lrh c^rteinly not tioftlle to the ming* 

terSy from whom I have receiv^ obli^tions j 

* • ’ • • * • 
but I ^cannot in conicience approve jtheir 

• meaJUres. » 

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

DEAR SIR, September ♦, 1780. 

•, • Permit me again to exprefs 

(what I can never -exprefs too often, or too 
. yparmly)* my very fincere thanks for your 
kind letter, dated May 8, and to afliire you, 
.as I may with the gfeateft truth, that I am 
juft as much obliged to you as if your kind- 
nefs had been attended with the moft bpl- 
liant fuccefs ; but as my ftrengfh in the great 
elft^live body of our, XJniverfityy (which 
ftrength, all circumftances conlidered, was 
very refpeilable,) lay chiefly among the non- 

• refident voters, it would be unpardonably 
uifgrateful in me were I to give 'my friends 
the trouble of taking long journeys, with- 
out a higher probability of fuccefs than my 

late Equities, have left Tne room to expert. 

* * * • ' • 

I thefeforq decUnd giving any farther trouble* ' 

UJe—V.l, • Y 
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to the learned body, and an] heartily forty* 
fen: that which has already been given them, 
though not originally by me or my friends.* 
I am perfedtly confeious that, bad I be6n fo, 
fortunate as to fucceed at Oxford, I ihbuld 

not have advanced, nor wilhed to advance, 

« 

a fingle ftep in the career of ambition, but 
Ihould cheerfully have facrificed my repofe 
and peace of mind to fuch a courfe as I con- 
ceived likely to promote the public good ; , 
and this confeioufnefs cannot but prevent me 
from being in the lead depreffed by my^ 
failure of fuccefs. I fliould never repent of 
this little ftruggle, if it had produced no 
other fruit than the teftimony of your appro- 
batioi]. *The hurry of the general elccdion 
to a profeffional man, has obliged me to luf- 
pend till another long vacation, two little 
works, which I hoped to finifli in the re- • 
mainder of this. The firlf is a treatife On 
the Maritime ’Jurif prudence of the Athenians^ 
illuftrated by five fpeeches of Demofthenes in 
commercial caufes ; and the feepnd, *a difleif- 
•fation On the Manners of the Arabians before 
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the *Tirne ^ Mahomet ^ illuftfated by the fevea 

' ' • • • • 

poems, which were written in IftttefS of gold, 

and fui(pended in the temple at Mecca, about 
•the beginning df the ilxth century. When 
they*are printed, I fhall be proud irPfubmit- 
ting them to your judgment, as their excel- 
lence is well known. 

. • 

• Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

• ,*. • Sept. 4, 1780.. 

The intelligence which you lb 
kindly fent me, my dear Lord, and which 
was perfectly unexpedled, has fufpended for 
a Ihort time my excurfion to Pafly; far 
though I have not received any pofitive re- 
tainers for ele£l:ion bufinels, yet thefe will be 
fome contefts in Wales, where I may pojfibly 
be employed ; and, though the whole fyftem 
‘of eledlion-laws, and of eledlions themfelves, 
(I always except the Grenvijle judicature) is 
quite repugnanf to my ideas of the conftitu- 
tion, yet it would be thought unprofeflional 
. to*be *abfent from Engla'nd at luch a time ; 
nor otlght indeed any Englilhmfhn to be ab- 


V 3 
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font when the qucftion to <be U seeded is, 

** Whether l^s country fhall be free in form 
** only, or in fubftance.” I have t^ierefore 
pollponed my expedition fdr fortnight afr 
leafl;, itr which time all the borough ele^ions 
will, I fuppofe, be over; and by that time, I 
fliall be able to form a tolerable judgment ctf 
the counties. In the feveral co}tnties through 
which I lately pafled, I received (what -I did 
not afk or defire) much praife from many, 
worthy men for my plan to prevent the 
cejjity of making a Handing army perpetual:, 
but the uniform obje<Slion ndiich I heard 
was, “ the plan is legal and conftitutional, 
** but this IS not the time for it.‘* Lord 
Mamtieid himfelf tjiought otherwife, when 
he laid in the Houfe of Lords, that no time 
was to be loft in giving ftrength to the civil • 
power ; but let the objedors beware, left by 
refufing to adopt fuch a plan while the/ are 
able, becaufe they think the. time improper, 
they Ihould not, when the proper time Ihall 
come, be allowed tb adopt it. > We ha3 fofne 
entertaining caules on the circuit,, particularly 



ht Hagitlai' tndi^ment for* akn&mg a village 
oii th& coaft . of i^embrokei^e^ with , a re> 
. port that a hoflilia ihip of waa Approach- 

• t 

jag. * The prpfecutors were two magiftrates 
{ontf,of whom was an Indian who 

were angry at having been made Jbols of, a 

t 

point however which they could not eaiily 
' have proved,, inafmuch as they were fools al- 
seady made. I def(^nded the profecuted man 
. with fucQsfs, and mingled in my fpeech many 
bitter reflediions on the ftate of this country* 
at the time of the alarm, and on the at- 
tempt, becaufe the Englifli laws were not re- 
lilhed in India, to import the Indian laws 
into England, by imprifoning and inditing 
an honeft man, who had done no i^ore than 
his ‘duty, and whofe only fault was fear, of 
which both his profecutors were equally guilty. 

. On my return through Oxford, I was con- 
vinced by undoubted aulhority, that although 
I had been continually gaining ground, and 

had collet^ed no fewer than ten or twelve 

\ 

votes»on’the circuit, yet.l 'had no chance of 
fuccefs againft Sir W. D., and any attempt. 
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' to* {hake Mr. Page would hav§ been'not only* 
Confummate Jaflincfs, but even inconlifbent 
with^my repeated declarations. ‘ 

Let me rcqueft you to give .my very fin- . 
<iere thanks to Dr. Preedy for his kind.^ro- 
miie and affiftance. afluring him (which is 
very true) that I am juft as much Obliged to 
him, as if his kindnefs had been attended 
with fuccefs, and defirinj^ him to thank hia 
friend Dr. Ruding in the fame terms, a^ . 
with the fame fincerity, Muft I add this- 
trouble to that which you have already taken?, 
I will make no apologies after a friendfliip of 
fifteen years, uninterrupted even for a fingle 
moment. Hf)w thall I conclude .? by wifh- 
ing yau fe-ofperity in the Greek, or health 
the Roman form ? No man, my dear Lord, 
wiflies you both more ardently than I do. 
Farewell. 

» 

Mr. JONES to Dr. WETHEREL. 

Sir ; ,, 6, t780. 

It having been fuggefttd rt> 
-ihe by a moft refpedable friend, that it 



w<Mild.be*propej, and wa« in fafit thi due forfn^** 
• * 

to" ap^rife you and the Vice-Chancellor as 
, fcon as poffible, of my being no* longCT a 
•candidate for, the Univerfity, I fent to the 
houihs of thofe gentlemen who honoured me 
with forming my committee, thmking it more 

regular, that they Ihould make the declara- 

» 

tion of my .having declined a poll ; but as 
they, are out of tO]vn, I am neceilitated to 
. trouble you with this letter. If Dr. Scott 
ihould Hand the poll, I am ready to perform 
my promife of giving him my vote, as I am 
, no more his competitor. Since I have taken 
up my pen (which it was by no means my 

r • 

intention to do) I cannot help fiiying that the 
condudl of Ibme of my friends in sefpedl of 
me'gives me furprife, and (for their fakes ra- 

• thcr than my own) uneafinefs. If I have 
. . not been able to prone my attachment to my 

feliow-collegiates* it is* becaufe they never 

• called for my fervice; if they had, they 
ftiould have found- that no man would have 
ejcert^d himf^lf with more a 61 ivity to ferve 
them*; nor was I deficient in ceal, I well rc-»» 



nuetnber, when you in pirticular required my' 
exertions. I emfeious of having deferv^d 
▼cry well of the college j and if any of its 
members are fo unJdnd as to, think dther<*. 
wife, I will Ihew my fcnfe of their un^tind- 
oefe by perfifting till my laft hour in defev- 
ing well of them. After this, 1 ihould little 
have expe^ed that my letters, couched in the 
mod iincere and afre<ftionate terms, and abw 
folutely unexceptionable, if they had been . 
fairly reprefented, would have been repeated 
by detached fentences (which might have 
made no fmall alteration in the fenfc) in fe- 
veral companies in the Univerfity. Still Icfs 
fhould I have-expedled to find myfelf charged 
W'ith mif^eprrfenting (a ferious word !) fafts, 
of which I would, if neceflary, make a de- 
pofition, and with writing what it muft have 
appeared from ftrong internal evidence, that • 
I could not have written ; becaufc it contain- 
ed a miilake as to the number of our lay- 
fellows, which I (who know and efteem Mr. 
R«jf) could never have made. Lead of «11 
„could I have tpepe^fed to be accufed of wifh- 
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tag to (AxHurn a coofthutum, whicb I^jttiaseC’^ 

• ® 

t^caiffe I underlland it, aod v^cb i «Rntid 
Vacrific^ my life to preferve. All thele chatges, 

» God and my confcience enable me to bear 
wid} the coolefl indifierence, and with fittle 
abatement of that refped with which I ever 
have been. See. 

• • 

• Mr. JONES to -Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

PEAR SIR, Sept. 8, 1780, 

Your laft favour I have this 
**inftant received, and am obliged to anfwer 
it in the greateft hafte. I hope you have by 
this time received my letter, jn which T in- 
formed you that I had declined a poll at 
(ixford, but was as nfuch obliged to you and 
my other friends as if your kindnefs had 
been attended with the moft brilliant fuccefs. 
I faw an advertifement alfo in the paper, that 
Dr. Scott had declined. '• 

■» * * * * « * 

, I have been told, tfiat the very ode to 

• • 

which you* arc fo indulgent, loft me n^ar 
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I 

j thisj however, I am uh willing* 

^ » 

tHihdteve. I«m, &c. * 

* William Jones. 

The conduit of Mr. Jones,, throughout 

the buhnefs of the eleition, difplays his ^ha- 

raiteriilical integrity and manly principles. 

_ « 

To have fucceeded, would have been moft 
honourable to him ; his failure w§is attended 

• t 

with no dilgrace. From t.he letters written 
or received by him on this occafion, a muclv 
larger fcleition might have been made, and 
many perfons of the firft refpeilability named, 
as the unfollcited fupporters of Mr. Jones. 
It was greatly to his credit, that with no 
other influence «than that of his charailer and 
abilities, he^fhould have been deemed worthy 
of being nominated a candidate to repreferit 
the Univerlity of Oxford, one of the moft 
diftinguiflied in the world for fcience and^ 
virtue. His . affectionate atta'chment to this 
feat of learning, an^ his refpeClful veneration 
for it, were knov/n and admitted, as well as 
the fpirit of independepce which at all times, • 
aivd under all circiimftances, marked his cliA- 
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nafter.. His ojginicm refpet^ng the 

• * 

hU Ode to Liberty, on the ^ifpofition of 
Ibme of the voters, countenances Ithe 
•cionS of his ,ftiend Schultens; it is certain,^, 
hov^pver, that if he had fucceeded in his eleo- 
tion he would have employed all the fuperior 
talents which Schultens jullly afcribes to him 
with zeal apd afliduity, in difcharging the 
duties of a fenatoj-. To obtain it was his 
bigheft ambition, and he would have cheer- 
fully facrificed to it (to repeat his own 
words) “ not only an Indian Judgeftiip of fix 
thoufand a year, but a Nabobfliip with as 
many millions.” 

Notwithftanding the varioue occupations 
attending the Oxford eledion, l^r. Jones 
fodnd time to publifli a fmall pamphlet, inti- 
tled. An Enquiry into the legal Mode of fup- 
prejjing Riots, •with a conjlitutional Plan of 
future Defence. * This’ publication was fug- 
gefted by tbe unfortunate neceffity of calling 
in military alfillance to fupprefs the riots, 
whieh, from jhe fecond fo the eighth of June 
of' that year,* had defolated the capital. 
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* I 

been, ^ he obf(^rves, i vigilaat 
aitd ilidignanf fpe(5tator of thofe abominable 
enormities*: he had alfo feen^ with a mixerf 

• t 

fenfation of anguilh and joy^ .the vigdrous ^ 

and tiiupiphant exertions of the execiltive 

power; and though he- admitted the neceffity 

of thofe exertions, he deplored it. 

Impreffed with the fullcft convidion, 

« 

** that the common llatutp laws of the realm 
** then in force, give the civil ftate in ever.y 
** county a power, which, if it were pcrfed- 
** ly underftood and continually prepared, ^ 
** would efiedually quell any riot or infur- 
** redion, without afliftance from the miii- 

a 

** tary, and even without the modern Riot- 
*• Ad,” he undertook to demonftrate it ; and 
the labour of lefs than a month, produced ^he 
occafional trad: which he publiflied in July. 

Of the plan which he then propofed, it is 
fufficient to fay, that during late years tke 

principle of it has been advantageoully 

« 

adopted ; and that while the internal peace of 
the country has been preferved., its defence 
againft external* aggreflion has 'been no.,lcfs 



confulted by the arnwid'. aflbqiatioiiu 

• * 

undef different names, have been f^ally efta^ 

l>lifhed in every county of Great BtijUin. 

• • 

On the jijnjih of September, of this year* 

Mrf, Jones met the freeholders of Middlefex 

aflembled for the purpofc of nominating two 

reprefentatives in the new parliament. ■ The 

circumflances of the meeting afibrded him no 
• » 

.opportunity of addreffing them on the general 
l}.ate of, the nation; but he amufed himlelf 
with drawing up a difeourfe, containing the 
purport of what he would have fpoken, if an 
opportunity for this purpofe had occurred. 

This fpeech is ftrikmgly clraradleriftic of 

• 

his principles aiod feelings ; he condemns in 
unqualified terms the American and the 
ednduct of the late parliament, in fupporting 
•it. He takes a furamary review of the ftate 
of the nation, and delivers his opinion upon 
it without refelve, in that ftrong language 
which was fo often heard in the parlia- 

s 

mentary debates • of 1 780, and read in the 
•petitiohs from the allbgiated counties. I fhaU 
iele£t from *it tw'o pafTages jqnly, which haye 
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no’ reference to the political difcuflions ©f that 
period ; one, <*in which Mr. Jones exprefles 

C I »’ 

his fentiments on the African flave tracjlc, and 
the fecond containing an honourable declar- ' 
ation of ^hat conduct which he would Save 
purfued, if good fortune had placed him in 
the Houfe of Commons- 

** I pafs with haftc by the cogft of Africa, 

** whence my mind turns with indignation at 
** the abominable traffic in the human fp,o- 
** cies, from which a part of our countrymen • 
** dare to derive their moft inaufpicious, . 
“ wealth. Sugar, it has been faid, would be 
“ dear if it were not worked by Blacks in the 
** "Weftem ifldnds; as if the moft laborious, 
the molV dangerous works, were not carried 

a 

“ on in every country, but chiefly in England, 

“ by free men ; in faft they are fo carried on 
** with infinitely more advantage, for there is 
“ an alacrity in a confcioufnefs of freedom, 

“ and a gloomy fullen iridolence in a con- 
‘‘ fcioufnefs of flavery ; but let fugar be as 
“ dear as it may, it is better to eat none" to* 
“^‘eat honey, if fweetnefs only be palatable; 
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*/ better fo eat aloes or cd.oquintida than vfo-'* 
“’late*a primary law of nature,* impreffed on 
U every heart not imbruted by av^ice, than 
.** rob one hqman creature of thofe eternal 
“ rights, of which no law upon ^rth can 
juftly deprive him. 

** Had it been my good or bad fortune, to 
have delivered in. the great aflembly of re- 
“.prefentatives the fentiments which this 
•“ bofom contains, I am fenfible that my pub- 
" lie courfe of fpeaking and voting mull 
“ have clalhed in a variety of inftances with 
my private obligations ; and the conflia^of 
“ interfering duties conftitutes,* in my opi- 
“ nion, the niceft part of morality, on which 
“ However I have completely formed my 
fyftem, and trull that no views of interell 
will ever prevent my pradlice from coincid- 
“ ing with my theory.” 

ProfelTions of this nature are fometimes 

# 

made and forgotten, w'hen the end, which 
they ^vere meant to ferve, has been attained ; 
but Ikicerity was ever a prominent feature iil» 
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cluu:au£3ter of Mt. Jones,' and he Vas more 
dtfpofed to c^erAep the bounds of pmden'ce 
by adhering to it, than to violate what he al- 
ways deemed a primary law of morality I 
In th^ autumn of this year, 1 find,* Mr. 
Jones at Paris. He had in the preceding 
lummer made a fiiort excurfion to that ca> 
pital j but the occurrences of tljefe journeys 

f 

are not of fufiicient importance to engage the 
reader’s attention. I recolle£b to have heard 
him mention, in anfwer to a queflion which 
I once put to him, whether he had feen 
Monfieur du Perron at Paris, that this gen- 
tleman ftudioufly avoided meeting him dur- 
ing his refidetice there. , 

TThe following letters written by Mr. Jones 
after his return to England are interelling,’ as 
deferiptive of his occupations and fentiments, 

and as announcing his intention of writing 

« 

an important hiftorical work, which he ne'»er 
found time to execute. 
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* JONES to Lord ALXHORP. 

• I thought myfelf •peculiarly 

^unfortunate laft Friday in my way to London; 
at Chatham, • where I had the pleafure indeed 
of feeing Lady Rothes reftored to perfeifl 
health, I fought in vain for Mr. Langton 
among the new ravclines and counterfearps ; 
and at UarlfoVj 1 liad the mortification to 
find, that you, my dear Lord, were not in 
camp, where I was not without hope of pafs- 

ing an evening, which I am pcrfiiaded would 

• • 

have been ccjually agreeable to us both. After 
a very tedious and uncomfortable palfage, 1 
arrived at Margate on Wedi'wcfday night, 
havinjr bee \ out of England a month ex- 
acllj) half of wliich time I fpent at Paris. 
In this interval I have feen, not indeed fo 
jnany men or fo many cities as the hero of 
the.Odyfi'ey, but a fuffident number of both 
to have enlarged very confidC'rably the fphere 

of ‘my knowledge. . I have heard much and 

% 

tligiight fnorc ; but the refult of all I have 
heafd ,and thoaght is, that thq war, which I., 
i.vt— V.I. * . ■ 25. 



' have invariably" and deliberately cdnd.emnc/d 
as no lefs un^uft than impolitic, will continue 
very long to defolate the country of our^ 
brethren, and exhauft our 0W9. The 'prin- 
cipal ol^e£l of my late excurfion has_*becn 
completely anfwered ; and I had more fuc- 
cefs than I at firft expeded in one or two 
fubordinate purfuits, profeffional and literary, 

I attended fome caufes at the palais, and have 
brought with me the works of a inqft learrjed 
lawyer, whofe name and merit I lhall have 
the honour of making known to our coun- 

♦ I 

trymen. I obtained accefs alfo to a fine ma- 
nufeript in the royal library, which has given 
me a more^perfed acquaintance with the 
manners*, of the ancient Arabians j and how 

I f 

little foever I may value mere philology, t:on- 
fidercd apart from the knowledge to which it . 
leads, yet I fliall ever fet a high price on. . 
thofe branches of learning, which make us 
acquainted with* the human fpecies in all its ■ 
varieties. Paris itfelf, and all the roads to it 
are fo perfedly known to yqu, tliat un tc- 
< 'count of my. journey would be fuperfljuous ; 
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and as to politics, 1 would rather converfe* 

• * 

than write on a fubje61 fo ver^ferious ; not 

• • ® 

that 1 ,have any apprehenfions, as you .well 
•know, of the»lcaft danger, or even inconvc- 
nien’ae, to myfelf ; but many incidants hap- 
pen to letters, and in times like thgfe, the 
port is hardly to be trufted. This however 

I will fay, thjLt as it is my fixed defign, if I 
Kve to fee a peace, to write an impartial hif- 
tc«y of the war, I was defirous in France to 
be acquainted with as many of the American 
Jfaders as I could meet with j and the fame 
delire would have carried me to Amfterdam, 
if the feafon had not been fo far advanced. 
All the intelligence that 1 coll^tled, and all 
the, obfcrvations that made, ycm diould 
have heard on Friday evening had you been 
in camp, and fliall hear in the courfe of con- 

• verfation when we meet. I rejoice to hear 

. • 

finfce my return, that Lord Spencer is much 
better. Farewell, my deai; Lord, you are 
more fully afiured ‘than fojynal words can ex- 
pfefs* how fii^cerely I am. See. 


z 2 
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‘Mr. JONES to Mr. C ARJ WRIGHT. • 

PEAjt SIR, N'ov. 12, n'sO. 

• ' I . 

^ You have fo fully proved the 

favourable opinion, which you do me the* 
honour cto entertain of me, that I am' pcr- 
fuaded^you acquit me of any culpable negle£l 
in delaying for more than two months to arv- 
fwer your very obliging letter. The truth 
is, that I had but juft .received it when *1 
found myfelf obliged to leave England, on 
very prefEng bufinefs ; and 1 have not long 
been returned from Paris. The hurry pf 
preparing myfelf for fo long a journey at 
fuch a feafon, left me no time for giving you 
my hearty tfianks, which I now moft fin- 

cerely rSqueft you to accept, both for ^^jour 

•• 

kind letter, and for the very elegant fonnet*, 

• SONNET. 

To Sir \\;iLLiAM Jones, 

On his being a candidate to represent tlic University of 
Oxford in Parliament, 1780. 

t. 

In Learning’s field, diversified and wide, 

The narrow beaten track is all wc : 

* • 

1 low few, like the^*, of that unrtieasur’d s[)acc 

• • Can boast, justly boast, no part untried!.. 



\frith which you have rewarded me abunS-** 
antly for my humble* labours ill the field of 
• literature. I give you my word that your 
•letters and verTes have greatly encouraged me 
in proceeding as expeditioully as I am able, 
to fend abroad my /even Arabian poets \ and 
I propofe to fpend next month at Cambridge, 
in order to •finilh my little work, and to 
make ufe of a rare ‘manufeript in the library 
of*. Trinity College ; my own manufeript, 
which was copied for me at Aleppo, is very 
iacautiful, but unfortunately not very corredt. 
Vou may depend on receiving a copy as foon 
as it can be printed. ^ 

How happy I lhall be if I fiiouid be able 


Yet rest not licre alone tliy lionc.st pride, 

'idle pride that prv>inpts tliy litci arv cliacei 
VdiiJi unrt'miillng btrengih and rapid pace 
’Ids tliinc to run, and scorn to be denied! 

. 'J'lty early Genius, sjuin.fng 'i'ime’s controiil, 

Had leadiM, ere otiicrs start, >hc cl^btaiV 
IMarkin^r the bright career that thou liast nut, 

AVitli due reg.iul thy toils may OxJorJ see. 

And, •justly proud of her superior s(’n, 

^ Repray tl\6 honour that she boasts iii tlice. 

liibnund Ciirtii y^rhl, V. */. lS03./’c lit* 
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' to wait upon you in Leiceftejrfhire, or to fete 
you in Lonjlloi^* aflurc you in perlbn 

< I • 

that I am. 

With the greateft fincarity, &c.‘ 

W. JOWES. 

From the public occurrences in which Mr. 
Jones was engaged, I now turn .to adomeftic 
calamity, the death of his mother, which in- 
volved him in the deepell afflidlion.' If, a» a 
parent, fhe had the ftrongeft claims upon the 
■ gratitude and affetlion of her fon, the obliga-* 
tions of filial duty were never more cheerfully 
and zealoufly difcliargcd than by Mr. Jones. 
To her ablc‘inftrudion he was indebted for 
the firft rudiments ^of literature; fiic ^di- 
reeled his early' ftudics, formed his habits 
and his taftej and, by the clofeft atten- 
tion to economy, was enabled to promote his ‘ 
progrefs in learning by fupplying the funds 
for this purpofe. From the^ period of his 
obtaining a fellow.{hip, he had declined re- 

f 

ceiving any afli fiance from her purle ; and 
ds his profeffienal profits increafec^. his* own 
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was evfr at hft dlfpofal. IXiring his re!l-^* 
dence'at Oxford, the time whi^h he did not 
• emplojj in ftudy or college duties, was do- 
* voted to her i his attention was equally the 
refuft of principle and afiedlion. ^he was 
the confidant of his plans, hopes, and occu- 
pations, and he invariably confulted her on 
all oqcafions^, where his more important in- 
terefts were concerned- The kindnefs, as 
Well as ‘the fincerity of his afieiflion, was 
■fliewn in numberlefs inllances, which never 
^iled to attra(3: the obfervation of his friends 
and aflbeiates, although they are too minpte 
to be particularized, and the latisfa^ion which 
he derived from the diflin£rion*to which his 
abilities had raifed hint, was redouWe<J from 
the confideration that his mother participated 
in it. I regret that none of his letters to his 
mother have been preferved, as they would 

have exhibited an amiable and ftriking part 

* 

of his charadter^. 

• i transcribe the following memorandum from tho 
hand-writing of Mr. Jones : 

Anno ^Etat; G3.* • 

Resolved 
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The remaining correfpond^nce of this year 
between Mr Jones and his friends, ^ is not 
important : I feleft from it only twQ letters, 
which cannot fail to pleafe; ftlthough they* 
may not be particularly interefting. 


« 

Besohed to learn no more rudiments of an) kind, but 
to perfect myself in, 

First, 12 languages, as the means of ijeqiiiring accurate 
knowledge of the 

I. HLSTORY 
of 

1. Man. 2. Nature. 

II. ARTS. 

1. Rhetorlck. 2, Poetry. tk Painting. 4. MiisiTr.* 

III.' SCIENCES. 

l.Law. 2. IMatheinaties. 2. I)ialc\“tic. 

iL B. Every species of /nDmm knowledge nvw be re- 
duced to one or^other cf these di\iNions, Even Unr be- 
longs partlj to the ilibtc’ry of hlan, parily as a stleuce, 
to dialc'ctic. • 

ihe 12 languages arc, 

Greek, 

Latin, 

Italian, French, Spanish, Portugues e, 

Hebrew, AralJk, • 

•* Persian, 

Turkish, 

Gcnnan, English. 


1 7 *^- 0 . 



Mr. Jones to the* Bifhop of. St^. ASAPH. 

Hy LORD, JVbvemder 23,^1180. 

‘Had I not been prevented by 
particular buftnefs from writing to your lord- 
fhip on Tucfday evening and yefterday, I 
would have informed you before, that we 
had . done ourfelves the honour (and a very 
great one we fliall •ever efteem it) of elefting 
your lotdfliip a member of our club*. The 
eledlion was of courfc unanimous, and it was 
« carried with the fingere approbation and ea- 
gernefs of all prefent. I am forry to add, 
that Lord Camden and the Bifliop of Chgller 
were rcjedled. When Bilhops and Chan- 
cellors honour us with offering to*diae with, 
us at a tavern, it feems very extraordinary 
that wc Ibould ever rejetl luch an offer ; but 

- Generally knovn by tbc naine of the 7 
^7///?, lield ill (ierrard Street, So^ho. Tlic establishment 
of ihi'j club was first proposed by Sir Joshua Reynolds to 
'Burke and JohTfson, and the original niembers of it were 
the friends of these three. Vldie number of members 
Vas* gradually uicreascd to forty, comprehending merfTif 
ti^e nio.st di.slinguishcd tharaciers, and eminent for ihcir 
learning, tslents, and abilities. * 
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'there is no reafoning on the c? price of men. 
Ctf our club f will only fay, that there" is no 

t n 

l»‘an|;h of human knowledge, on which fomc 
of our members are not capable of giving in- 
formation, and I truil that as the honour 
will be ours, fo your lordfliip will receive 
fome pleafure from the company once a fort- 
night, of fome of our firft writep and critics, 
as well as our moll virtuous fenators and ac-' 
complilhed men. I think myfelf higlUy 
honoured in having been a member of this ’ 
fociety near ten years, and chiefly in having , 
contributed to add fuch names to the number 
of Q\xr friends as thofe of your lordlhip and 
lord Althorp.' I fpoke yellcrday in Weft- 
minllet-Kall for two ^ours and a half, on, a 
knotty point of law, and this morning for 
above an hour, on a very interelling public 
queftion; to-morrow I mull argue a great 
caufe, and am therefore obliged to conclude 
with afluring ^ 

Your lordlhip, that I am. 

With the highell, &c. 

' W. Jones. 
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TRe Bifhop of'St. ASABH^to Mr. 
JONES. 

m 

DEAR MR, Novembers!. 

You was prevenfed by Sir 
Jofliua Reynolds in your kind intentions of 
giving me the earlieft notice of the honour 
you. have dtjne me. I believe Mr. Fox will 
allow me to fay, 'that the honour of being 
Cledted Into the Turk’s-Head Club is not in- 
ferior to that of being the reprefentative of 
.Weftminfter or Surry, The eledtors are cer- 
tainly more dilintereiled, and I fhould fay 
they were much better judges of merii;, if 
they had not rejeded Lord* Camden and 
chofen me. I flatter tnyfelf with •the hopes 
of great pleafure and improvement in fuch 
ii fociety as you deferibe, which indeed is the 
only club of which ever wiflied myfelf a 
member. , 

Though j[,am much flattered with hearing 
from you, I was delighted with the caufe of 
y^onr delaying to write*. Your talents hsJ^ 
fou'hd means, . by their own Weight, to op*<?a 
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‘the way to public notice anJ, employment, 

which could iiot long be Unit againft them. 

« • 1 

Vour pleadings for the nephew agaiufl; the 
daughter promife fomething yorj curious in 
the particulars of the cafe, which fcem« to 
call for great abilities to defenddt. 

I would not negledt the firfl: opportunity 
of anfwering your very obliging letter, 
though it being early poft day, I am forced 
to write in a greater hurry than -I cou]d 
wifli. 

I am, &c. 

J. Sr. A. 

After an interval. of fix years, we find 
Mr. Jones retrttcing his favourite haunts with 
the Ar;ibi*n mufes. He devoted the leifiye 
hours of the winter of 17S0-1 to complete 
his tranflation of fcvcii ancient poems of the 

higheft repute in Arabia^. Literature, po- 

• 

t 

At the beginning tlie seventh century, the Aim- 
bk language was brought to a high degree of perfection, 
by a sort of poetical rc.uu- ny, that usc^ to assemble at 
stated timc:> in a place c*Alled Oendh, where every poet 
jLLKhiccd his be a compi>.nion, and waK sure to nieef 
v/ijli the '.ii>p]r use tii.it it de>LrvcJ : the most excellept of 
these poems were transcribed in c:nu-av.icrb oP gold upon 
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iltics^ jJrofeflional ftudies and pra£tice^ay 
Kad a fhare of his attention ; ljut the princi- 
’pal otjedt of his hopes and ambitfon was the 
vacant feat on the bench in India, to which 
he 'looked forward with increafin^ anxiety. 
The marriage of Lord Althorp with Mifs 
Bingham, daughter of Lord Lucan, was too 
interefting an event to pafs unnoticed by Mr. 

Egyptian paper, aiul hung up hi the Temple of IMecca, 
A^Jience rhey were named Mozahebnt, or golden, and 
Moallakat, or .st:sj)c'nu\‘ci : the poems of this sort wet^ 
called Cas.se'ulas or Eclogues, seven of which are pre-* 
iverved in our libraries, aiui arc considered as the finest 
that were written before the time of Mohammed. 

Essay on the Poetry of the Eastern nations. 

Works, vol. X. p. 

# 

It may he L'ati.sfactory to the reader who does not po.s- 
sc‘.s ihc works of Sir Wm. Jones, to read^hls metrical 
i/ifitation of a passage in the 1th Eclogue. 

But ah ! thou kr.ow’st not in what youthful play, 

Our nights, beguifd with pleasure, swa^n away ; 

Gay songs, and cheeiful tales, deceiv’d the lime, 

^ And circling goblets madt a tuneful chime; 
vSweet was the draught, and swget the blooming maid, 
WJio touch’d her lyre beneath the fragrant shade; 

We sipp’d ulT morning purpled every plain ; 

The cUinsels slumber’d, but Ve sipp’d again ; 

* "i^he waking biids, that sung on every tree 

Tlieir early irotes, were not so blytlie as we. ^ 
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clones ; and he celebrated the nuptials pf his 
friend in a v^ry poetical , ode, under the titffe 
of the Muje recalled"^. This compdfition,' 
the didtate of friendfhip, antl_ offspring of 
genius, was written in the courfe of a, few 
hours. His poetic talents were alfo exerted 
in a caufe ever neareft to his heart, that of 
liberty : he reftrung the lyre of Alca:us, and 
produced a fhort odef in the genuine fpirit ■ 
of the patriot and poet, whom he imitated. 
Thefe were his amufements. The rcfult of 
his profeflional ftudies W'as an Effay on the 
Law of Bailments. He divided and treated 
the fubjeft under the diftindl heads of ana- 
lyfis^^ hiftory, tand synthefis ; and intimates 
an intention, if the method ufed in this tradt 
fhould be approved, and on the fuppofitidn 
of future Icifurc, to difeufs in the fame form 
every branch of E'nglifli law, civil and cri- 
minal, private and public ; aind he concludes 
the Effay with the following juft and elegant 
refledtions. 


* Works, vol. i.. p. 3S1. f Works, vol. x. p. 



Tlif great fyftem of jutifprixde’nce, Jjkp 

*.* thaf of the TJniverfe, confifts^of many fub- 

.«* ordinate fyftems, all of wfiicfe are con*- 

“ nedted by nice links and beautiful d#pen- 

“ ^encies j and each of them, as I have fully 
• • 
perfuaded myfclf, is reducible to a few 

plain elements^ either the wife maxims of 

national policy and general convenience, 

ot the pbjithe rules of our forefathers, 

which are fcldom deficient in wifdom or 

« • 

“ utility ; if LAW be a fcience^ and really 
deferve lb fublimc a name, it muft be 
“ founded on principle, and claim an ex- 
‘‘ alted rank in the empire of reafon ; but if 
“ it be merely an unconnedlejJ feries of dc- 
“ crees and ordinances, its ufe may remain, 
“• though its dignity b*e leflened ; and* he will 
V become the greatefl lawyer who has- the 
“ ftrongeft habitual, or artificial memory. In 
‘‘ pradlice, law-ceitainly employs t'vao of the 
“ mental faculties ; reafdn in the primary 
■“ invefligtlTlbn of points entirely ne-iv., and 
gicntbry^ in tranfmitting the rcafon of f age 
“* and learned men, to which our own ought 
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S* invariably to 'yield, if not from a becoming 
“ modefty, a^t leaft from a juft attention to 
** that obje<ft, for which all laws are flamed,* 
“ add all focieties inftituted, the gooo of 

“ MANKIND.” „ 

Nothing can more ftrongly evince the pre- 
dile6:ion of Mr. Jones for his profeflional 
ftudies, and his anxiety to acquire a know- 
ledge of the general principles ‘and prafiice 

of law, tlian a work which he undertook 

• 

about this period, the tranllation of an Ara- 
bian poem on the Mohammedan law of fuc- 
ceflion to the property of inteftates"^^ The 
fubje<ft of the original is dry', the diction ob- 
feure ; it exhi|)its no rhetorical flowers, no 
poetical ornament ; and even the partiality of 
Mr, Jones for Eaftern' literature could never 
have induced him to engage in a work of 
this nature, if he had not thought it con- 
nected with objecls of" information and uti- 
lity. In the exi^eCtation of obtaining the 
fituation of an Indian judge, ftiis law tradl 
igrobably recommended itfclf to his' not’c^ 

^ Works, vol. viii, p. 183. 


4 . 
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as he could uot but forefee that a knowledge^ 
Mphammedan lajiy would e^endal tp 
the performance of the duties o^ that fta- 
tlon# 

■ 

Tilhe reader will recollect: how luuch dte 

• • 

public attention was occupied in the ye^r 
1782, with the attempts to procure, by coa- 
Aitutional means, a reformation of parliam^t. 
It would have* been furpriling if Mr. Jones had 
remained an idle fpedlator on an occalioa, 
which of all others was moft interefling to 
his feelings. Led by his profeilional iludies 
to an enthutiaftic veneration for the princi- 
ples of the conftitution of his country, he 
was anxious that the form of h ihould iiT all 
relpe^ls correfpond with them ; Imt, as the 
“ form in a courfe of years is apt tp deviate 
widely from the fpirit, it became (in his 
“ opinion) expedient almoft every century 
*• ,to reftore its genuine purity and lovelinefs.”, 
Thefe fentiments he expreifed in a ipeech tp 
the iuhabita^s of the counties of Mid^elex 
apdJSurfy, the cities of London' and Wefliu. 
mihiler, and the borough of. §outhwark, aJljr 

Uft—Y, . A f 
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'ftmbled at the London Tavern on* the a 8th 
of May, 17^2, to copfidcr on the meins 
of procul-ing a reformation of pariiamenf. 
The firft refolution adopted by the meeting, , 
and in which he exprelTed his moft hacere 
concurrence, was, that petitions ought to be 
prepared for a more complete reprefentation 
. of the people} and the poHtion which he 
endeavoured to imprels upon the minds ojf 
his audience was this, that the fpirit of our 
conftitution requires a reprefentation of th? 
people, nearly equal, and nearly univerfal. 

- 9 

This fpeech has long been before the public, 
and I (hall therefore only notice his declara- 
tion in the advertifement prefixed to it, that, 
“ what i offence the publication might give, 

% I 

‘‘ cither in part, or in the whole, was'^the 
“ laft and leaft of his cares: his fir/1 and 
“ greateft w'as to fpcak on all occafions what. 
“ he conceived to be juft and true and 
the conclufion, m which he tells his audience 
that “ the people of England can only expert 
to be happy, and moft gloripus, while 'they 
ar6 the fr^eft, and can only become^the 
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fre^y'when they fliall be die moft 
*‘*‘tuou8 and moft et^lightened^of nations.” 
It was' about the fame period thal he com- 
. pofed a very fpirited ode, in iinitatioii^o|l Cal- 
liftmtus, which has appcfared in a variety of 
periodical publications, and is publifhed in 
his works*. 

In the fummer of this year, Mr. Jones, 
again vifked France, in the intention of pro- 
ceeding (hence to America. The object of 
this journey was profefTtonal, to procure the' 
^reftitption of a very large eftate of a client 
and friend, which had been attached hy an 
<M:der of the States, who, had threatened, jhe 
confifcadon of the property, urilefs the owner 
appeared in perfon to claim it. Thi^ objedl 
is htientioned by Mr. Jones in his corrdpbnd- 
ence, and his own evidence will be conclu- 

‘ five againft fome furmifes and infinuations, 

, ■» 

which were propagated reQ)e(fting the mo- 

• 

tives of his intended journey. The irrefolu- 

tion of his friend,- increased by indifpofition, 

» 

Iflteftented tho execution of the plsm; arHS"* 
» \ 

* * * VoUx. p. 391.’ • *• 
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'MS'. after hating p rowed a paflporl 

< ' * 
ntntt FranMja, the American minifter -at the 

court of France, returned to England through 

Normaindy and Holland. . , 

For other details relating to his life, jflur- 

ing the years tySi and 1782, I refer to hb 

correlpondence. 

Mr. JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. ■ 

DEAR SIR, 

I take the Kberty to fend you 
(as rtiy Arabian poets are not yet ready to. 
wait upon you) a paraphrafe of a Greek 
fragment, Which cathc into my head this 
fpring in my** way to Wales*. I tbhSkt ixo 

^ Ip his journey' through life, Mr. Jones seldom o,^er- 
looked tht opportunities of gathering the flowers which 
<!:hance presented, or of “displaying, for the entertainment 
of his friends, the stores which he had collected. A 
variety of poetical compositions vjas produced by him 
during his circuits, tp enliven the intervals of legal la- 
bour. Of tliese a few have been preserved, and amongst 
them the following elegant song, the dfrspring of genius 
and innocent gaiety. It* was written by Mr. Jones, some 
rs before ^he period of his life at x'hich I airf n(f^ 
agrived, when he was a very young man, during on6 of 
his first circuits, for the express purpose of being sung 
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j 

ckiii^< you^ condnmi^ to ctUtivate 

Mufes; by whom yon are fo higjily 

• * . • 

» 

at a kind of fete champetre, which the barristers hfld oa 
the banks of the* Wye. 

t 

Fair Tivy, how sweet are thy waves gently flbwlng^ 

Thy wild oaken woods, and green eglantine bowers. 
Thy banks with the blush-rose and amaranth glowing, 
While friendship and mirth claim these labourless hours! 
Yet w'eak is ou^ vaunt, while something we want. 

More sweet than the pleasure which prospects can give; 
Come, SIT' lie, damsels of Cardigan, 

• , Love can alone make it blissful to live. 

'How sweet is the odour of jasmine and roses. 

That Zephyr around us so lavishly flings ! 
erhaps for Bleanpant ^ fresh perfume he composes. 

Or tidings from Bronwithf auspiciously brings; 

Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 

More sweet than the pleasure which odours can give!? 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 

Love can alone make it blissful to live. • 

• « • 

Hofv sweet was the strain that enliven’d the spirit. 

And cheer’d us with numbers so frolic and free ! 

The poet is absent; be just to his merit; 

Ah ! may he in love be more happy than we; 

Fof weak is our vaunts while*something we want. 

More sweet than the pleasure the viuses can give ; 

Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 

Love can aTone make it blissful to live. 



The 8cat of W. Brigstocke, E*q. 
f T^e seat of Thoi, XJoyd, * • 
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•infl htpe you will &om time * to tiiiie Jtr&n£> 

mit the fruit /jf their &vours to, &c. * 

• < , 
, WiLLiAM Jones. 

How gay is, the circle of friends round a table, 

Where sfatel^ Kilgarran* o’erhangs the brown dale} 
Where none are unwilling, and few are unable. 

To sing a wild song, or repeat a wild tale ! 

Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 

More sweet than the pleasure ttisit^/nendsAip can give: 
Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 

Love can alone make it blis*sful to live. 

No longer then pore over dark gothic pages. 

To cull a rude gibberish from Neatham or Brooke; 
Leave year-books and parchments to grey-bearded sages ; 

Be nature and love, and feiir woman, our book; • * 
For weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 

More sweet than the pleasure that learning can give; 

^ ’ Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 

Love can alone make it blissful to live. 

Admit tiiaf our labours weye crown’d with full measiyc. 
And gold were the fruit of rhetorical flow’rs, ' 
That India supplied us wdtli long-hoarded treasure, 

That Dinevorf, SlebeckJ, and Coidsmore|| were ours ; 
Yet weak is our vaunt, while something we want. 

More sweet than the pleasfire niches can give; 

Como, smile, •damsels of Cardigan, 

Love can alpne make it blissful to live. 

* A ruia of a castle on the banks of the Tivy. « 
f Seat of Lord Dinevor*^, near Landelo, «n Ca^Ina^thcn^ * ' 

J Seat of Philips, Esq. near Haverfprd West. • 

l| Scat of I’hoirtas IJoyd, Esq. near Cardigan. ^ *• 
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Trom the Bifhop 6f St. to 

Mr. JONES. . 

t * 

. DEAR SIR, M(fj/ 28, 1781. 

• > 

You have my heft and ear- 

lieft thanks for your ode in the true Grecian 

tafle and fpirit. I remember to have feen a 

« « 

fragment of Alcxus, but I cannot find it in 
i^riftidcs, of \vhom I have only Cantern’s 
.fmall edition. The feed you found there you • 
have quickened by the warmth of true genius 
into a noble production. I cannot help ob- 
ferving that Alcaeus, like other good poets 
and patriots, was condemned /or life to be 
in the minority. I am, &c., 

• m. m 

J. St. Asaph, 


Or say, that, preferring fair Thames to fair Tivy, 

^We gainM the briglit ermine robes, purple and red } 
And peep’d thro’ long perukes, like owlets thro’ ity, 

, Or say, thatjv^ght coronets blaz’d on our head J 
Y et w'eak is our vaunt, while something w-e want, 

sweet than the pleasure that honours can give ; ^ 
a Come, smile, damsels of Cardigan, 
e can alone make it bliisful to live. 
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• r hope you ■will not forget, ^hat wheti you 
have leiiure, r^our friends at Twyford will 
be very happy to fee you. 


Mr, BURKE to Mr. JONES. 

I do not know how I can 
julHfy myfelf in the liberty I' take with 
you, but confiding in your humanity and 
condefcenfion, I beg, if you have leifulre 
for it, that you would be fo kind as to break- 
fall with me, and alfift me with your opinion’ 
and advice on the conduct of the , Bengal 

Bill.* The natives of the Eaft, to whofe li- 

« 

terature you have done fo much juftice, arc 
particularly under your protedlion for thdir 
rights. I have the honour to be, with the 
higheft efteem and regard, dear Sir, 

Your moll faithful and pbedient 
humble fervant, 

E D M t ' N Yf-B u R K E . 



» Mr. JONES to -H. A. SCpULTENS. 

JuMf ^ 1*7 81 . 

, • You are not Ignorant my 
fentSments on this moll abominable jnrar ; the 
enclofed imitation of an ode of Alcsus will 
clearly prove my deteftatiOn of tyranny, my 
zeal and exertions in the caufe of liberty. 
•Literature, which is, and ought to be, ever 
connected with humanity, will never, I truft, 
be degraded by a fratricidal war between the 
.liCarned, particularly thofe who purfue the 
fame ftudies. Do you therefore, though a 
native of Holland, preferve that afiedlioi^for 
me, which I, an Englilhman, have, and 
fhall ever retain for yoy. • . 

I have tranllated into Englilh, without the 
omifllon of a fingle line, the feven Jufpended 
poems of our Arabs, ^and mean to publilh 
tlie whole with notes, and, a differtation on 
the ancient^ iponuments of Arabia, in the 
next fummer vacation. . 

a 

*,]r poflefs thfe Commentary of Tabrizi j and* 

•• 

* * A]>pendix, No. 37. , 
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I have been obligingly furnilbed fronouTri- 
niiy GollegCj^t Cambridge, with the Paral 
phrafe of kouzini, and his ihort and excel- ' 

f » 

lent notes. At Oxford, we baye the notes 

and Perf^c verflon of Sadi, the Scholia of 

Aniari, and the fine edition of Obeidolla; 

but 1 am anxipus to infpet^ all editions and 

commentaries. Your illuilrious grandfather, 

* • 

for whofe memory, as in duty bound, I pre- • 
ferye the greateft refpedl, pronounces thefe 
poems worthy of immortality, .and lays* if • 
1 do not miflake, that he tranfcribed the ma- 

• i 

nufcript of Nahafi, at Leyden, for his own 
ufe. 1 alfo obferved in the copious catalogue 
of the SchultLnfian library, (one copy of 



thefe words, 6990. The feven Moallak'at 
Arabic, moft beautifully written.” Has 
this been purchafed by any one ? at what 
price will it be difpofed of ? I lament that 'I 
did not buy it* but being tied up at that time 

myfelf, by various important occupations, I 

< 

“TSJiidd not beftow a thought on the fuJpeAd^ 
ptjlems. . • ^ ■ 
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me, 1 befeech y<pu, in the nam* of 
tlie Mufes, with materials for ^eifeding my 

* work ; colleft from your ftores an^ notes, or 

• » 

, yaribus readings which you may poflS^ and 

communicate them to me. 1 have mentioned 

in my preliminary difcourfe, your FhUaralwt 

family*, and have more to fay about it both 

, * Albert Schultens the grandfather, and J* J. Schul- 

tens, the father of the person to whom this letter is ad- 
dressed, ^ere both distinguished for their knowledge of 
Oriental, particularly Arabic, literature. The former was 
a German divine, born at Groningen, and taught He- 

• brew and the Oriental lariguages at Leyden, with great 

reputation for many years before his death, which hap*- 
j^ened in 1741. He composed many works which shew 
profound learning and just criticism. Biog. He 

translated and explained the fifty dissertations of Hariri, 
although he sent abroad but few of them, and published 
/Aicient Memorials of AraWa, which Sir am Jones 
notices in an anniversary discourse delivered before the 
. Asiatic society, in Calcutta, as the most pleasing of all 

his works. Of J. J. Schulrens his son, I have little in- 
formation. In Reiske’s correspondence, published by his 
widow, there is one letter from him dated Herborn, 1748, 
which manifests no ordinary’' zeai in the writer for the 
promotion of Arabic literature. I have no account of 
any publications by him, excepting two academical dis- , 

sertatiorA. The learning anJ labours of H. A. Schul- 
^ ^ ^ % 
tfns, are sufficiently apparent from his own letters and 

^ha>e of Mr. Jones. • , ♦# 
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aiftd iM^nouraWe. I wifii ^partlculiarly to 

‘ « 

know whethey any of the fcTeh poemif, ex- 
cepting thofe of Amr^oJkais and Tarafa, will* 
he publiflied in Holland. You lhall receive 
my book,, which will be elegantly bound»* by 
Bamngarteh. 

My mother, whom I moft tenderly loved, 
was ever in my opinion the beft^of women; 

I trnft fhe is now the happieft. But my af- ' 
fli6iion for her lofs is inconfolablc. • I IhaH 
be moft happy to hear that you and your ■ 
wife are well, and the early gratification of. , 
my wiihes will be an additional pleafure. 

« 

Mr. JONES to Mr. GIBBON. 

• • Lamb's building Sy Ju/te 30tfi, 

DEAR SIR, 

I have more than once 
fought, without having |)cen fo fortunate as 
to obtain, a propej" oppojftunity of thanking 
I you very fincerely for the elegan{ ^mpliinent 
' which you pay me,, in a work abounding ill 
*^egance of all kinds. ' ^ 

I 

“My Seven Ar&bian Poets will fee, the light 
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befca^ liext winter, and be proud to* wa^ 
Upon* you in tbar EngU& drefg. Tbeir wiid 

a ^ 

‘prodiiAions will, I flatter myfelf, 1>e thought 
• • 
intdrelling, and not Teneralde merely on ao* 

coupt of" tbeir antiquity. ^ 

In the mean while, let me lequcft yon Jto 

honour me with accepting a copy o£ a Ia%» 

Traft, whip h is not yet publifhed : the fab- 

•jeft is fo generally important, that I make 

no apology for fending you a profcfli'on^ 

work. 

You muft pardon my inveterate hatred of 

C. Oilavianus, bafeiy fumamed Auguflus. 

I feel myfelf unable to forgive the death of 

Cicero, which, if he did not promote, he 

might have prevented. Befides, e^n Mecae- 

nSs knew the cruelty of his dilpolition, and 

■ventured to reproach him with it. In ihort, 

I have not Chriftian charity for him. 

• With regard to Afiatic letters, a .neceflary at- 

tention to my profellion wifi compel me whol- 
• * 

ly and eternally to abandon them, unlefs Lord 
NtJlrth (to whom I am already under no fma.l^ 
obligation) fhouUl think me >v;orthy to coneur 
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m tlusi improved' adminlftration of jUftice ia 

f* 

B^gal» and ^ould appoint me to fupply tb*e 
vacancy cfti the India Bench. Were, that* 
appointment to take place this year, ,1 lOhould 

t 

probably travel, for fpeed, through past. , of 
£gypt and Arabia, and ihould be able, in 
my way, to procure many Eallern tca^s of 
literatmre and jurifprudence. I might be- 

^ k. 

come a good Mahomedan lawyer before I, 
reached Calcutta, and, in my vacations, 
ihould find leifure to explain, in my native . 
language, whatever the Arabs, Perfians, and 
Turks, have written on fcience, hiftory, and 
the fine arts. 

My happinefs by no means depends on 
obtaining,this appointment, as 1 am in eafy 

* e- €* 

circumfiances without my profeffion, and 
have flattering profpetis in it ; but if the pre- 
fent fummer and the enfuing autumn elapfe 
without my receiving any artl’wer, favourable 

t 

or unfavourable, 'I ihall be forced to confider 
that filence as a polite refufal, and, having 
»-^K'en fincere thanks, for pail favours, fliaU 
entirely drop a}l thoughts of 



m 

** <le<^ is ever plammet founded, fliall 
** mf Ferfian boolfs.” If my polkies have 
given offence, it wouid be manl^ in muaf* 
ters to tell me fo. 1 lhall never be pefr^ntdly 

f 

hoffile to them, nor enlift under party 
ners of any colour ; but 1 will never relign 
my opinions for intemji, though 1 wotild 
cheerfully abandon them on convi&ion. My 
reafon, fucli as it is, can only be cmitrolled 
by better reafon, to which I am ever open. 
As to my freedom of thought, fpeech, and 
adion, I (hall ever fay what Cliarles XII. 
wrote under the map of Riga, “ Dieu me 
I’a donneej le diable ne me I’otera pas.” But 
the fair anfwer to this obje<ftk)n is, that my 
fyftem is purely fpeculative, and l^s^no rela- 
tion to my feat on the bench in India, where 
■I ihould hardly think of inflruifting the Gen- 
toos in the maxims of the Athenians. I bo> 
keve I ihould Yiot have troubled you with 
this letter, if I did not fear that your attend- 
ance in parliament might deprive me of the 
pkafure of jneeting you at the club r^xt 
'f'uefday; and I lhall go tq Oxford a iiiw 
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(ia^itt jiker. Ac all times, aad ia all) places, 
1 ^aU ever ^e, with uiididembled rcjgardv 
drar Sir, *your much obliged and faidifi^ 
imrant, 

f 

'• - . W. JONES„ 

*nie Bidlop of St. ASAPH to Mr. 
JONES. 

i 

Z>£AR SIR ; 'Nov. S, nSl. 

A letter from you is always 

welcome, come fooner or later; yet I cannot 

help rejmcing at that ceafelefs hiury of buii-p 

nefs, which occalioned your delay in writing, 

and made me lofe a very valuable vifit. 

« 

Riches and reputation, after Ihewing a little 
coynefs at hrft, are now making their ad« 

* c r 

vances att a very great rate, and will foon he 
as lavilh of 'their charms as you could jwifib ; 
yet I know you think too libea'ally, to iet 
either your friends or your liberty fuffer by 
thdbr engroding you too much. 

1 thank you for the nuptial ode, which,, 
tunwidiftanding its incorredlnels, which yoes 
need not >cQmplain of, is the mod genui^ne 



imitationi of Pindar 1 have «ver feea. 
di>n’t JSnow whether. I can aflea^ to your Orw ^ 

ticifm*on the word replete^ thart if is never 

.« * 
ufed* in a good fenfe. Were it left to me* 

f 

1 wpuld ufe it in no fenfe. It has but little 
meaning. It was never naturalized in con^ 
verfation> or in profe, and 1 think makes no 
figure in verfe. 

I have another jjrefent of value to thank 
you for,— your eflay on the Law of Bail- 
ments. To own the truth, your name to the" 
adv^rtifement made me impatient, and I had 
*fent for it and read it before. It appears to 
me to be clear, juft, and accurate, I mean as 
clear as the fubjeft will permit. Aly want 

of law language, and perhaps of ajegal un- 
.1 ^ 
derftanding, made me feel great difficulty in 

following you through your very ingenious 

^ diftindfions and confequences, of which I' 

thpught I could perceive the folidity, I fore- 

m 

tell that this will be your laft work. For thsj 
fhture your bufinefs and the public will allow 
yoj^to d^rite no more. . » 

Though I * fear it will nqt be conflfteat 
JJfe-VX . B B • 
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iMtlji yottT fcmployment in Weftminker-Hal^ 

* • • 

I cannot help telling you, Aat for as*man’y 
days as you can fpare between this time antf 
the meeting, of parliament yo,u will fihd a 
warm and a hearty welcome at Chijfool- 
ton. Mrs. Shipley and her daughters de- 
fire their compliments, and join in the invi- 
tation, I am, &c. 

I , 

. J. St. Asapk. • 


Mr, JONES to Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 


DEAR SIR ; 


Dec. 20, 17S1. 


Since I received your obliging 
letter an interval of fix months has elapfed, 
but in all thkt interval, I liave either been 
deeply, «igaged in profeffional labours,, or 
confined by illnefs : I have enjoyed no reft. 
At this moment I am flowly recovering from 

a fevere inflammatory diforder ; yet your let- • 

• ^ 

ter and your fine fonnets have remained con- 
ftantly on my mind, and I now take up my 
pen to thank you pioft warmly for the plca- 
ftlre which they have given me. I hope^y 
fl^end Watfou has feen the noblq wreath of 
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laurel ^wiiich )tour animated mufe has 
for him. 1 entreat* you to me the two 

• K ^ 

other^ which I long to fee. The few c^ies 
which were printed of the Tatin ode are fo 
dil^rfed, that 1 have npt one fiir raylelf* 
and would print a few more* if a learned 
friend of mine had not engaged to pibUfh it 
with notes, ‘Jiiftorical and critical, for want of 
’which, it is in fome parts obfcure. You may 
depend on receiving one of the firft cc^ies that 
■ can fee the light, and my fcven Arabian poets 

• aviil wait upon you as. foon as the European 
dredes are finiihed. I take the liberty to .en- 
clofe an ode compofed without preparation, 
and almoll without any premeditation : it is 
the work of a few hoars. In truth, - when I 
attended the wedding, I had no thought of 
writing, but the young ladies would not 
hear of an cxcufe:, you muft tlierefore 
make all due allowance fqr poetry by com- 
pulHon. 

, • 1 am, 8cc. 


2 fi >2 
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Mr. iO'&ES to Lo^d ALTHORP. 

t Jamiarj/ ^ 178 ^ 2 . 

O la hella cofa ilfar niehte ! This was 
my exelafhation, ray dear Lord, on the r2th 
of laft month, when I found myfelf, as I 
thoughlf at liberty to be a rambler, or^an 
idler, or any thing I pleafed : bvK my mal di 
gola took ample revenge' for my abufe and' 
contempt of it, when I wrote to you, by 
confining me twelve days with a fever and ' 
quinfey : and I am now fo cramped by the , 
approaching feifion at Oxford, that I cannot 
make any long excurfion. I enclofe my tra- 
gical fong of ** a fiicpherdefs going,” with 
Ma 2 zanti*s mufic, of .which my opinion, at 
prefent is, that the modulation is very artifi- 
ci^, and the harmony good, but that Pergo- 
lefi (whom the modern Italians arc fUch pup- 
pies as to undervalue) would have made 
more pathetic and heart-rendifig^ if I may 
compofe fuch a word. I long to ^ hear it 
fung by Mrs. Poyiitz. Pray prefent IfKe 
eticlofed, in nry name, to Lady AJthorp; I 
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hope.thit I &aU in a ihort time be abte Oi 

• • • 

tliinb of you, when I read tbefe charming 
* tines of Catullus* : * 

And sooa lohe completely blest. 

Soon may a young Torquatus rise||| 

Wlio, hanging on his mother’s breast, 

To his known sire shall turn his eyes. 
Outstretch his infant arms awhile. 

Half ope his little lips and smile. 

•» (Printed TranslatimJ 

, Whaf a beautiful picture ! can Dominl- 
. chino equal it ? How weak are all arts in‘ 
comparifon of poetry and rhetoric ! Inllead 
however of Torquatus^ I would read Spen- 
ccrus. Do you not think that I have dif- 
covered the true ufe of the fine arts, namely, 
in relaxing the mind after toil ? JMan was 
barn for labour \ his configuration, his paf- 
fions, his reftlefsnefs, all prove it ; but labour 
would wear him out, and the purpofe of it 

^ The original is quoted by lyir. Jones : — 

Torquatus volo parvulus, 

Matris e gremio suse 
Porrigens teneras manus, 
ijulee rkieat ad patrcm, 

Se4:ni-hia2Uc hbcllo. « ^ 
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* 

r 

1|9 dtifeated, if he had not Intervals of 

< 

Jhtei and Uriels that pleafure be inmcetit, 
both he aiTd fociety mull Now wbal ' 

pleafures are more harmlefs, if they be no- 
thing elfe^p^thaa thofe afforded by polite arts 
and polite literature ? Love was given us by 
the Author of our being as the reward of 
virtue, and the folace of care ; but the bafe 
and fordid forms of artificial, (which I op-, 
pofe to natural^ fociety in which we live, 
have encircled that heavenly rofe with fo . 
many thorns, that the wealthy alone can ga- 
ther it with prudence. On the other hand, 
mere pleafure, to which the idle are not juft- 
ly entitled, foon fatiates, and leaves a vacuity 
in the mind more unpleafant than actual 
pain. A juft mixture, or interchange of la- 
hour and pleafures, appears alone conducive 
to fuch happinefs as this life affords. Fare- 
well. I have no room to add my ufeiefe 
name, and ftiU more ufelefs profeffions of 

4l 

friendlhip. 

. ‘The fentimeijts expreffed in this letter do 
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credit td the heart uad^rftaftdlog^ of 
Jones ; they exhibit the p^iirei|eelii}gs of am 

'uncorruptcd mind ; but in giving them to 

« • 

the^pubUc, l^deem it a duty to ob^orve, that 
thovgl^ a juft mixture of labours fnd plea- 
fures, (fuch innocent pleaftires as Mr. Jones 
defcribes, and fuch only as he ever enjoyed^) 
Is greatly cfmducive to the happinefs of this 
the true foundation of reid happineft 
muft be fought in a higher fource. In the 
• unpremeditated effufions of friendly corre- 
^ fpondence, expreffions are not to be ferupu- 
loufly weighed, nor rigoroufly criticifed ; 
but I fed a confidence, which the reader, if 
he perufes the whole of thefe tnemoirs, will 
participate with me, t^t Mr. Jones, would 
hive Iiimfelf approved the obfervation which 
I have made upon his letter. 

In March of this year, a propolal was 

^ • 

nfade to Mr. Jones, to become a member of 

I 

the fociety for,conftitutional information, and 

it appears from a letter wfiich he wrote to the 

* 

feWetary of the fociety, in reply, that fie 
readily accepted it. To prove that ho vfAi 
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Hot i^^^Iefs of the obje<fts the^fod^y^? 
hiMtution, f fliort time afterwards He a^- 
dreffed a fecond letter to the fecreta^, for 
the exprefe purpofc of confuting fome doc- 
trines in^he writings of the celebrated Kbld- 
ing, which he thought dangerous to the con- 
ilitutipn of England j I infert both from a 
periodical publication of 1787^ in which 
they have been preferved-, 

• 

[Mr. JONES to Mr. THOMAS YEATES. ' 

SHj-- I.amb's liuildiugs, /Ipril ‘25, 

It was not till within thefe very 
few^days that T received, on my return from 
the circuit, your obliging letter, dated the 
1 8th of March, which^. had 1 been fo fortur^ate 
as to receive earlier, I fhould have made a 
point of anfwering immediately. The fo- 
ciety for conftitutional information, by cled- 
ing me one of their members, will conier 
upon me an honour which I jm wholly un- 
confeious of defervjng, hut whicli is fo flat- 
tering to me, that I Accept of their offer 
plfcafure and gratitude. I fhoultl iijdeed long 
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ago hav<e teftified my regard for fojaybl IK 

^ * *■ 

inftitution by an offer of xny fumble ierviee 
iii promoting it, if I had not ri^ly ’despair* 
cd’in my pr?fent fituation of being ilde io 
attend your meetings as often as 1 ihoiihl ai^ 
dently -wifti. 

My future Hfe fhall certainly he. delated 
to the fupport of that excellent eonffifutioit* 
which it is the obje<Sl of your fociety to un- 
ifold and elucidate ; and from this refolution 
long and deliberately made, no profpeds, 

^ connedions, no ftation here or ^broad, no 
fear of danger, or hope of advantage to my» 
felf, fliall ever deter or allure me. 

A form of government fo nppareptly con- 
ducive to the true happinefs of the ^Commu- 
nity, mud be admired as foon as it is under- 
■ftood, and if reafon and virtue have any i 

influence in human breads, ought to be pre- 
^ T 

‘'ferve J by any exertions, and at any hazard. ^ 

y 

Care mud now be taken, led by reducing ^ 
the regal povrer to its jud level, we rail© the* 
'liridocratica'l to a dangerous height j fmte it* 
is' from, the people that v/e can deduce »the 
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out laws, aud the aothoritT; of 

raag^ftrstes. ^ . ’ 

( 

Oa the*^ people depend the -welfare, the ' 
fectmt7> and the permanence of every legal 
government; in the people muft refide.^ll 
fubftantial power ; and to the people mull all 
thofe, in -whofe ability and knowledge we 
imnetimea wifely, often imprudently confide, 
bo always accountable for the due excrcife of 
that power with which they are for a tim^ 
entrufted. 

If the properties of all good government , 
l)C confidered as duly dillributed in the dif- 
ferent parts of our limited republic, good- 
1 

nefs ought to be the dillinguilhed attribute 
of the crown, wifdom of the ariftocracy, byt 
power and fortitude of the people. 

May juftice and humanity prevail in them 
all ! 


I am. Sir, 

Your A'ery faithful and obedient fervant, 

c 

\V. Jones. 



Mr. .JONES to Mr. THOMAS TElTiSi 

Lamb's Buildings, Tcntplg, Jmc 1, 1183. 

’ • 

SIR, • 

< 1 lately met with fometiao* 

gejpus dodtnne concerning the conftitution 
of England, in the works of an admired 
Engllfh writer; the dodlrlne fo dangerous* 
that an immediate confutation of it feems 
. highly neceffary, and the writer fo admired.* 
that his^ opinions, good or bad, muft natu* 
. rally have a very general influence. It was 
the opinion, in fhort, of the late ingenious 
Henry Fielding, that “ the conftitution of this 
“ ifland was nothing fixed, but juft as vari- 
" able as its weather," and he^ treats tbc*con- 
trary notion as a ridiculous crror^: now if 
this doctrine be well* founded, our fociety 
will foon, 1 imagine, think it wife to diflblve 
thcmfelves, fince it is hardly confiftent with 
the gravity of fenfiblfe men to colle£l and 
impart information like thfe makers of alma- 
nacks, upon any thing fo uncertain as the 
'MAeather ; if ,on the other hand, the error^be 
palpably on., the fide of Mr. Fielding, you 
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|i«t only proceed with affiduity in. your 
laudable dellpi of rendering our conHitutioli 

univerfally known, but will be at leaft equal* 

* 

in ufefulnefs and true dignity to any fociety 
that evet was formed. His words are th«fe, 
in the preface to his tradl^, “ On the Increafe 
“ of Robberies,” dedicated to Lord Chan- 
cellor Hardwicke; “ There is nothing fo 
** much talked of and fo little underftood in . 
this country, as the conftitution. . It is a 
word in the mouth of every man ; and • 
“ yet when w e come to difeourfe of the mat- 

-I 

“ ter, there is no fubjc£t on which our ideas 
“ are more confufed and perplexed. Some, 

*• when they Ipeak-of the conftitution, con- 
fine th^r notions to the law ; others to the 

* t r 

" legiflaturc ; others, again, to the goverU- 
ing or executive part ; and many there 
** are who jumble all thefe together in one 
‘‘ idea. One error however is common to 
them all ; for al\ feem to have the concep-. 

“ tion of fomething uniform and permanent, 

** is if the conftitution of England partock 

r 

•* dither of the pature of the foil than of ih© 



** dimatb, and was as and 

* * * . * 

the*^former, not as changing, and vaiaaiblt 

“ as the latter. Now in this wortf, the con+ 
** ilttution, are included the originid and 
** ftindamental law of the kingdom, ’ fi’om 
“ wherlce all powers arc derived, and by 
** which they are circumlcribed ; all legiHa- 
** tive and qxecutive authority, all thofe mu- 

• “ nicipal provifions, which are commonly 
'^..called- laws ; and laftly, the cuftoms, man- 

• “ ners, and habits of the people. Thefe* 

joined togetheV do, I apprehend, form the 
“ political, as the feveral membea^ of the 
body, the animal economy, with the.Jau- 
*• mours and habit, compofe«that which is 

** called the natural conftituticn.” • 

* • • 

^ * He adds a paragraph or two of elegant, 

but idle alliifions to the Platonic philofophy, 

as if we lived under the polity of Plato, not 

fn the days of William the Norman. . Now 

of all words eafy to be comprehended, the 

eafieft, in my humble opinion, is the -word . 
• , * * 
dCnftitution j it is the great fyftcm of public , 

in contre^-diftindion to private and crimij^al 
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♦ 

^*1% tSlid comprires all chofe articl^l trlucfi 

* i • 

Mac^one anrang«s ia his firft volume, under 
the rights perfons, and of which he gives* « 
a perfpicuous analyfis. Whatever then re- • 
lates to the rights of perfons, either ahfishite 
rights, as the enjoyment of liberty, fecurity, 
and property, or relative, that is in the pub- 
lic rdadons of magiftrates and pepple, makes 
a part of that majeftic whole, which we pro-* 
perly call the conftitution. Of thofe magif> 
trates fome are fubordinate, and fome fu- - 
pteme; as the legiflative or parliament, which • 
cnight to condil of delegates from every inde- 
pendent voice in the nation; and the execu- 

V 

tive or the king, whole legal rights for the 
general ^ good are called prerogative. Tjie 
people are the aggregate body or community,,^ 
and are in an eccleliaftical, civil, military, or 
maritime fiate. 

This conllitutional or public law is partly 
unwritten, and grounded upon immemorial 
. ufage, and partly written or enaded by the 
I kgfllative power, but” the unwritten or coi& 
mOQ law contains the true fpirit ' of ,our cbn- 
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ftltutloif: the writteti has often moft ui!i§ij|l 
altered the •form of it 4 the toifuixiia 

* law is the coHe6^d wiidom of nfitrf cc»d»> 

♦ . • 

riesi having ^bcen ufed and aj^roved 
cefjive generations, but the ftatutes fteqiienlljr 
contain the whims of a few lesuHng 
and femietimes of the mere individmds eiw* 


ployed to ,draw them ; laftly, the unwtitc^ 
• law is eminently favourable, ami the Wtitteti 
generally hoftile to the abfolute rights of 
perfons. 

^ , But though this ineilimable law be called 
unwritten, yet the only evidence of it is in 
writing preferved in the public records, judi- 
cial, official, and parliamentary, and ex- 
plained in works of acknowledged*apthority- 
,, Pofitive a<5ls of the legiflature may indeed 
change the form of the conftitution ; but as 


in the fyftem of private law, the narrowneis 

9 

br rigour of oiir forcnlic rules- may be en- 
larged or fcrftcned by the interpOfition of ^ 
parliament, (for ‘ our courts of cjcjuity are • 
^olly of a different nature,) fo all legiflitive • 
prtfvifioqs, which oppofe the fpirit of 'She 
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«Qag|||^o% may bf corrcfl:ed agreeable to 
by the people* or nation al 
who-form asjt were, the high court ' 
of conflitutional equity; 
IH|4 their fenie muft be colledLed from the 
|Kirt|^ns w^ch they prefent, exprefled with 
modepttion and reipe£t> yet with all the 
firmn^ which their caufe jullifieSy and all 
1 ^^ dignity which truly becomes them. 

I am. Sir, 

' * • » 
Your very faithful humble fervant, 

W. Jones. 

Mr. JONES to the Bifhop of ASAPH. 

* « W7w2Wa/c;?2 Si'pf, is), 1782. 

MY I^RD, 

If your jLordlhip received my 

«i 

letter from Calais, you will not ' be much 
ftirpTifed to fee the date of this, and the place 
where I now am wanting, while Lady Spen>» 
cer b making morning vifits. Mr. and Mrs. 
Poyntz have this inftant left us. Lord Al- ‘ 
^oip being in Northamptonfhjre, I mufl: 
gi)j« myfelf fom^ confolation for my diiap- 
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pointmmt in mliHng him, by icribbU]% •« 
Uaes to him, as loon as JL have ilaiihed 
‘thefe with which I now trouble yodr lor<hhip. 
My'excurfion,to the United Provinces {ythkh 
ha& been the fubllitute for my intended ex- 
pedition to the United States') was extremely 
pleaftng and improving to me. I returned 
laft Monday, and finding all my friends dif- 
.perfcd in various parts of England, am go- 
ijig for, a few days into Buckinghamlhire, 

. whence 1 fhall go to Oxford, and mull con- 
tinue there till the Selfions. Should your 
lordlliip be in Hamplhire any time in Oc- 
tober, and Ihould it be in all refpedis con- 
venient to you, I will accept ibis year, with 
great pleafure, the obliging invitation to 
Chilbolton, which I was unfortunately pre- 
vented from accepting laft year. I lament 
the unhappy diflentions among our great 
men, and clearly fee tfie vanity of my anxi>» 

ous willi, that they would have played in 

• 

tune fome time longer in the political coo- 


The delays about the India judgelhip hame, 
Lit'e~y. i. pc' 
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it" is true, greatly injured me ; but ■<^ith my 
patience and alliduity, I uould eafily reipovef 
my loft ground. I muft however take the 
liberty here to allude to a moft obliging let- 
ter of your lordfhip from Chilbolton, which 
I received fo long ago as laft November, but 
was prevented from anfwering till you came 
to town. It was inexpreflibly flattering to 
me, but my intimate knowledge of the na- • 
ture of my profcflion, obliges me to afTurc 
you, that it requires the ichole man, and ad- • 
mits of no concurrent purfuits ; that, confe-, ^ 
quently, I muft cither give it up, or it will 
engrofs me lb much, that I fhall not for fome 
years be able N enjoy the fociety of my friends, 
or the fisfsets of liberty. Whether it be a 
wife part to liv’c uncomfortably, in order to 
die wealthy, is another qucllion ; but this 1 
know by experience, and have heard old 
pra£titionevs make the fame bbfervation, that 
a lawyer who is in earneft, muft be chained 
. to his chiUnbers and the bar for ten or twelve 
years together. In regard to your lordlhiflfs 
indulgent and flattering predidlion, tbat'*my 
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EfTay od Bailment would be my laft wtvrk« 
and t|iat for the future, buhnela^juid the pub-; 

’ lie would allow me to write no more, I doubt 

• • 

whether it yall be accomplilhed, whatever 
may be my practice or, lituation; fpr I have 
already prepared many tra<^s on jurifpru- 
dence; and when I fee the volumes written 
by Lord Qoke, whofe annual gains were 
- twelve or fourteen thoufand pounds, by Lord 
Bacon, -Sir Matthew Hale, and a number of 
judges and chancellors, I cannot think that I 
fliould be hurt in my profeflional career, by 
publifhing now and then a law traif upon 
fome interelling branch of the fcience ; and 
the fcience itfelf is indeed fo complex, that, 
without writing, which is the cbairi of me- 
rHory, it is impolTible to remember a thou- 
fandth part of what we read or hear-. Since 
it is my wilh therefore to become in time ai 
great a lawyer as Sulpicius, I fliall probably 
leave as many volumes of my works, as he 

is laid to have written. As to politics, I • 

• * 

begin to think, that the natural propenfoy 
* 

of men dlffent from one at;LOther, will poe- 


c 0 2 
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•vfent itt a Corrupt agC, from ufiiting in 

* • 

attjr laudalite ,‘defign j and ak prefent I; have 
ifidtl^ihg to do but to reji oft my earr, which 
the Greek philofophei's, I Ir^lieve, called 
a Word which, Cicero applies in fine 
of his letters to the fame fubje^f. 

My bell refpeAs to the ladies, for whom 
T would certainly liave brought:, forne Vir- 
ginia nightingales, if my weflcrn expedition ■ 
had taken place, flncc I was informed by tht 
captain, with whom I fliould have failed, 
that they might have been kept in the cabin , 
without any danger. 

I 

Mr. JONflS to Mr. Baron FYRE. 

DEAR Sir, , 2, 17^S2 

I have been in England about^ 
a fortnight, and was made happy by learn-- 
ing in John Street, that you had long been 
reftored to health .from the illnefs which con- 
. lined you, to my inexprelTiblp concern, at 
the time when I fer out for the Continent. 
Hie caufe of my return is, in few wor43, 
lifts; I ought to have forefeen, what I never- 



thelefk did not exped;» that the iame timidity 

• • ® ^ 

or imbecility, which made ®iy unhappy 
’friend declare, that he neither trould nor 
would go to^^Vii^inia without me, would 
ma^e him declare, when he faw the fails and 
the waves, that he neither would nor could 
go at all. A dread of fome imaginary dan- 
ger fo enervated him, that he kept his bed, 
•and wrote me word, that if he ftaid a week 
longer at Nantes, he ihould lofe his realbn 
•or his life. My expollulations had fome 
little effect, but there was no dependence, I 
found, on a man who had none, he confefT* 
cd, upon himfelfj and when I difcovered 
that no Ihip, with even tolerable accommo- 
dation, would fail till September, *fo that I 
cOuld not keep my word with my friends in 
F.ngland, by returning from America before 
the new year, I came back through Nor- 
rftandy about the’ middle of Augujft, and hav- 
ing a few weeks to fpare, made a very plea- 

iant and improving excurfion into^Holland, 

• • 

which I traverfed from •South to North. ’She 
detail of ijny 'expedition may^not perhaps* be 
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vnetitertaining to you, when I have the 

< < • 

pleafure of ^nveriing with you at l«fure*j 

and I am hot without hope of enjoying that’ 
^ • 

pleafure, if you continue at ^ufcombe," be- 
fore the^term begins. I ft ay here tillahe 
Sefllons are over, and would immediately 
after take my chance of finding you in Berk- 
ftiire, but am called upon to keep an old 

I * 

promife of vifiting the Bifhop Of St. Afaph. 
near Andover, and mull fpend a day or two 
with my friend Poyntz. 1 can eafily con- 
ceive how little time you can have to write 
letters, yet if you could find a moment to 
let me know how long you propofe to re- 
main in the cvjuntry, 1 would not be in your 
neighbpurhood without paying my refpe£ls 
fo yoy, and I would indeed have taken Rtif- 
■:ombc in my way to Oxford, if 1 had not 
been engaged to make a vdfit in Buckingham- 

i 

iliire. As to m^'felf, I find fuch diftradlion 
among my political friends, that I Ihould be 
glad (if J had no other motive) to be fixed in 
India, at the diftanec of i6,ooo miles from 

r 

eK their aninjofities, but I dm , unhappily 
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more ijofettlcd than ever; for **** wUes 
• « • - * 
Jnc word, that he has nothing more at heart 

than to open fome Atuatlon for rile in India. 
'§• 0 
What this means I know not, but it looks 

likcv Ibme new plan, which may probably 

hang undecided from felfion to fellipn. On 

the whole I greatly fear, that it would have 

been happ)^ for me, and perhaps for millions, 

if India had never exifted, or if we had 

kuown.as little of it as of Japan. 

Mr. JONES to Lord ALTHORP. 

MY DEAR LORD, Oc/. 5, 1782. 

Your friendly letter caught 
me in Buckinghamlhire, before 1 came to 
college, where I have been for fenje days foie 
governor, and almoft foie inhabitai^of Al- 
fred’s peaceful manlion, till Mr, Windham 
furprifed me agreeably, by coming with a 
•defign of pafling fome time in this acade- 
mical retreat. You, in tKe mean while, are 
taking healthful and pleafing exercife in Nor-^ 

folk, where. Mr, Eox, I underftand, is.alfo 
'• ''' 
flipoting^ partridges ; and you are both rq^^y. 
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ddubt, to turn your firelocks agaltift the 
3Dutch, fliould they make* their appearaifce in 
,your^ fields* when I was in Zealand they ex- 
pe£l:ed us, and if they Hand u{jon the cere- 
mony of {he firft vifit, we ihall not, I in5a- 
gine, meet very foon. 

In regard to my cxpe(fIation of feeing a 
little good attained for our miferable coun- 
try, I am not apt to be fanguine, but rather ■ 
inclined to fear the worft than to expe<5l: the 
bell. I rejoice, however, at the dijiruji con- 
ceived by many hoheft men of thofe now in. 
power ; my opinion is, that powerihonM always 
be dijlrujied, in whatever hands it is placed. 
As to Americjf, I know not what ***** 
thinks: bu# this I know, that the fturdy tranfiy:- 
lantic )^manry will neither be dragooned nor , 
bamboozled out of their liberty. His princi- , 
pies in regard to our internal government are, 

t 

unlefs I am deluded by his profeflions, fuchT 

*• 

as my reafon approves, and which is better, 
.fuch as I Ifnow to be^ approved in clear terms 
by our recorded conftirution. The friends o/ 
were toq •monarchical, arid ,thofe’of 



*»4* far too ariftocratical for me; a»d»l{it 

• ’ * ... * 

wer< poffible to feo an admini^ration too de- 

mocratical, I Ihould equally difliktfit. Thrae 

^ • 

muft be a niixturc of all the powers, in due 
pftoportions weighed and meafured by the. 
laws, or the nation cannot exift without 
mifery or fhame. I may write all this con- * 
fiftently wjth good manners and with friend- 
{hip, bfecaufe 1 know the excellence of your 
underftanding and foundncfs of your prin- 
ciples ; and independently of my prefump-' 
fion that all your aftions muft be wife and 
juft, I fee and applaud the motive which 
muft have induced you to rellgn an office, 
which vou were not at fir ft mmch inclined to 

j 

accept. I am confident alfo, that* you would 
as little endure a Swedilh monarchy, as a Ve- 
netian ari/hcracy. 1 cnclofe a little jeu 
d'ejprit * which 1 wrote at Paris. It was 

♦ The Jcu d"" esprit incntio^jtl here, la tJic dialogue 
between a i^amier and Cf’uiury Gentleman on the Prin* 
ciples of Government. Jn Dr. ’i'owcia’ Tract on 
Rightsi, of Juries, the folio\vng pa-iiage relating to 
occur.') : « • • 

After a Jhil of Indictment ha.l been found against 
Dian of St. Asaph, lor'tiie publication of the 



printed hero by a fociety, who, if .they 
will ftcCT clear of party, .will do more^ood 
to Britain, ' than all the philofophers and an- 
tiquanes of Somerfet Houfe. But to Ijpeak 
the truth, I greatly doubt, whether they, pr 
any other men in this country, can do it fub- 
Hantial good. The nation, as Dcmofthenes 
laid, will be fed like a confumptive patient, 
with chicken-broth and panada, which will 
neither fuffer him to expire, nor keep him 
wholly alive. As to myfelf, if my friends 
are refolved to aflail one another, inftead of 
concurring in any great and laudable effort 
for the general fafety, I have no courfe left, 
but to a£t and fpeak rightly to the heft of my 
undcrftandjiig ; but I have an additional 
motive for wifhing to obtain an office in 
India, where I might have fome profpeifl of 
contributing to the happinefs of millions, or 

^ edition which was nrinted in Wales, Sir William 
Jones sent a letter to J^ord Kenyon, then Chief Jiis- 
rice of Che.ster, in which he avowed himself to be the 
author of the dialogue, and maintained that cv'*ry po- 
“ sitibii in it was strictly conformable tO the laws and 
** coiisLitutioi 7 of Englimd.’^ p. 117. 



S95 

s 

at leaft of alleviating their mifery, an^ {at- 
ing,my couiitry effentially, whilft I benefited 
my fellow-creatures. • 

When the feflions are over, I lhall'haften 
to Chilbolton, and perform an old promifis 
of palling a few days with the belt of Bilhops; 
after which I fliall take Midgham, and BaroA 
Eyre’s at Rufcombe, in my way to London, 
where I muft be at the beginning of the 
term. A Perfian book is juft printed here, 
faid to have been compofed by Tamerlane, 
who confefles, that he governed men by four 
great arts, bribing, dividing, amujing^ and 
keeping in fujpence. How far it may be an 
cbjcil; with modern Tamg'lanes, of fultans 
of India, to govern me, I cannot tell ; but 
as 1 cannot be bribed, without lofmg my 
fenfes, nor divided, without lofmg my life, 
I will neither be arnufed^ nor kept long in 
Jlifpcnce ; and indeed, I have fo high an opi- 
nion of Lord Aftiburfbn, who never pro- 

fefles more than he means, that I do nofiSf* 

^ * 

pe«5t any |irtifice in.tliat bufinefs. 





Mr. JONES to Lad^ SPEfNCER. *. 

MADrAM, Ckilbolton, 0ct. 2\y 1782. 

Though I wrote fo lately to 

^ I 

your Ladyfhip, and cannot hope by any 
thing I can now fay to make amends for the 
'dulnefs of my laft letter ; yet, as fome of the 
ladies here are this moment writing to St. 
Jarncs’s Place, I cannot prevail on myfelf to 
decline joining fo agreeable a party, .cfpe- 

• 

cially as the very favourable accounts which 

were laft night received of Lord Spencer’s 

health have gitren me fpirits, and made me 

esger to offer my fincere congratulations. 

Yes ; I rejoice w?th the trueft fincerity, that 

his Lordfhip’s health is fo likely to be re- 

eftablithed, for I cannot name a man of rank 

in the nation, in whofc health the public and 

all mankind, as well as his family and friends, 

arc more truly interefted. ‘ I hitve paffed my 

time at Chilbolton fo agreeably, that ten 

d^s' have appeared like one ; and it gives me 
*■ € - 
conccrfi that the near approach of the term 

< 

■will ^tjlige me to le{ive fo charming and iptri 
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proving a fociety at the end of this vesk : 
s * « 

aftei; which I (hall .hope to finyj my friends at 
Midgham in perfeil health; and tHen ferewell, 
a long farewell to all my rational and iniereft- 
irjg pleafures, which mull be fucceeded fay the 
drudgery of drawing bills in equity, (he toil 
of anfwering cafes, the fquabbles of the bar, 
and the n\ore vexatious dilTentions and con- 
fli<Sts of the political world, which I vainly 
•deprecated, and now as vainly deplore. How 
happy would it be, if ftatefmen had more 
, in their fouls^ and could bring them- 

felves to conlider, that what harmony is in 
a concert, fuch is union in a Hate ; but in 
the great orcheftra of politicsf I find fo many 

muficians out of humour, and anftruments 

* • • 

*out of tune, that 1 am more tormented by 
fuch diflbnance than the man in Hogarth’s 
print, and am more defirous than ev’er of 
• being tranfpofted to the diftance of five 
thoufand leagues from all this fatal difeord. 

Without a metaphor, 1 lament with anguiffa 

• • • 

the bitternefs and •animofity with which 
fon^, qf Iny friends ha,ve been alfiiijlng 

• tf 



ot^e» ; as if empty altercation could' be the 

* 4 • J 

SMsans of procyring any good to this afflidled 
country. { find xnyfelf in more inftances 
than one, like poor Petrarch, wifliing to pafs 
my days ; 

Fra' magnanimi pochi* ; ?i chi ’1 hen piacc, 

Di lor chi ni’ assccura ? 

lo VO gridando pacCy pacc^ piit'i\ 

T .. 

— but I lhall not be heard, and niuft confole 
myfelf with the pleafing hope, that your 
Ladyfhip, and the few friends of virtue 
and humanity, will agree in this fentiment 
•with, &c. 

William Jones. 

From the Duchd. DEVONSHIRE to 
Mr. JONES. 

Plimto^iy Get, 28, liS2. 

MY DEAK :>IE , JONES, 

I am very happy that the 
fear of lofing a privilege, which you are fo 
^idd as to fay is precious to you, has induced 
you to write to me, ^or I affure you, that 
yom letters give me very great pleafure^^d 



tbat £h©y, as well as the few times in whikph 
We meet, make me regret vgy much, tba£ 
the turn of your public engagdnents take 
you fo mucji from focieties where you are 
wilhed for. 

- • 

I agree with you, that the political world 

i 

is ftrangely torn. If you had been in par- 
liament at this crifts, you would have felt 
* • 

yoiirfclf in an uncomfortable fituatlon, I 
^confefs.; but I cannot think, that with the 
good Whig principles you are blelTed wathi 
private frlendlhips or connedlions w'ould 
have prevailed on you to remain filent or in- 
active. 


Chi Yuol Catone amico, * 

Facilniente Tavra : Sia fiJo a Ro^jia. 

* • • 

This I think would have been the teft of 
, your political friendfliip. 

I am rejoiced that there is a chance of 
*your returning to poetry. I had a very 
valuable prefent made me by Dr. Blagc^i, 
phyfician to the camp, of your ode in imi-* 
tation of Calliftratus.** I wilh I underftood 
Gfe^k, Jthdt .1 might read fqtnething Mrt 'f’a- 



im 

t t 

lias written at the top of it. < f.will 
aitanpt to copy it; and, after the variout* 

r 

charafiers f have, in days of yore^ fcen you 
decipher, I wiJI not defpair of y^our making 
out Greek, though written by me. 

At X*pfrt{f Ttutv^ rt XaCitv oirtp hki ■jjrffl’fifl 
Z»)T8<r«i, 4'''*5C^*' *Iw'<®>*** 

I fhall expeA to fee the poem- fomething 
fboner than the reft of your friends ; and 1 
aflure you, the having fo feldom the plealurc 
of meeting you, does not diminifli the fin- 
cerity, with which I fhall ever retain that 
title. — If you are ftill at Chilbolton, pray 
give n.y love to the family there, and tell 
Mifs Shipley to write to me. 

My feat is a talifmah, which if you can 
fend me the explanation of, I fliall be much 
obliged to you. 

^ A 

In the beginning' of 178 3, Mr. Jones pub- 
^fhed his tranflation of the feven Arabian 

' r 

^ Tfec Graces, scekinf^ a shrine that would nev«r 
found the soul of Jonei* r ^ . 



poems, <v2tlch he had httlihed in 1781? stt 
iras his intention to have prefixed to thiis 
work, a difcourfe on the antiqifity of the 
Arabian lan^age and charai^ers, Qn the 
manners of the Arabs in the age iqjmediately 
preceding that of Mohammed, and other in- 
terefting information refpecaing the poems, 
and the lives of the authors, with a critical 
, hiftory of their works ; 'but he could not 
command fufficient Icifure for the execution 
of it. Some of the fubjefts intended for 
this diflcrtation, appeared in a difcourfe on 
the Arabs, which he compofed fome years 
afterwards, ' and from the manner in w'^ich it 
was written, it is impoffible nftt to regret the 
irrecoverable lofs of the larger difeuffipn which 
he originally propofed. The poems prefent 
Us with a curious fpecimen of the manners 

of the natives of Arabia, and on this account, 

• 

muft be particularly interefting to thofe, who 
confider the ftudy of human nature in all ijp, 

varieties, as an inftruflive fubjedl of contem- 

• * 

plation. ** They exhibit (tq ufe the wdrds 

k 

of J9n€ss) “ an exact pi<^ure of the VTt- 
IJfe—y. I.; J)D ’ 



and vices of the Arabte in th« age of 
** the fevea. poets, theii; wirfom and*. theiV 

■*>» f • 

** folly, afi(f 'fhew what may be conftantly* 
* • 

** expected from men- of open hearts, and 

“ boiling ^ paffions, with no law to contsol, 

“ and little religion to reftrain them.” 

The period was now arrived, when Mr. 

Jones had the happincfs to gain the accom- 

plilhment of his moft anxious wifhes.' In. 

March 1783, during the adminiftration of 

<r 

Lord Shelburne, he was appointed a judge, 
of the fupreme court of judicature at Fort- 
william at Bengal, on which occalion the 
honour of knighthood was conferred upon 
him ; and, in< the April following, he mar- 
ried Annn Maria Shipley, the eldell daughter 
of the Bifliop of St. Afaph. 1 have remarked 
the early impreflion made upon the affe<flions 
of Sir William Jones by this lady, and the 
honourable determination v»rhich fie formed 
upon that occalion, and if I Ihould have fuc- 

cceded in imparting to my readers any por- 

* # 

tiqn of that intereft,. which I fpel in his per- 
Ijjrjal concerns, they will fee hiipiwith gle^ure 
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receiv^ag the rewards of principle and a^e^* 
tibn. ’ • 

The Biihop of St. Afaph, < 5 F vrhofe re- 
ipe^ab'le charaAer and highly titerary repu- 
tatipn it is unnecelTary to remind the public* 
polTelTed too enlightened an underftanding 
not to appreciate the early diftinguilhed ta- 
lents and virtues of Sir William Jones, and 
their* friendlhip was cemented by an union 
qf political principles, and the zealous admir- 
ation each felt for the conftitution of their 
country. The Biihop, in the choice of a 

I i 

fon-in-law, had every reafon to indulge the 
pleallng hope that he had confulted, as far 
as human forefight can extend,^ the hapflinefs 
of his beloved daughters nor were his ex- 
pe^ations difappointed. 

• For his appointment to India, Mr. Jones 
was indebted to the friendfhip of Lord Afli- 
burton: in October I782, I find a letter 
from his Lordfhip to Mrf Jones, with the 
following words : .“‘You will give me creOft 

for not being indifierent about th*e import- 
“‘ant^ftake Jlill left in India, or yovy parti- 
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latereft in it, in which I ,confider 
that of the public fo materially invc^vcsd.*’ 
The intelUgfcnce of his fuccefs was commu-* 
nicated to Mr. Jones, in the following letter 
of congratulation, to which 1 fubjoin gne 
from the celebrated Franklin on the fame oc- 
calion. 

MY DEAR SIR, March 3, '1783.^ 

It is with little lefs fatjsfaftiop 

« 

to myfelf than it can give you, that I fend . 

you the inclofed, and I do alTure you there 

•• 

are few events, in which I could have felt fo 
fenfible a mortification, as in that of your 
finally milling this favourite objefl. The 
weather fiiggefts to me as no flight topic of 
congratulation, your being relieved from fuch 
a journey, and under fuch circumftances, as 
your laft favour intimates you had in contem' 
plation for 'V\’^ednefday j but when I confidor 
this appointment as fecuring to you at once, 
two of the firft objects of human purfuit, 

' c 

thqfe of ambition and love, I rfeel it a fub- 
of very feripus and cordial congratula- 



m 

% 

tion,'. which 1 defire you to accepl^ ^ 
cbnve;^ accordihgly.^ ^ 

I am, with every good dear 5ir* 
Your fjuthful humble fervaiw:, , 
Ashburton* 


r>EAR FRIEND, 

• Passy, Mdtch l7, 178** 

I duly received your obliging 
letter of Nov. 15 . You will have fmce 
learnt how much I was then and have been 
continually engaged in public affws, and 
your goodnefs will excufe my not having an- 
fwered it fooner. You announced your in- 
tended marriage with my much relfedled 
friend Mifs Anna Maria, which I^alTure you 
gave me great plealure, as I cannor conceive 
a match more likely to be happy, from thje 
amiable qualities each of you poflefr {o 
j>lentifully. Yon meiltion its taldng place as 
foon as a prudent attent&n to worldly irt- 
terefts would "permit. I juft now learn frtSin^ 
Mr. Hodgfon, that you* are appointed to an 
honourable.and profitable j^lace in th(||Ini^Si 
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In«xp^ now fobn to hear of the wedding, . 
and to receive the profile, "^ith the^gooS 
' lilihop’s pdlifilflion, I will join my bleffing ’ 

m ^ 

with his j adding my wifties that you may 
return from that corrupting country, witj^ a 
great deal of money honeftly acquired, and 
with full as much virtue as you carry out 
with you. 

The engraving of my medal, which you- 
know was proje6ied before the peace, is but 
juft finiflied. None are yet ftruck in hard 
metal, but will in a few days. In the mean 
time, having this good opportunity by Mr. 
Penn, I find you one of the Epreuves. You 
will fee that I- have profited by fome of your 
,ideas, and adopted the mottos you were fb 
Idnd as to furnilh. 

I am at prefent quite recovered from my^ 

late illnefs, and flatter myfelf that I may in 

the enfuing fummer be able to undertake a 

trip ' to England, for the pleafure of feeing 
, *• • 
once more my dear friends there, among 

whom the Bifhop and his family ftand fore- 

Ih my eftin^tion and aife^oQ, , 
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r, f 

1 thank you for your good wifiies 

ing pie. Mine for. your wel^’e and proi|jffe>; 
rity are not lefs earneft am! WiaOCte j 
with great truth, dear Sir, 

Your aifedtionate friend, 

and moll obedient ferrant, 
Benjamin Frank 



* 


* 


I have mentioned the literary produ^ions. 
of Sir William Jones in the order in Whithi 
they were publilhedv I obfeirve howevrt 
two compofitions which had efcaped my 
attention; an abridged Hiftory of tljp Life 
of Nadir Shah, in Englilh, ‘and a Hiftory 
of the Perfian Language, iniendedUo be pre- 
fixed to the firft edition of his Perfian 
Grammar*. 

^ The reader will perus^ with pleasure the following 
lines from the Arabic, written by Sir William Jones, in 
1783, and addressed to Lady Jones* 

While sad suspense and chill delay 
Bereave my wouiidAl soul of rest. 

New hopes, new fears, from day to daj, 
turns assail my lab’ring breast* | 
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^ 4 ong lift mij^t be formed of •wodks 
wbleh he' mediated at different periods. He" 

^*^87 c* 

*';projedJfed'^i*Treatife on Maritime Con- 
trada } , and with a view to the completion 
this work, he commiffioned a frienid 
purchaf^ for him the Colledtions of Hei- 
ll^us, containing the Diflertations of Styp- 
man and Kerrick, with any other works that 
could be procured on the fame fubjedl. It 
was alfo his intention to republifh Lytilelon’s * 
Treatife on Tenures, from the firft edition 
of 1482, with a new tranflation, explana- 
tory notes, and a commentary ; and to pre- 
fix an Introductory Difcourfe on the Laws of 


My heart, which ardent love consume.'?, 
Th*bbs with each agonizing thought j 
So flutters with entangled plumes. 

The lark in wily meshes caught. 

There she, with unavailing strain. 

Pours thro’ the night her warbled grief : 
The gloom retires, but not her pain ; 

The dawn appears, but not relief. 

Two younglings wait the parent bird. 
Their thrilling sorrows to appease : 

Shrt comes — ^ah ! no ; the sound they heard 
Was but a whisper of tlie breeze^^ 
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Holland. He had made a 
^efs; towardf^e jcompleti 
which ftill exifts, but iK)t 
gree advancement for publication. * , 

^ 1 have remarked the extraordinary avidhy 
with which he availed himfelf o^ every op- 
portunity to acquire knowledge : but I havii? 
omitted to mention his attendance during a 
conrfe of anatomical iedlures, ^ by the cele- 
, brated JHiunter : and amongft other iciences 
which he diligently and fuccefsfully cultivat- ■ 
ed, I have ftill to mention the Mathematics, 
in which he had advanced fo far, as to read 
and underftand Newton’s Principia. 

‘ The review of the variolas acquifiSons of 
Sir William Jones in fcience and literature, 
► will be introduced in another place; and 
' having brought to a clofe that portion of his 
life, which was pafled in England, I muft 
. now prepare the reSder to tranfport himfelf 
with him to Hinduftan. 


coniidel|B% ‘ 
on. of this - W0^ 
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